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Review 


MONTH THE SOVIET UNION and all the Com- 

munist-dominated countries Europe and Asia 
celebrated, with much pomp and great fanfare, the 
40th Anniversary the Bolshevik Revolution. 
Throughout the Soviet orbit millions people were 
“mobilized” for the occasion. Cities were festively 
bedecked; parades were organized; monster rallies 
took place; and all the leaders spoke, extolling great length the achievements world 
Communism, time and again predicting ultimate, total victory. Moscow, the 
City, flocked the proconsuls, including all the East European Party chiefs and Premiers, 
with the notable exception Yugoslavia’s Tito. Each First Party Secretary delivered 
speech. The themes tribute were developed into massive fugue; its climax was tri- 
umphant reassertion unity, invincibility and superiority. Sputniks and other Soviet 
advances science and technology were cited proof that the future belonged them 
and not their opponents. short, almost exactly one year after the Hungarian Revolt, 
the Polish upheaval, the areawide ferment among Communist intellectuals and the epidemic 
defections from Communist Parties the rest the world, the Soviet leaders and 
their adjutants were boasting that the Communist colossus, its wounds healed, was now 
stronger than ever before. 


This was the official claim, this was the official picture. And with much the world’s 
attention focused, mesmerized awe, the gyrations the earth satellites, was claim 
that, perhaps for the first time Communist history, was being seriously considered the 
Free World. The last few weeks have indeed again shown the Soviet Union’s unique capacity 
concentrate its immense resources, and those the Communist borderlands, drives 
specific and spectacular goals. But precisely this capacity used minority Party 
ruling arbitrarily —that turn engenders the greatest weakness the system that is, 
its basic political not without significance that almost simultaneously with the 
launching the satellites, the Soviet Union’s greatest war hero, the popular Marshal Zhukov, 
was suddenly struck from his high pedestal Politburo and Central Committee member. 
Hungary, the country’s greatest Communist writers were being sentenced leng prison 
terms. Poland, some the most notable Communist figures last year’s fight for free- 
dom were resigning from the Party. And all other countries the area the Parties were 
suffering from spreading malignant growths, such stubborn silence opposition intel- 
lectuals, apathy desertion youth, and restiveness among workers. 


Poland, that seemingly perennial, troublesome patient world Communism, last month 
decided that the most drastic surgeries would now have take place. This decision, which 
involves amputating the Party half its present size, was reached momentous tenth 
plenary session the Central Committee. The emergency nature the meeting was frankly 
admitted. Party chief Gomulka openly told his audience that the moment the Party was 
too weak, too disunited, convene the Party Congress originally scheduled for this month, 
later postponed the beginning next year and now put off once more the summer 
1958. Till then, thorough house cleaning must take place means “verification” 
all Communists. The main target this wholesale purge are the “revisionists,” the liberals 
who helped bring Gomulka power. Others are their opponents, the so-called “dogmatists,” 
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and also bureaucrats, opportunists, profiteers short, apparently every Party member 
who does not actively support the “centrist” program the First Secretary. this program 
indeed implemented and Gomulka really meant the exceedingly sharp rebukes the 
“liberals,” then this position has indeed moved into appreciably closer alignment 
with the policies now current the rest the area. 


Gomulka promised preserve the reforms himself introduced year ago, particularly 
the restrictions imposed the security police. And that may keep his word was indicated 
the fact that three prominent officials the Stalinist police were recently sentenced 
prison. the other hand, there every indication that some the former checks are 
being re-introduced. Foreign correspondents, for instance, report new difficulties their 
work, including far greater reticence the part officials and ordinary people. Press 
censorship following the Prostu episode certainly tighter. Parliamentary debates are 
now apparently more inhibited; disagreements, they still occur, now take place behind 
closed doors committee work. the whole, appears that Gomulka’s main aims are 
instill “discipline” within the Party increase its efficiency and the same time 
decrease its aura non-conformism. Considering that, the Party Secretary himself put 
it, the economic situation “tense,” the people uncooperative, and the Party weak, 
difficult see how could almost single-handedly overhaul his organization without new 
reliance coercion. 


Hungary, too, the Party weak and, greater extent than Poland, isolated from 
the rest the nation. recent weeks Kadar has tried bridge this gap toning down 
his denunciatory fulminations, reviving the People’s Patriotic Front, and encouraging young- 
sters join the Party-dominated youth organization. The facing hostile people 
whom must control force yet whose help needs, finds itself insoluble dilemma. 
Every concession, every gesture conciliation automatically offset the necessity 
frighten the country into obedience, control all levels power. Thus, the workers’ coun- 
cils, the spontaneous organizations which sprang almost all factories during the Revolt, 
have now been abolished. Kadar had already previously restricted their power, shifting 
many their prerogatives the Party-controlled Trade Unions. But had promised 
maintain the councils. Another blow popular morale were the heavy sentences meted out 
the well-known writers Tibor Dery, Gyula Hay, Zoltan Zelk and Tibor Tardos. 


Though outwardly Czechoslovakia remains more serene than either its Communist- 
dominated neighbors the north and south, there every indication that there too the 
hierarchy beset problems cannot solve. The main trouble appears the passive 
resistance the people and the “escapism” youth. The authorities have lately tried 
drum interest their program widespread “discussions” so-called open letter 
from the Central Committee. Since what being asked for is, substance, more 
sweat and toil, unlikely that the artificially concocted campaign will arouse much pop- 
ular The regime also continues use the shock treatment constant spy 
trials, and has lately started well-advertised drive against so-called youthful hooligans 
who are said have succumbed the influence Western depravity. Amid these diffi- 
culties, one the more popular Communist leaders, President Antonin Zapotocky, died 
heart attack. was succeeded his post the Party First Secretary, Antonin Novotny, 
which stressed uncertain way the primacy the Party. 


both Romania and Bulgaria the Party intellectuals, particularly writers, are still being 
severely castigated for failure toe the straight orthodox line, for what considered 
indiscreet silence. The Romanian comments indicate that sympathy for the Hungarian 
rebels still runs high, doubtless does throughout the area. short, underlying tension 
and unrest still pervade the area, despite such superficial displays the Moscow meeting 
Communist leaders and their common declaration unity and fealty. 
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The Wit Stwosz altar-piece (XV century), one the finest examples Europe late Gothic carving. 
the war, was later brought back but not re-installed. August 15, 1957, was returned the Mariacki Church Cracow. 


Stolen the Germans during 


Naszna Ojczyzna (Warsaw), June 1957 


The Cross and the 


Two-Year Review Church-State Relations 


celebrated more freely than any time since the 
Communists assumed power. After many years outright 
persecution the leaders and faithful all denominations 

years that saw the Churches grow stature focal 
points resistance Communism—a new era Church- 
State relations appears the making. Faced with 
solid popular opposition their massive onslaughts against 
the Churches, the Communists have been forced give 
ground. some countries, they have merely softened their 
more aggressive tactics, but others—such Poland and, 
much lesser extent, Hungary—a veritable turnabout has 
occurred. Indeed, for the first time forty years State 
Communism the representatives Communist regime 
have effect sued for peace—and terms more accept- 
able the Church than themselves. 

This kind cease-fire after Communist defeat now 
exists Poland. that country, the autumn 1956 
brought new alignment political forces. For the Gom- 


ulka faction assume power and defeat the 
needed the support the people, which turn, 
support the Catholic Church. When the Polish Primate, 
Cardinal Wyszynski, agreed lend this support the 
name Poland’s national interests, was possible for the 
combined forces State and Church defeat Soviet at- 
tempts destroy Poland’s newly-found liberties. 

This unique example tacit cooperation, however, has 
not deterred the Communists Poland or, for that matter, 
elsewhere the orbit, from trying undermine the Church 
spiritual force opposed Marxist materialism. They 
have granted the Churches new liberties, but they have not 
withdrawn their right control. Their present policy 
substantially the policy announced Khrushchev 1954, 
when was admitted that direct suppression 
Churches had not furthered the cause atheism but in- 
stead had produced religious revival. Because this 
Khrushchev called for end terroristic measures, and 


declared: struggle against religious beliefs should now 


materialist world outlook against anti-scientific religious 
world outlook.” The struggle was thus centered the fields 
propaganda and education, and the chief prize was 
youth. 

the present time, some the Communist countries 
have called for intensified atheistic propaganda offset 
the effects recent concessions the field religious edu- 
cation. They have also continued, despite their greater 
tolerance for religious practices, keep tight hold over 
Church organizations and activities, making use both 
wherever possible further their own ends. 


Poland 


THE AUTUMN 1955, after political thaw had be- 

gun permeate Polish life, Communist spokesman 
announced that Cardinal Stefan Wyszynski would soon 
released from the monastery which had been interned 
after his arrest 1953. The spokesman added, however, 
that the Cardinal would longer considered Primate 
Poland. was not until year later, when the process 
liberalization Poland reached its peak with the re- 
turn power Wladyslaw Gomulka the Eighth Plenum 
October 1956, that the Cardinal was allowed return 
Warsaw and resume his official duties leader Pol- 
and’s Roman Catholic Church.* May 1957, following 
the general elections and talks with the government 
religious affairs, the Cardinal set off for his first visit 
Rome since 1951. 

This new phase Church-State relations undoubtedly 
gave satisfaction many people, but also created many 
new problems. Among other things, provoked friction 
within Party ranks over the subject religious freedom; 
led divisions within Catholic ranks concerning the 
role believers political life; and engendered new 
ideological controversies between Communists and Catho- 
lics. Even more important, threw into relief the crucial 
question how far Catholicism could cooperating 
with Communism, without self-damage, and vice versa. 


Post-October Concessions 


THE TURBULENT EVENTS October 1956, 

several important problems connected with religious 
freedom were settled. The government agreed allow re- 
ligious instruction schools the written request par- 
ents, and issued decrees obliging the administrations 
hospitals, sanatoria and prisons accede their inmates’ 
requests for the comforts the same time, 
however, the government warned against abuses these 
concessions and made plain its refusal tolerate 
crudescence Church powers matters regarded 
political. The Party paper, Trybuna Ludu, March 19, 1957, 
thus explained that: 


“The policy the new People’s Authority towards the 


About percent the population Roman Catholic. 


regard religious beliefs. One the conditions 
maintaining this principle daily life the divorce 
politics from religion, and the clergy’s abstention from poli- 
tical 

“In accordance with the proper decisions and decrees, 
religious instruction not compulsory and given outside 
the regular school program those students whose parents 
have requested it. accordance with the principle free 
choice, other students not attend these classes. Through- 
out its entire program, the school retains secular charac- 
ter. cannot, therefore, agree that religious instruction 
schools should involve the hanging crosses class- 
rooms, thus giving the State schools the character re- 
ligious institutions. 

“The same thing applies religious services hospitals 
and, for example, the hanging crosses hospital rooms 
which, known, not serve believers only. 

“The fundamental principle Church-State relations 
loyal adherence the mutual decisions the agree- 
ment. based separation Church and State, 
assurance freedom conscience and religion— 
therefore, full tolerance, which one allowed 

“The establishment relations with the Church 
permits full concentration goals 
instrumental the good the nation and the idea 
Socialism. . . - 


The Party’s decision permit religious instruction 


Polish Cardinal Wyszynski arriving the Vatican receive his 
Cardinal’s hat from the Pope May 1957. That felt free 
leave Poland, and that the regime permitted him so, was 
another indication the improved relations between Polish 
Church and State. 


Tygodnik Katolikow (Wroclaw), June 22, 1957 
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schools was concession that went against its grain, and 
took wary attitude towards any extension Church 
influence. Shortly after the decision was announced, ardent 
Catholics tried make the most their new freedom 
urging broad participation religious classes, while atheists 
did their best prevent the spread religious instruc- 
tion. The situation grew tense that the government was 
forced rebuke pressures exerted either side; but de- 
spite these “fair-minded” admonitions, apparently was 
reluctant itself crack down local authorities. The 
Catholic weekly Tygodnik Powszechny (Cracow)*, July 
28, 1957, complained that numerous schools religious in- 
struction was not being given, despite the fact that ma- 
jority parents had submitted requests for it. The paper 
added that when the matter had been brought the at- 
tention the Minister Education, had stated that 
the schools were not subject his authority this sphere. 

The Party’s unwillingness countenance marked in- 
crease Church power has also been manifested other 
fields. For instance, still refusing Church congrega- 
tions the right reopen day and boarding schools and has 
returned only some the Church buildings confiscated 
the Stalinist period. Similarly, steps have been taken 
restore the theological departments the universities 
Cracow and Warsaw the theological faculties the 
Catholic University Lublin, all abolished 1954. has 
also been reported that Lublin University has encountered 
publishing difficulties. 

The problem the Catholic welfare organization, 
Caritas, still unsettled, and far the State continues 
control its activities. Furthermore, the clubs Catholic 
intellectuals organized the post-October days have not 
yet received official approval, and some them have been 
refused legal status. The Church has not been allowed 
publish its own daily, and special permission still needed 
from the local people’s councils organize religious pro- 
cessions outside the churches, although such permission 
now more readily granted than hitherto. 


The Party and Polemics 


THE has refused accede num- 

ber Church demands, the fact that has granted 
even limited concessions has provoked deep disturbance 
Party ranks. Faced with reactions ranging from disap- 
proval relief, the Party has repeatedly tried clarify 
its attitude, justify its stand and prevent misinterpre- 
tation its policy. For example, Gazeta Poznanska, No. 88, 
1957, wrote: 

“Some comrades claim [that the concessions) are step 
backward for the Party, that the Party unnecessarily 
ceding already conquered positions, that submitting 
clerical pressures, etc. Other, heretofore atheist, but 
less sound Party members, are beginning practice re- 
ligion, interpreting the State-Church relations 


The main religious papers Poland are: the “independent” 
weekly Tygodnik Powszechny (Cracow) Slowo Powszechne (War- 
saw), the daily PAX, organ the so-called Cath- 
olics; Kierunki (Warsaw), the PAX weekly: and Przeciw, 
organ the Catholics. 
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The Communist-built Polish industrial city Nowa Huta was 
planned and built church. Since the new-found coop- 
eration between Polish Church and State, contest has been held 
design church for Nowa Huta. 
it is to be built shortly. 


The winner shown here; 


Tygodnik Powszechny (Cracow), September 22, 1957 


some sort of ideological concession on the part of the 
Party. Still other comrades believe, however, that the 
moves with regard the Church are sound and 
necessary. ... 

“Our State has not changed its attitude towards religion 

that is, has not resigned and will not resign from or- 
ganizing and conducting varied campaign educating 
citizens the spirit scientific world outlook. 
has resigned from administrative forms action from 

moves whose aim was limit make impossible re- 
ligious freedom, because man’s world view cannot 
changed decrees, laws and fines. Are therefore 
dealing with some sort regression, giving pressures, 
relinquishing conquered positions? 

“The Party, after the Eighth Plenum [October, 1956], 
never said that religion now has some new privileges, that 
Party members may give atheism and begin religious 
practices. The Party never said that would make any 
concessions its atheism campaign. And if, for example, 
activist suddenly begins baptize his children and 
carries religious banners processions, means 
proof that the Party’s attitude towards religion has changed. 
only means that activist either unenlightened, shaky 
two-faced, someone who before secretly and now openly 
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Criticism and Controversy 


The problem religion vs. atheism has been discussed 
from different angle cultural periodicals, which have 
tended subject the Stalinist past close scrutiny and 
draw conclusions which not always correspond 
the orthodox Party line. One Communist, Tadeusz Pluz- 
anski, writing Nowa Kultura, September 15, 1957, 
claimed that was not anti-religious propaganda but iso- 
lation the Church that would prove the most efficacious 
method eradicating religion: 


“The development Catholicism and, the same time, 
existentialism, was the natural consequence the ideologi- 
cal defeat Stalinism and its methods disseminating 
this ideology. Enforced atheism created resurgence pi- 
ousness. Poland will not secularized the efforts 
atheists and freethinkers who, now, influence only 
small social groups. There the basically sound fear that 
their activity will only create new outbursts obstinacy. 
Direct anti-religious propaganda results nothing but fes- 
tering. Instead hastening secularization, delays 
inciting the opposition believers. Disputes theolog- 
ical subjects are fruitless. There can talk convinc- 
ing the other side, because the attitudes the disputants 
are diametrically opposed. Action towards intellectual iso- 
lation the Catholic movement appears more ad- 
visable. 


“Polish society, like any other society, cannot become 
secularized the course two generations. There- 
fore, should not expect rapid solutions immediate 
effects, nor should fear the glittering successes achieved 
the other side. Religion, whose present revival only 
simple answer the pressures Stalinism, will return 
the state that normally prevails Poland. This process 


cooling towards religious matters may prolonged 
into continuous tendency sterilize religious prob- 
lems that they really and truly take only private 


aspects. Religiousness disappears most rapidly at- 
mosphere indifference. have already advanced 
quite far: from the Stalinist maxim, “destroy your enemy 
even down,’ have come the theory, ‘not one 


blow beyond militant 


reply this article, Tygodnik Powszechny, Septem- 
ber 29, 1957, criticized Pluzanski for being vague about 
the benefits society would derive from secularization. 
Tygodnik Powszechny remarked, “but what 
for?” Pluzanski answered Nowa Kultura, October 13. 
claimed, among other things, that Tygodnik Pow- 
response had indicated that Catholicism needed 
polemics for its intellectual survival. This fact alone, 
said, confirmed his theory about isolating the Catholic 
movement and “neutralizing the question faith non- 
faith the point its absolute disappearance.” 

Both Catholics and atheists now appear reorganiz- 
ing their forces. The Catholic activists, according the 
Warsaw weekly Przeciw, August 11, 1957, are cur- 
rently divided into four groups: the “crusaders” who want 
“to reinstate, sword hand, the challenged rights the 
Church Poland”; the group PAX publi- 
cists, headed Boleslaw Piasecki, who oppose Gomulka’s 
democratization and are conflict with the Church hier- 


“Consecration deacons celebrated St. John’s Cathedral [in 
Warsaw! Cardinal Wyszynski personally.” The crowd indica- 
tive the large Church attendance present-day Poland. 


Poland (Warsaw), No. 1957 


archy; the “Catholic neo-positivists” affiliated with Tygod- 
nik Powszechny and the parliamentary club, ZNAK, who 
avoid politics but are favor the new freedoms and 
economic re-construction; and the left-wing” asso- 
ciated with Przeciw and the Frankowski group the 
Christian Social Institute, who actively support the Octo- 
ber changes and aim playing “constructive” part 
national life. regard the Tygodnik Powszechny group, 
Przeciw stated the following. 


“Let say straight away that [their] attitude 
real many Catholics Poland, the 
ideological problems Socialism continue alien. 
The existence profound differences between the 
and Marxist attitudes involves not only the philosophical 
issues Socialism but also its social and political program. 

“Under these conditions, understandable that 
group Catholic activists closely connected with the Epis- 
copate, have decided express their patriotic and 
obligations, avoiding, however, any participation active 
discussion the future Socialism Poland. 

“The activity the representatives this trend our 
public life undoubtedly advantageous and will help solve 
various difficult State problems. Nevertheless, this atti- 
tude ideologically half-hearted and contains element 
risk for the future.” 


contrast, the attitude the Frankowski group, 
Przeciw, follows: 


distinct from the Marxist left operate with defined 
and generally understandable sum moral ideas, derived 
from the teachings the Church. our periodical 
deal with politics, economics and culture; consider 
ourselves non-Party democratic left, and not organ 
the official Church authorities any political party. 
The Church recognizes freedom for Catholics live 
their own lives and have their own political and social 
opinions; this freedom limited only the basic stand- 
ards ethics and the Christian social doctrine. The 


situation our country such that only the more 
less professing Christians can bound ideologically 
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broad social plane, and not the The Pol- 
ish non-Party left, therefore, has the left the 
people, for whom the system absolute moral standards 
and not ethical relativism, something obvious. 
Christian moral principles not the least exclude politi- 
cal engagement the side the ‘left’ front, although 
they not permit the acceptance Marxism-Leninism. 

zation . 


the mobili- 
which can and should treated the Marxist left 
very essential part the democratic 


The atheists, the other hand, have formed Society 
Atheists and Freethinkers, which will include its ranks 
all those who “want fight publicly for world outlook 
free all superstitions and dogmas.” Headed Profes- 
sor Andrzej Nowicki and composed chiefly intellectuals, 
the group will publish periodical called Argumenty, deal- 
ing with such subjects the history the Church 
Poland, atheist traditions, etc. 

While the “battle lines” are being drawn, the Party has 
taken the attitude that the “elements religious warfare” 
must removed from social life. Zycie Parti, the Party 
monthly, wrote March 1957: 


“All friction must removed and the battle for secular- 
ism should based tolerance, true freedom con- 
science and complete liberty worship. All causes for 
contention should removed. Secularization must 
conducted the basis society, among society, and this 
work should never separate itself from society. Thus, the 
most important matter educational influence and 
intellectual rather than administrative struggle. But 
must state clearly that aside from education 
will not, course, resign from taking advantage such 
administrative means and organizational moves 
help strengthen and supplement our program.” 


The present official cease-fire between the State and the 


Miklos Beresztoczy, one the heads the fellow-travelling Hun- 
garian Patriotic Priests. was recently excommunicated. 


Kereszt (Budapest), March 10, 1955 
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Cardinal Mindszenty Hungary, 1947, before his trial and im- 
prisonment. 


Church, and their tacit agreement cooperate, has been in- 
dicated recent speeches Gomulka and Cardinal 
Wyszynski. the Tenth Central Committee Plenum, 
Gomulka stated: 


“We have created atmosphere and have shown 
great desire for the full normalization relations be- 
tween the State and the Church. have given Catholic 
movements and groups which stand for cooperation be- 
tween believers and non-believers the development 
People’s Poland conditions which make their public ac- 
tivity possible.” 


Cardinal Wyszysnki, sermon shortly after the ban- 
ning the liberal student paper, Prostu, and the dem- 
onstrations that ensued, asked youth refrain from ex- 
tremist activities and concentrate rebuilding the coun- 
try: “You should remember,” said, “that the country 
difficult situation. Respect what you have already. 
Only persevering work can you build better future.” 


Hungary 


RESULT political developments, Church-State re- 

lations Hungary have undergone abrupt changes 
the past two years.* the first half 1956, the Com- 
munists reluctantly granted the churches more freedom 


About percent the population, six million people, be- 
long the Catholic Church Hungary. The Protestant Churches 
account for about 26.8 percent. 
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line with their policy moderate lization national 
during the Revolt which swept over Hungary the 
fall 1956, complete freedom temporarily prevailed, and 
the people and churches seized liberties they had far 
been denied; under the Kadar regime, the churches were 
gradually brought under control, denied autonomy, and 
again made serve the purposes the Communists’ 
domestic and foreign policies. 


Pre-Revolt Period 


1956, INTENTION ease relations with 

the Catholic Church became noticeable variety 
conciliatory gestures. For example, Ember, the 
weekly the Catholic Bench Bishops, announced 
February 12, 1956, that new prayer and hymn book would 
published, fact which indicated that the regime had 
finally granted the Church permission print books 
strictly devotional nature. Later the year, October 
1956, Ember reported the printing new Hun- 
garian issue Basic Religion for school children and the 
general public. 

The regime’s determination adopt more lenient 
attitude towards religion also was evident from the fact 
that, after having been forbidden for religious sym- 
bols were allowed appear stories and poems printed 
the literary press. Even more important, however, were 
the Party’s guarantees that the people’s demands for religi- 
ous education would respected. During Parliament 
debate August, Premier Hegedus declared that the 
Party would not allow local authorities prevent chil- 
dren from receiving religious instruction after school hours 
request for such instruction had been submitted the 
school principals the pupils’ parents.* Hegedus stated: 

“We disapprove administrative authorities that abuse 
their authority and prevent children, whose parents have 
asked for it, from receiving religious instruction. Did this 
happen? Yes, indeed did, even this year. But must 
add, much less frequently than last year. But 

condemn even these few cases and the future shall in- 
vestigate each individual case and see that in- 
stance are there administrative abuses.” 


Ember, August 12, 1956) 


Archbishop Grosz Reinstated 


The policy compromise also led 
improvement the status the clergy. May, Arch- 
bishop Joseph Grosz Kalosca was permitted return 
his diocese after absence about five years. was 
also permitted take over the chairmanship the Bench 
Bishops, which had been vacant since the death Arch- 
bishop Gyula Czapik April.** Furthermore, throughout 


Hegedus was referring misapplication decree passed 
two years earlier. Before that time, parents were required submit 
their requests the local councils, process which was more com- 
plicated and which subjected the parents political pressure. 

Both Cardinal Mindszenty and Archbishop Grosz were re- 
leased from prison 1955, after spending respectively seven and 
four years jail, but were not allowed resume their official 
duties. The Cardinal was interned summer residences the 
Catholic Bishops. 


St. Stephen’s Cathedral, Budapest, center the Hungarian 
Roman Church. The structure was destroyed fire 
the rebuilt under the Austro-Hungarian Emperor Franz 


Josef. 
Magyar Epiteszet; Epitesugyi Kiado, Budapest: 1954 


period, and particularly July and August, 
and sometimes the Party dailies, printed the 
names priests who had been released from prison through 
the efforts the so-called Peace Committee the Catholic 
clergy. Cardinal Mindszenty, however, was still not al- 
lowed resume his duties Primate, and his where- 
abouts were not made public. That the Cardinal had re- 
fused accept the government’s terms for his retirement 
was implied speech Premier Hegedus July 30. 
Hegedus declared: 


“The relationship between the churches and the State 
has changed favorably the past eight months. And this 
due mainly the attitude the majority leaders 
the Catholic Church, who now see the necessity for good 
relationship between the Church and the State. see, 
however, that there are still few recalcitrants within the 
Catholic Church who cannot see that occasional differences 
opinion between the State and the churches can al- 
ways settled with good will and discussion, 
have settled them hitherto.” 


Kereszt, the bimonthly the “patriotic organiza- 
tion, was put index the Pope August 1956. the time 


the Revolt October 1956, was published under the name 
Katolikus Szo. 
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Although the government had embarked “good 
will” policy, clearly expected and demanded exchange 
loyalty and support from the clergy. Constitution Day was 
case point. 1956, for the first time years, the 
Communists allowed ceremony honor the Day 
(which before the war was traditionally celebrated St. 
Stephen’s Day and has always been important Catholic 
holiday) held St. Stephen’s Basilica Budapest. 
Shortly before the holiday, plans were made for young 
priests take the loyalty oath the regime, process re- 
quired their ordainment law 1950. discuss- 
ing these plans, Ember reported follows: 


“The fact that young priests will take their oath shortly 
before August 20, Constitution Day, and that the [cere- 
monies| will held not plain offices but the audi- 
toriums the local councils emphasizes the signifi- 
cance the oath. also emphasizes the government’s offi- 
cially announced intention enforce the law con- 


stitutional manner and see that strictly enforced.” 


should pointed out also that, this period, the 
regime made maximum use its “patriotic and 
sent several its Protestant churchmen emis- 
saries abroad. For instance, Janos Peter the Reformed 
Church included his tours visit the Chinese People’s 
Republic the spring the year. Pro-Communist propa- 
ganda was also disseminated the “patriotic priests” 
the Congress the Central Committee the World Coun- 
cil Churches*, which was held Hungary April 
the Gallyateto Spa, health resort for top Communists. 
The visitors were not only given many gifts, but were es- 
corted kolkhozes and factories where they could “see for 
themselves” the benefits the Communist system.** 


Revolutionary Days 


THE TUMULTUOUS and tragic days the Revolt, the 

churches, along with the rest the nation, seized the 
opportunity regain liberties they had long been denied. 
Indeed, one the most dramatic single events the Re- 
volt was the release, revolutionary soldiers, Cardinal 
Mindszenty from his place detention North Hun- 
gary. That the Cardinal’s release had symbolic mean- 
ing for most the nation was suggested even before the 
uprising, when one the leading Communist rebels, au- 
thor Gyula Hay, demanded that the Cardinal freed. 

Speaking Budapest November when new gov- 
ernment had been formed under Imre Nagy, the Cardinal 
delivered address. Endorsing the uprising fight for 
freedom, the Cardinal said: 


“The fight was fought because the nation wanted 


free decide how was live, work, and run the 


Composed Protestant and Orthodox Churches. 


The two main Protestant churches, the Reformed and the 
Lutheran churches, had suffered deeply from infiltration pro- 
regime priests and fellow travellers such Ferenc Erdei. Despite 
their lack qualifications they were appointed high church 
positions. 


“Now need general elections, free from abuses, 
which all parties can nominate candidates. The elections 
should held under international supervision. 

and will remain independent any party, and 
because office, above it. take advantage au- 
thority warn every Hungarian not give way party 
strife and disagreement after these days beautiful unity. 
Our country needs many things, but does not need many 
parties and party leaders. The nation’s existence and daily 
bread, not politics, our main 

must stress that have classless society and State 
where law prevails. support private ownership which 
rightly and justly limited social interests. This the 
wish the Hungarian people. 

“If the Hungarian people will find natural, shall 
administer our institutions, which have great past and 
great 

“As head the Hungarian Roman Catholic Church, 
declare that not oppose the justified develop- 
ment our country. only desire that this development 
should sound. 

deliberately not discuss other details ad- 
dress. conclusion, however, one question must 
asked: what the successors the fallen regime 
think? their predecessors, whom they greatly condemn, 
would have had religious-moral basis, would they have 
committed all the things which have resulted their 
fall? justly expect the immediate granting freedom 
Christian religious instruction and the restoration 
the institutions and societies the Catholic Church 


among other things, her press. (Radio Free Kossuth, 
November 1956. 


The Cardinal also made major changes his diocese, 
dismissing many the “peace priests” who the past had 
actively opposed the Vatican’s wishes.* 


Protestant Churches 


The changes effected the leadership the Protestant 
Churches were more extensive than those the Catholic 
Church because they had apparently suffered greater in- 
filtration Communists the first 
days November, before the second Soviet intervention, 
national committee for the reorganization the Hun- 
garian Presbyterian Church dismissed the regime puppet 
Bishops Janos Peter and Albert Bereczky, and appointed 
Bishop Laszlo Ravasz the latter’s successor. Ravasz had 
been forced resign clique 1948. Similarly, 
Bishops Lajos Veto and Laszlo Dezsery were ousted from 
the Lutheran Church and Bishop Lajos Ordass was named 
head the Church’s southern district. addition, all 
secular officers the Protestant Churches whose function 
had been act political wardens for the Party were 
dismissed. Most these events took place the Reformed 
Theological Institute Budapest, where young theologians 
and priests joined the Revolt and initiated immediate re- 
forms. 


should mentioned here that the Bench Bishops’ atti- 
tude during the Revolt was one moderation and that while 
the younger priests took part the uprising, the Church leaders 
frequently cautioned the faithful refrain from extremist activities 
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Post-Revolt Period 


IMMEDIATE post-Revolt period, puppet Premier 

Kadar tried conciliate the churches effort put 
end his own isolation and overcome active and pas- 
sive resistance throughout the nation. November 27, 
the State Office for Church Affairs, aping Kadar’s pacific 
gestures other elements the population, announced 
that the “People’s Republic” stood for freedom religious 
worship, would guarantee religious instruction schools, 
and regarded binding the agreement concluded between 
the churches and the State the period prior Octo- 
ber 23, 1956: “In the future also, the government wishes 
settle questions arising between the State and the Churches 
Radio Buda- 


means negotiations and agreements.” 
pest 

resistance continued, the government took harsher 
line, and the end January was the midst full- 
fledged campaign discredit the Revolt, vilify Imre Nagy 
and blame the uprising “hostile right-wing elements.” 
One the main targets the Kadar regime was Cardinal 
Mindszenty, who had fled the Legation Buda- 
pest after the collapse the Imre Nagy government. 
January 30, Nepszabadsag claimed that “Mind- 
had not the true national interests the 
Hungarian people but had found common cause with the 
interests international imperialism and had furthered 
the realization plans which, 
plunged the country into catastrophe.” 

March 1957, the regime ruled that the Cardinal 
would longer permitted carry out Church func- 
tions Hungary because “incited against the People’s 
Democratic order, and issued decrees from his retreat 
the American Legation* removing ecclesiastical per- 
sons democratic and progressive views from their public 
offices and expelling them from the territory Budapest. 
These decrees have positively political character, and 
hit the leaders the progressive movement, the peace 
movement the Catholic clergy. Therefore, the 
view, complying with Mindszenty’s orders 

act contrary law.” 

Other events this period reflected the regime’s at- 
tempt regain control over the Churches. For instance, 
Esti Hirlap, February 24, reported that the Church Office 
for State Affairs “would take under its protection those 
priests who have been relieved their duties because 
March, the Presidential Coun- 
cil issued decree making all church appointments, dis- 
missals and transfers subject State approval. The decree 
applied not only the future, but also all appointments 
made since October 1956, thereby making possible for 
the regime abolish reorganizations effected during the 
Revolt.** Another church affairs stated that 
the government would apply the “full rigor the law” 
against individuals who used religious instruction for “anti- 
State and threatened punishment those indi- 
viduals exerted pressure for 


szenty served 


successful, would have 


their progressive views.” 


decree 


who against religious 


This charge was denied the Legation. 
See East Europe, May 1957, pp. 40-41. 
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The Great Church Debrecen, center the Hungarian Reformed 
Church. During the 1848 revolt against Austria, the Hungarian 
Parliament met this edifice. 


Magyar Epiteszet; Epitesugyi Kiado, Budapest; 1954 


instruction. This last measure was introduced effort 
put stop the local controversies over such instruc- 
tion between believers and non-believers the bitter post- 
Revolt days. 

the summer, 
against 


the regime stepped its campaign 
justify its unlawful existence connection with the im- 
pending session the Hungarian question. The press 
published number articles attempting prove that 
priests and Christian and Catholic parties had been major 
instigators the Revolt, along with other 
elements, and announced triumphantly that the culprits 
were being rounded the police. August 25, for 
example, Nepszabadsag announced that parish priest Laszlo 
Mindszenti had been sentenced death the Gyor 
County Court. the same time, the provincial papers 
lashed out the anti-State activities the clergy. Somogyi 
Neplap (Kaposvar), July 17, 1957, wrote: “There are still 
some members the clergy who, since October, have not 
conformed with the law cooperation between the 
State and the Church. Whenever and wherever they can, 
they try obstruct the unity the Party and the people 
and spread idealist ideology using illegal weapons.” 

Friction between the Vatican and the government in- 
creased September, after the Pope had forbidden mem- 
bers the Hungarian Catholic clergy take part any 
kind political activity—i.e., becoming Parliament mem- 
and stated that they would excommunicated 
they continued flout this rule. The Archbishopric Vicar 
Esztergom, Miklos Beresztoczy, and Canon Richard Hor- 


bers 


24 


vath, both MPs and leaders the newly-strengthened 
Peace Movement, were cast out the communion the 
Church for failure abide this order. The regime re- 
sponded attacking the Vatican for interference Hun- 
gary’s internal affairs. 

Although propaganda organs have taken decidedly 
hostile tone towards the Vatican, the Communists have 
simultaneously attempted come agreement with 
the Catholic Bench Bishops. Various conferences be- 
tween the government and the Bench Bishops have 
been reported, but far detailed information the 
negotiations has been published. October however, 
Nepszabsadsag reported that the government had agreed 
not carry out its annual decrease the salaries parish 
priests, stipulated the 1950 Church-State Agreement. 
Instead, the government agreed give the Church “ex- 
ceptional grant” that could pay full salaries priests 
until December 31, 1958. The Bench Bishops thanked 
the government for this new token the “good” relation- 
ship existing between the Church and State. The state- 
ment this agreement signed Archbishop Grosz and 
Imre Miklos, Deputy President the Church Office the 
Ministry for Education (which has supplanted the Church 
Office for State Affairs) contained the following passage: 
“The Bench Bishops and clergy assures the Hungarian 
government that, led sincere patriotism, will support 
the government’s efforts further the development 
our nation, with the assistance and cooperation friendly 
nations. their part, the Bench Hungarian Catholic 
Bishops will, the future also, strive strengthen the 
good relations between the State and the Catholic Church.” 


Protestant Churches 


The Protestant Churches have proved troublesome the 
regime the post-Revolt period according number 
private reports. Most the church leaders dismissed the 
Revolt have not returned their old posts because the 


opposition the clergy and the faithful, and many the 
present Protestant leaders have refused cooperate with 
the regime. One the leaders who recently has come un- 
der attack the Party Laszlo Papp, professor 
theology and internationally known member the Hun- 
garian Presbyterian (Reformed) Church. September 
23, Nepszabadsag attacked Papp for supporting the Beth- 
anist* Movement within his Church: 
Activities the Bethanists are lately increasing. 
Where KISZ** organizations work, members the sect 
also appear and fist fights develop. These illegal 
prophets carry out various ‘religious’ activities, training 
groups naive women attack KISZ organizations from 
the rear, holding confessional meetings, carrying out faith 
healings, etc. Actually their main goal fleece people 
with the mendacious slogan reviving the Reform 

“Apart from money collected from their Hungarian fol- 
lowers, they also receive ‘donations’ from the West. Since 
they openly advocate separation from the official church 
and the joining forces with the ‘free churches’ quite 
obvious they are under American direction. 


“During the counterrevolution they also acted quite 
openly. The counterrevolutionary church leader Dr. 
Laszlo Papp gave the Bethanists official approval 
carry out their activities; and Beno Bekefi, one the 


founders the movement, wrote Mindszenty, proposing 
that more could achieved cooperation. 


The fact that the regime has restricted its attacks small 
groups and individual Church leaders indicates that, its 
present position, considers unwise attack the 
Churches general and antagonize large segments the 
population. present Kadar appears trying come 
agreement with the Churches policy con- 
ciliation similar that the Hegedus regime the pre- 
Revolt period. 


The Bethanists are movement similar the 18th century 
German Pietists. 
KISZ the Hungarian Communist youth organization. 


The second part this article, dealing with church developments Bulgaria, 


Czechoslovakia and Romania, will published next month's issue. 
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PROLETARIUSZE WSZYSTKICH KRAJOW LACZCIE 


NOWA KULTURA 


Masthead the Warsaw weekly Nowa Kultura, where articles appeared, and which currently one the periodicals lead- 


ing the fight for the continuation criticism. The line above the journal’s name says: “Proletarians the world, unite!” 


Beginning the September issue the Warsaw 
weekly Nowa Kultura and continuing for the three suc- 
issues, the young Polish Communist Leszek Kola- 
kowski published a series of articles under the overall title 
“Responsibility and History.” these dealt searchingly 
and critically with some the philosophical foundations 
Marxism, and attacked, both implication and asser- 
tion, much the official line the Party. The articles 
have aroused immense furor Poland and other 
orbit countries; they have been the subject widespread 
and passionate discussion, and have been criticized 
Party writers (e.g., Krasucki Trybuna Ludu 
September 26; Wiatr Polityka September 25. 
The former the official Polish Party daily, the latter the 
organ the Gomulka ntrists” 

The importance the Kolakowski articles lies the 
fact that their criticisms are not directed specific actions 
errors the Party (there has been good deal that 
sort criticism Poland), but some the essential 


CeESSIVUE 


theses underlying Party action and the Party claim the 
total allegiance its members. Among the principles Kola- 
kowski attacks are historical determinism and the appeal 
“history” the final judge action. Kolakowski also 
takes positions thoroughly foreign official Marxism; 
most notably, not only claims but demands individual 
moral judgments (“arbitrary” the existentialist sense, 
i.e., assumed act personal will rather than derived 
from extra-human source structure), and considers 
these moral judgments independent from and sense 
superior the social and economic forces which 
form them. 

Following selection from the first Kolakowski article, 
which was subtitled “The Conspiracy Aesthetes.” This 
section dialogue between “the the 
moralist, and “the Revolutionary,” the Communist; its 
purpose demonstrate the philosophical position 
those who refuse commitment Communist terms. 
subsequent issues East will print further selections. 


and 


SAYS THE INTELLECTUAL his opponent, 


the Revolutionary, “that certain historical mo- 
ment the specific interest the working class becomes 
completely identified with the interests all mankind 
and not only preserves all-human values but the only 
force capable saving them. But what proofs you 
apart from vague 
philosophic speculation? What right have, the 
name that speculative dialectic the future, re- 
nounce present the highest values human existence? 


have for this assertion, historico- 


And experience far does not confirm your optimism— 
the contrary, shows that this specific interest, you 
human 
... The first, the second, 


understand it, often realized contrary all 
values. And here are examples. 

“If you represent certain historical reality, what 
basis you ask affirm morally? Just because 
reality? will not support any form historical exist- 
ence solely because somebody persuades that 


unavoidable—even believed its unavoidability, for 


which present there evidence. crime the law 
history, the realization this law reason for 
become criminal? Why should that so? You not 
let measure your moves with measuring rod 
absolute values because, your opinion, such values either 
not exist all are purely imagined. But the other 
hand, you yourselves talk about all-human values which 
must absolute; thus, silently, you introduce into your 
doctrine axiomatic absolutism vague and equivocal 
way order destroy immediately with equally equivo- 
cal ‘historical relativism.’ With this package you come 
demanding that should immediately renounce all the 
highest creations human culture because your doctrine 
promises return them intact after indefinite 
period time. 

“Therefore, you demand for your own historical phi- 
losophy and your own history unlimited moral credit al- 
though every step they both unmask their insolvency. 
You, who rashly agree give everything the Moloch 
current reality the unjustified hope having 


é 


who really wants responsible for the treasures 
which human history has discovered and produced will 
defend them all costs—i.e., also the cost separating 
himself from the chaos current struggle they can 
preserved only outside the battlefield.” 

“But the Revolutionary remarks 
this point, “that you know how save these eternal values 
only together with your own person. also strange 
that, doubting historical ground, you not notice 
all the direction which the other side history aim- 
ing, whose existence there doubt. Pyres books 
are fire there. What did you save them? you 
think will enough you yourself learn them heart? 
There, intestines are torn from bellies and faces are 
trampled heavy boots. What did you prevent 
Perhaps you think that you will achieve something 
with your sermons about universal love, preached fully 
armed soldiers? That you will extinguish fire repeating 
the ten commandments?” 


The Intellectual answers: 


are burning both sides Mount Sinai. 
you want count them compute your moral 
superiority? would miserable victory. You con- 
stantly tell that the threat human freedom huge 
that, order overcome it, worth while give 
freedom; you constantly repeat the slogan Saint 
Juste: There freedom for the enemies freedom. 
certain extent, ready agree. But must 


know who determines the division men into enemies 
freedom and defenders it. Always somebody who con- 
siders himself one the camps, i.e. somebody who 
trial simultaneously litigant, judge, prosecutor and 
addition policeman, all one person. engagement, 
which constantly forced, must therefore based 
absolute confidence that man, his present and 
his future intentions. That is, should have total con- 
fidence him which can hardly have myself. 
what basis could afford act that total confidence 
towards men who conflict which they are among 
the litigants always want the judges too—that is, 
deny the eternal and most elementary principle jus- 
tice—and who never agree that the controversy between 
them and their enemies should resolved anybody but 
themselves? And nevertheless judge, pronounce 
one the sides right, accordance with justice, must 
impartial before comes court, that is, fulfills his 
functions properly only when uses the same measuring 
rod abstract justice the arguments each the 
participants the controversy. However, you refuse 
this right, maintaining that must first your side 
order judge justly, that is, that have right 
judge only when the same time participant 
the trial. 

true that you have separate theory justify 
this abhorrent rule, namely, the theory the non-existence 
third force society torn class antagonisms, i.e., 
theory according which the office the judge the 


interpretation modern legislation entirely impossible. 


“The [Moscow] subway heavily decorated.” (Both the cartoons these pages appeared the same issue Nowa Kultura the 
first Kolakowski article. They were done Pole visiting Moscow, and are remarkable for poking fun the normally sacrosanct 
Soviet capital.) Nowa Kultura (Warsaw), September 1957 


4 
J | | } | Me, 
} | 
: } 


089800 


“As the picture indicates, Moscow has three television sets 
every inhabitant. dig Moscow’s crowded shacks.) 


Nowa (Warsaw), September 1957 


You consider your theory obvious and you ask 
recognize it, and you add that the very fact 
rejecting this theory, the very wish take the position 
judge the controversy, automatically place myself 
the camp your opponents. other words, rec- 
ognize the possibility the existence third force 
immediately classified you antagonist and such 
morally deprived the right judge your 
because then participant the trial. can avoid 
this only when recognize the theory the non-existence 
third force and accept your point view. have 
right judge and understand you only when one 
you. 

“Don’t you see that this way you use the same argu- 
ments that were used Soren Kierkegaard defense 
Christianity, saying that order understand Christianity 
first necessary accept it? You say the same thing: 
order understand you first necessary accept 
your arguments. You must see that this demand that 
unacceptable any rationalist the world, because 
rationalism, among other things, consists 
from choice until the arguments have been weighed. Your 
postulate, the other hand, requires accept your 
arguments before granting the right investigate 


them, and is, therefore, manifestation total irra- 


tionalism, against which warned the whole experi- 
ence European culture. not deny that with such 
methods action you may win many followers, but realize 
that you can never win them intellectual means; your 
position completely opaque, impenetrable rational 
thought because rejects priori any criticism act 
which, the nature things, hostile you and 
necessity—consciously unconsciously—made from the 
position the opposite camp. Your theory the non- 
existence the third force therefore basically irrational 
and unacceptable sensible beings. 

“And you say that protect the unchanging values 
culture, ridiculed you, together with own person, 
and for this reason you want unmask before 
audience aesthete love with himself, answer is: 
demonstrate that not care whether thought 

turn, the Revolutionary answers: “Your defense 
your indictment.” 

not defend interrupts the Intellectual. 
“Why does the world, for you, invariably consist prose- 
cuters and accused?” 

did not invent that the Revolutionary con- 
tinues. “One should able face its horrors and not 
lament over them. You accuse us, revolutionaries, divid- 
ing reality into two sides and demanding engagement 
one and only one side. This senseless accusing 
meteorologists causing hail and wind storms. The whole 
history mankind proof our arguments. The second 
proof the facto effectiveness our social action con- 
ducted the basis such interpretation conditions.” 

proves everything that previously put into 
the historian,” replies the Intellectual. “You analyze 
history, approaching with ready-made scheme, and 
the end the study you announce triumphantly that the 
same scheme emerged from your analysis—forgetting 
add that you yourselves put there first. And the practical 
effectiveness this interpretation the world has not 
been proved. How far this that movement really 
historically effective can evaluated only when its era 
has passed, only post. Maintaining that you, for the 
first time history, are free from limitations which are 
imposed man’s perspective his era, you fall victim 
the same which you rightly notice about 
your predecessors.” 

The Revolutionary laughs mockingly: qua mensura 
mensis fueritis, remetietur vobis.* trying say that 
boast our own alleged freedom historical 
limitations while you yourself are really free from them. 
After all, you who maintains that you control the 
world eternal values, transcending history and free from 
its pressure. We, the other hand, have clear realization 
the relativity values—what more, are the only 
ones really possess the skill historical thinking which 
permits also watch the present its constant 

“For with what judgment judge shall judged: and 


with what measure mete, shall measured you 


(Matthew VII, 2.) 
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know,” answers the Intellectual, “that you voice the 
general principle historicity, but not notice that 
you practice it. would not accuse you this and 
inconsistency general you accepted assumption 
alternative possibility—the recognition values which 
under circumstances can erased and the negation 
which evil any situation. But you act differently. 
Your relativity masked appearances fictitious im- 
mutability. You have values which essentially change every 
day and which are pronounced every day final. This 
the worst form relativity because buries both historical 
thinking—the value which not deny—and the un- 
changing and lasting human achievements. strange 
cult that professes monotheism but which daily changes the 
god which the object the cult. 

“You must notice that are waging peculiar dis- 
mirrors quite exactly that fictitious conversa- 
tion between Carnot* and Lavoisier,** recorded Romain 
Rolland. certain naivete, easily noticeable that drama, 
does not conceal the analogy from me. Carnot demands 
from his interlocutor approval for sacrificing the present 
for the future. Lavoisier answers that sacrifice truth, 
respect for oneself and all human values for the future— 
means sacrifice the future. cannot disagree with him. 
Lacking your faith, optimistic empty-worded, 
the foreseeability future things, cannot know what 
future results will follow from our present actions. There- 
fore, not agree that great moral and intellectual values 
should sacrificed the altar objectives the outcome 
which doubt. the other hand, know that, 
the contrary, the measures used necessarily imprint 
mark the ultimate outcomes.” 

“You succumb deceptive pictures which liberal 
ticians always paint about the revolutionary movement 
order denigrate replies the Revolutionary. “Our 
doctrine does not leave the whole present devoured. 
The present makes immediate use the revolution, and 
thanks this possible arrange that all its 
possibilities are not exploited but some are renounced for 


cussion. 


French statesman and general (1753-1823). 
French chemist (1743-1794) 
Revolution. 


executed during the French 


the sake greater future results. And all the measures 
which make you indignant are always defense against 
greater evil. Remember that politics, choice between 
two evils more common than choice between absolute 
good and evil. This premise the present which was 
not created either us.” 

will never believe, says the Intellectual, “that the 
moral and intellectual life mankind should conform 
the laws economic investment, that is, that one should 
expect better results tomorrow saving today, i.e. use 
lies for the triumph truth and take advantage crime 
order pave the way for nobility. know that often 
necessary choose between two evils. But when both 
possibilities are large extent evil, will everything 
refrain from choosing. this way also choose some- 
thing, only man’s right his own evaluation the 
situation which finds himself. This not very 

“But nevertheless, returning your example, history 
made Carnot right,” the Revolutionary}. 

did not notice that,” [said the Intellectual]. 

“In such case, the condition any further conversa- 
tion interpret again the whole history the world, 
which cannot done, especially are waiting for 
choice which must made right away, about the comple- 
tion this task,” [said the 

seems that this the point. are forced 
take some immediate attitude current changes, then 
cannot, course, wait for the uncertain results historico- 
philosophical discussions which may remain unresolved for 
hundred years. Therefore, our choice will always 
best determined that small particle certainty 
which possess. Lasting moral values, elaborated the 
long development man this moment, are the 
surest support have reality demands from choice 
which, ultimately, also moral character. any case, 
they are more worthy confidence than any historical 
science. And this the reason why, ultimately, stick 
opinion.” 


“Whatever happens?” 


happens.” 
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The Alcohol Problem the 
Soviet Bloc 


ALCOHOL consumption within the Soviet bloc 

has reached the dimensions major social problem. 
Although heavy drinking has been unofficially reported 
the rise the area for many years, only within the 
framework the “thaw” and the post-Twentieth Congress 
public accounting true conditions that authorities have 
admitted the seriousness the problem and the necessity 
for coming grips with it. Measured absolute quanti- 
ties, alcohol consumption the area about par with 
the rest Europe. The main source concern the sharp 
increase consumption hard liquor: vodka, rum* and 
brandy—while beer consumption, for instance, stable. 
Other ominous trends are the falling age level heavy 
drinkers, and the concentration alcohol consumption 
small proportion the population the industrial centers. 
Uncontrolled drinking, the press contends, regularly 
factor hooliganism, crime, disease and accidents which 
disrupt society, well being prime cause 
worker absenteeism and inefficiency resulting production 
losses. 

The causes the problem, and the extent which the 
State responsible for its development, have been fre- 
quent topic the press, while the same time regime 
authorities are exploring various methods control, 
far without registering any significant successes. 


Extent and Effects 


ALCOHOL PROBLEM—and official concern with it— 


appear most advanced Poland and Czechoslovakia 
whose common denominator this case their relatively 
marked degree industrialization the bloc). Poland 
drunkenness virtually epidemic. Not only alcohol con- 
sumption heavy but increasing runaway speed. Cur- 
rent per capita consumption times higher than 
1938. Whereas between 1947 and 1956 the consumption 
vodka rose from 2.1 2.3 liters (in terms 100 percent 
alcohol), during the first half 1957 consumption has 
reached the rate liters per capita per year (Radio 
Warsaw, August 10). Radio Warsaw, August 1957, com- 
mented that drunkenness prevalent that there now 
saying: there Polish road Socialism, but 
there Polish road alcoholism.” his address 
Czestochowa August Cardinal Wyszynski warned that 


the Polish nation suffering from grave sickness, namely, 


*Made from sugar-beets. 


drinking.” Excessive drinking, linked with general inertia, 
bitterness, paralysis will, alleged seriously jeopar- 
dizing the Gomulka regime’s efforts stabilize national 
life and revitalize the Polish economy. 


The outbreaks violence which have occurred sporadi- 
cally Polish industrial centers since the Poznan riots are 
attributed the Polish press large part excessive 
drinking. For example, its account riot fair 
Jaroslaw last Spring, Sztandar Mlodych (Warsaw), 
May 1957, blamed “the large quantity alcohol sale 
the fair.” Express Wieczorny (Warsaw), March 28, 1957, 


asserted that percent “hooligan 


“*Man’—how proud the word sounds.” 


(This caption, and the identical one the Polish illustration 
opposite, line from Gorky.) 


Dikobraz (Prague), December 1956 


proud the word sounds.” 


Szpilki (Warsaw), June 23, 1957 


ances public order, vandalism, traced 
alcohol. During the past year Warsaw courts handed out 
11,294 sentences for “hooligan committed under the 
influence alcohol; during the same period drunken driv- 
ers caused 2,546 road accidents. And during the first three 
months 1957, 71,000 adults and 650 juveniles were 
arrested for drunkenness (Polish Press Agency [Warsaw], 
August 

According Sztandar Mlodych, April 1957, investi- 
gations the Warsaw juvenile courts show that out 
100 cases the motive for the first crime committed 
juveniles, particularly theft, obtain money for vodka. 
Authorities Poland are particularly concerned over 
drinking among the youth. conference teachers, doc- 
tors and social workers held April disclosed that there 
had been considerable increase teenage drinking 
students’ hostels. According reports made the con- 
ference, the district Bytom more than percent 
school students drink alcoholic beverages occasionally; 
Sosnowiec, drinking among students practically uni- 
versal; survey made several years ago Pruszkow showed 
that only two out 1700 school children had never had 
hard liquor. According investigations other locali- 
ties, about one fourth the vocational school students 
drink excess. spokesman for the Mental Health Cen- 
ter cited certain cases with which the Center dealing 


every day: mental and nervous disorders and other ail- 
ments which are the consequences parents’ addiction 
alcohol and the protracted consumption alcohol 
young people. Teachers reported that scholarship money, 
which given directly students, often spent vodka; 
young people also spend their earnings from scrap collec- 
tion liquor (Trybuna Ludu April 10, 1957). 

Czechoslovakia between 1949 and 1955 the consump- 
tion all alcoholic beverages rose percent; hard 
liquor—chiefly percent. 1956, per capita con- 
sumption Prague was about pints spirits; the 
industrial Ostrava region, 1034 pints. Lud (Bratislava), 
January 17, 1956, declared: Slovakia, con- 
siderable number people start work ‘bolstered’ alco- 
hol. Daily young and older people end before the di- 
vorce courts because alcohol. Daily bury people 
the cemeteries also because alcohol. For many years 
have been underestimating this serious danger which 
has grown into social menace.” 

According the Czechoslovak press, the number 
traffic accidents caused drunkenness has risen per- 
cent since 1949 
24, 1957) 1954-55 intoxicated persons were responsible 
for more than 2,700 automobile accidents, killing 135 peo- 
ple and causing estimated 3,500,000 koruny’s worth 
material damage ($500,000 the official rate). test 
carried out Bratislava during weekend period revealed 
that out 100 drivers only seven had not consumed any 
alcohol during the preceding hours, while were defi- 
nitely intoxicated (Radio Bratislava, July 1956). 
cording Lidova Demokracie, August 31, 1956, one out 
seven crimes the country committed under the influ- 
ence alcohol. Articles the February and April 
1957 issues linked alcoholism with the suicide rate and with 


Lidova Demokracie February 


percent increase fatalities from cirrhosis the liver. 
The pre-Revolution press Hungary, while publishing 
figures, carried numerous articles alcoholism, mainly 
the form individual case histories (real hypotheti- 
cal). After the Revolt, the incidence drinking sharply 
increased. first this was only tacitly implied, state- 
ments that the number divorces was increasing and that 
divorce often caused alcoholism. August 23, Esti 
Hirlap (Budapest) stated outright that “consumption 
alcoholic beverages jumped 24.6 percent this year. 
though people keep complaining shortages], the figures 
the liquor industry indicate that much more was con- 
sumed. Evidently was not enough. During the last 
quarter, 26.5 percent more wine and 6.9 percent more beer 
was consumed than the same period last year. 
The regime-controlled press the other Soviet bloc 
countries, still committed the policy presenting only 
the 
printed any statistics general 


view and concealing the weaknesses 
internal situation, has not 
facts alcoholism. But the 
refers drunkenness problem among the youth. 
Narodna (Sofia), December 1955, said that the 
average case hooliganism invariably associated with 
liquor. According the June 1954 issue this paper: 
“The Secretary the Youth League Pobit Kamuk, 


press frequently 


when asked his opinion the heavy drinking 
among the boys the League, replied: told you 
that the boys get drunk every day was joking. They 
only Sundays.’” article the June 23, 1954 issue 
criticized the incidence alcoholism among writers. 

Romania the prices alcoholic beverages produced 
and sold the State are almost prohibitive for average 
consumers. result, illegal production and consumption 
alcohol reportedly widespread, particularly the 
peasants the countryside. The rigidly controlled Ro- 
manian press makes mention the subject. 


Causes Drinking 


THE poet Mihaly Vorosmarty 


1842 
wrote: 

“The Hungarian drinks wine—good for him: 
moderation, the good liquid could harm, 
Compatriot, friend, drink the wine, 
Cheerful, somber, despondent: turn drink, 
Wine kills worry, kindles joy, 
Nothing has its healing power this earth.” 


According orthodox Communist propaganda, drunk- 
enness legacy bourgeois society, and its persistence 
the Communist era due therefore insufficient educa- 
tion the masses. encourage drunkenness was char- 
acteristic the bourgeoisie, who tried every way 
dim the consciousness the working class youth,” wrote 
Narodna (Sofia), June 11, 1954. “But that was 
the past. What today makes certain Comrades poison 
themselves with too much alcohol? With some young 
people drinking has simply become habit. Many are the 
cases which young worker after month’s work goes 
out and gets drunk soon receives his pay. 
our opinion the main reason they fall victim this vice 
poor Communist indoctrination youth.” 


Social Aspects 


More recently, conditions brought about Communist 
economic, social and cultural policies have been openly 
indirectly indicted many countries the area. The 
dislocations caused forced industrialization, 
resultant uprooting the population, fragmentation 
family and community life, combined with the Communist 
assault traditional morals and values, created social 
instability which drinking became both symptom and 
contributing factor. The hardships and frustrations 
life the cities and new industrial settlements—the acute 
shortage living space, recreational facilities and con- 
sumer goods—lead workers, especially the young ones, 
spend their ready cash liquor the most accessible 
source relaxation and distraction. 

The Polish press particular has charged social de- 
moralization the policies the Stalin era, “the period 
errors and distortions.” Zycie Warszawy, February 24, 
1957, cited the economic pressure mothers take jobs, 
mass migration the population from village town un- 
der the program manpower distribution, effects the 


This photo drunk restaurant was used illustration 
article, Swiat (Warsaw) February 10, 1957, entitled 
“On the murky soul the hooligan and the Militia’s obliga- 


tions. 


“many political, social and economic measures 
causing the disintegration the family,” which one 
the most damaging was the introduction discord re- 
lations between the home, the school and the Communist 
youth organizations. Zachodni (Poznan), March 
1957 wrote similarly the breakdown traditional 
authority, and its effects: undermining the moral 
authority religion and ethics without replacing with 
some other authority [sic] led real devastation. Add 
this the undermining parental influence and have 
the true picture. child who heard one thing home 
and another school very quickly and 
ceased believe the authority his elders, any moral 
principles and restraints. 


war and 


Describing life the workers’ hostels, this article con- 
tinued: “Young people living workers’ hostels 
haps the most wayward. rule they earn good wages, 
and many them could buy radios, bicycles, books 
clothes which, combined with certain cultural activities, 
could the start building life for themselves. But 
these boys live four bunks one small room, and the 
labor fluctuation causes perpetual changes roommates, 
they have hide their shoes under their pillows night 
lest someone steal them—then buying radios and bicycles 
out the question. Any kind entertainment after 
work also out the question these hostels. What 
not out the question vodka, which the major 
part their wages often drowned. 

Clearly the regime’s neglect the workers’ off-the-job 
needs and comforts has contributed the increase 
drinking. Panstwo Prawo (Warsaw), August 1956, 
blamed lack recreational facilities for the high incidence 
hooliganism and drinking Nowa Huta. The paper 
pointed out that the youth Nowa Huta have nothing 
their free time; two small movie theaters and in- 
active House Culture are all there their disposal. 
“The consequences are apparent everywhere. The 
boredom leads hooliganism, drinking, card playing, sex- 
ual promiscuity, etc.” The article urged that every two 
workers’ hostels provided with large recreation room 
where young people could play games, read, dance, pro- 


duce shows. also recommended putting restrictions 
the sale alcohol Saturdays and paydays. Tygodnik 
Zachodni suggested: “Young boys who are employed and 
often earning good wages would like not only 
able engage sports, but enjoy occasional dance 
with girls. All over France, England, Germany and 
elsewhere, there are many places where young people can 
young worker takes his girl walking the country out- 
side the town and winter bar where vodka 
served; else, downhearted, homeless and shivering, they 
simply wander around the streets, keeping themselves 
warm with bottle vodka from the boy’s hip pocket.” 
That many people seek escape from worry, fatigue and 
frustration alcohol established hypothesis West- 
ern medical theory. But the Communists are generally 
tight-lipped this theme, partly result their rejec- 
tion Western psychological analysis principle, partly 
perhaps out reluctance admit drinking evidence 
low morale. notable departure from the rule was 
article Tygodnik Powszechny, April 28, 1957, which at- 
tributed the heavy drinking Poland, particularly War- 
saw, nervous tension. the author’s words, “people 
are extremely nervous. They live under terrible strain 
which exhausts them. Nobody ever saw nerves, but every- 
body feels them.” The author cited the prevailing pessi- 
mism, dissatisfaction and restlessness. know that people 
are overtired, nervous, disillusioned. know that for many 
years they were driven work too hard and that the 
end this work proved largely ineffective. the 
meantime, are ruled nerves. Nerves, nerves, more 


The scene front bar post-revolutionary Budapest. The 
lady cab driver motioning the drunkard that she not al- 
lowed take him customer. 


Erdekes Ujsag May 11, 1957 


than anything else. They are strained like strings 
tennis racket, and they buzz like telegraph wire.” 

The author contended that because nerves that 
people “drink like sponges, like fish. the first quarter 
this year the consumption alcohol was 130 percent more 
than anticipated. This one plan have overfulfilled! 

The Czechoslovak press, while less ready connect the 
drinking problem directly general Communist policies, 
also acknowledged that deficiencies living conditions 
play large part the incidence drinking. Pravda 

Bratislava), April 1956, its lead article, said that 
stead educating people new and better way life, 
which rests higher living standard, such better 
clothes apartments, frequently took more pains 
see that every factory has its plant canteen, every com- 
munity its tavern.” Shortcomings cultural and social 
life are apparent the way the working people amuse 
themselves. “It extremely painful that not know 
how enjoy ourselves civilized manner. For the ma- 
jority our people amusement synonymous with getting 
drunk and singing and brawling.” 

Praca (Bratislava), March 11, 1956, report the 
workers’ hostels attached industrial plants, painted the 
familiar picture social and cultural vacuum and added 
that “sometimes the boredom leads drunkenness and inci- 
dents.” local cafe Martin, the reporter observed 
group 17-year-old employees the Martin Stalin plant 
drinking wine and rum. fight broke out while they were 
dancing jitterbug and when they were ejected from the 
cafe they continued brawling the street. The reporter 
commented: “This was not exceptional occurrence. 

Prace (Prague), June 1956, revealed that alcoholism was 
great scourge the Jachymov uranium mine district. 
Brigade workers not have decent accommodations and 
entertainment available. Liquor promoted and 
bottle rum the only “antidote boredom.” 


Economic Aspects 


aspect State responsibility for alcohol consumption 
unique Communist countries lies the nature State 
control the economy under Communism. One the 
standard Marxist charges against the free enterprise sys- 
tem that under capitalism, commercial interests 
suit easy profits create and exploit market for harmful 
commodities regardless their effects health and mor- 
als. Under Communism, the State the sole owner the 
liquor industry and retail distribution network. Alcoholic 
beverages have proven substantial source revenue 
the State; for example, the annual value alcoholic 
beverages consumed Czechoslovakia 5.5 billion koruny, 
$764,000,000 the official exchange rate (Radio Brati- 
slava, July 1956). And the Communist State system 
production planning and wage computation, applied 
the liquor industry, has decisively contributed the 
increase alcohol consumption. 

Thus, order fill the turnover (gross sales) quotas 
set for them the State, food stores, bars and restaurants 


have recourse the most blatant pressure tactics pro- 
mote the sale alcoholic beverages. August 17, 1956 
Vecerni Praha (Prague) censured the headwaiter the 
Alfa Cafe who had refused let guest have milk for his 
tea and insisted have rum with instead. “Since time 
immemorial tea supposed drunk with rum,” was 
the headwaiter’s verdict. Mlada Fronta (Prague), March 
16, 1957, described the experience couple who had 
gone the Five P’s, Prague club, celebrate the wife’s 
birthday. The waiter declined serve them two coffees 
without “something else,” specifically something alcoholic. 
When asked what grounds made this condition re- 
plied: “You know, Mister, have stiff norms and can- 
not meet them otherwise. did not this half those 
young people sitting there would drink just coffee.” Be- 
fore departing indignantly the couple noticed group 
young customers whose eyes were “bloodshot with alcohol.” 
Prace, April 1957, accused the manager the House 
Culture Habrtov turning the House into bar for 
financial reasons. 

1956 the Hungarian press conducted campaign 
against similar conditions tearooms and cafes Hun- 
gary. reporter investigating tearoom Debrecen 
found his way barred “brawling who were 
finally taken away the police. According the proprie- 
tor the tearoom, the shop’s gross receipts for April were 
scheduled 127,000 forint, which the shop had ex- 
ceeded 16,000 forint. The sale cakes had amounted 
forint, and brandy 113,200 forint. With- 
out the sale alcoholic beverages, said, the shop would 
have fulfilled only 4.2 percent the quota (Magyar 
Nemzet May 29, 1956). The reporter also 
cited tearoom Hatvani Street which characterized 
“smoke-filled air and foul language.” its total 
monthly receipts only percent derived from the sale 
food. 


“Those who like spend quiet hour sipping tea and 
enjoying piece cake have long ago given the tea- 
room Cegledi Street,” the article continued. “But the 
fate the so-called tearoom was determined the in- 
spectors the municipal council. They made the follow- 
ing entry the control book: ‘In the interest greater 
turnover the choice alcoholic 


beverages 


must 

The availability hard liquor the Soviet bloc was, 
until recently, combined with virtually complete absence 
“soft” beverages. Jerzy Putrament, prominent Polish 
Communist writer, made this issue after visiting the 
United States 1955 (Przeglad Kulturalny 
November 10, 1955 


“The New York bars—and American bars general— 
are particularly noteworthy 
they 


because although course 
serve liquor and beer, unlike our taverns they also 
wide choice other drinks which not contain 
drop alcohol begin with, fruit juices: orange, 
pineapple, grapefruit, etc. those who point out that 
cocoanuts and pineapples not grow Grojec 
country near Warsaw] point out that tomatoes are grown 
Grojec but our beloved country they are only 
served with vodka. America there separate industry 


“God, and has only just started writer!” [authors, 
among others, have recently been for their excessive 
drinking. 


Rohac (Bratislava), April 11, 1957 


making tomato juice. excellent drink. With bit 

salt added, could very well replace our indispensable 

‘one vodka’ taken before every meal. 

Apart from this there are half dozen other drinks 
available American bar: ginger ale, for instance, and 
some sort sweet carbonated drink with slight nutmeg 
flavor which, served glass with ice, excellent.” 
Putrament took bold stand behalf the principle 

American soft drinks: “Our ‘experts’ America re- 
solved make Coca-Cola symbol the great imperialist 
menace. The truth have even had poems denouncing 
the plague. This foolish hatred. The drink itself may 
considered good bad according one’s taste. How- 
ever, has one overriding merit: does not contain alco- 
hol. fight Coca-Cola promoting ‘national’ liquor 
foolish and ineffective. The most ‘imperialistic’ Coca- 
Cola preferable the (ideologically) purest domestic 
vodka. 

Those our citizens [who not want alcoholic 
drinks] have very poor choice alternatives. What can 
they get the Municipal Retail Trade refreshment stands? 
Sometimes there horrible lukewarm insipid lemonade; 
sometimes—very rarely—a warm soda pop. The sole drink 
which available everywhere and always beer, that 
precious fluid which makes bellies grow big 
whirl.” 


Prevention and Control 


THE period, the only aspect alco- 

hol consumption interest the authorities was the 
negative effect workers’ productivity. Thus, disci- 
plinary matter, control drinking was function the 
trade union organizations, whose methods consisted 
penalizing absenteeism delinquency due alcohol 
withholding wages and other benefits. The State was un- 
willing limit the production and sale liquor; and 


commenting sober worker passing]: “To hell 
with him, the fellow doesn’t have any interest the collective.” 
The cartoon was headed “Sometimes even such things happen.” 


Rohac (Bratislava), June 13, 1956 


neither the legal nor medical apparatus the State was 
utilized, or, indeed, was adequate for fighting alcoholism. 
Now the scope and urgency the problem have forced 
the regimes Czechoslovakia, Poland and Hungary 
take action along all these lines: legal, medical, and last 
but perhaps most significant, economic. The authorities 
have come recognize that the commercial exploitation 
the drinking habit is—apart from all moral considera- 
tions—economically unsound. (Prague), November 
1956, put the argument simply: “We must make the 
waiter realize that the few koruny accumulation [term 
for fulfillment the planned which gains 
every week from youthfuf drinkers does not pay from the 
overall State point view. the following day these 
young people take out their work performance. And 
society spends twice the amount the accumulation 
the treatment those who excessive consumption 
alcohol become prematurely incapable work. 


Poland 


Poland control alcoholism was hitherto exercised 
only Trade Union Council body: the Central Social 
Anti-Alcoholic Committee, which functioned very 
narrow basis. The regime first adopted broader approach 
the problem late 1955, when launched propa- 
ganda campaign reduce the rate alcohol consumption. 
this time the national councils Warsaw, Lublin, 
Cracow and other major cities passed resolutions limiting 
both the number establishments permitted sell liquor 
well the hours sale. Obligatory minimum consump- 
tion charges were abolished restaurants and cafes (with 
the exception those with entertainment). 

April 27, 1956, the Polish Parliament passed law 
which forbade the sale liquor persons under 
visibly intoxicated, and prohibited liquor sales working 
establishments, workers’ hostels, rest houses resorts, trains, 
all-night restaurants, and other public places. The law 
further provided for compulsory medical treatment (hos- 


pital commitment) alcohol addicts. also contained 
certain measures for protecting the families alcoholics 
(such withholding part the drinker’s wages and 
forwarding directly his family 

the eve the law’s publication, Trybuna Ludu 
(Warsaw) May 1956 pointed out important omis- 
sion. The paper asserted that the law “solves only part 
the problem” combating alcoholism. “The question 
which has not yet been solved and which particularly 
urgent the system giving premiums (bonuses) the 
retail trade enterprises, which are [therefore] still interested 
the sale alcoholic beverages, particularly vodka.” 
Wage bonuses for the sale liquor were abolished shortly 
thereafter. But the Polish press has continued disparage 
the law, citing the uninterrupted rise alcohol consump- 
tion proof its ineffectuality. Slowo Powszechne wrote 
February 19, 1957: year ago, prior the adoption 
the anti-alcoholic law, the press was overflowing with 
articles the importance, advisibility and necessity 
such law. Today, the law exists—but the consumption 
alcohol surpasses all previous records. The impres- 
sion persists that the purely financial aspects—the income 
derived the State budget from the production and sale 

Express Wieczorny, March noted that the consump- 
tion vodka has greatly increased since 1955, significantly 
the latter half 1956 just following the publication 
the law. The paper criticized the regime’s failure carry 
through the medical provisions called for the law. 
said that Warsaw there are theoretically ten medical 
centers for alcol.olism, but fact one has been closed for 
several months and two others have physicians. Those 
centers which function are open twice week for three 
hours, while the number habitual drinkers Warsaw 
who need treatment more than 10,000, according the 
paper. 

Sluzba Zdrowia (Warsaw), February 17, charged that 
administration the law had bogged down red tape 


The law calls for the setting medical commissions, 
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28, 


attached the national councils, recommend cases for 


Jedna rodina 


Cartoon entitled “One Family” illustrates premise that worker 
plus equals industrial rejects. 


Rohac (Bratislava), June 1956 


hospital commitment. However, the Ministries Justice 
and Health had failed take the necessary administrative 
steps establish these commissions. The Minister Health 
blamed the slowdown lack available hospital space 
for such 

editorial Przekroj (Cracow), July 1957, com- 
pared the money spent vodka—more than billion 
zloty 1956—with the total amount wage increases 
for that year Poland, which was about billion zloty. 
Thus, was pointed out the amount spent alcohol was 
equal two-thirds the total wage increase. 1957 figures 
indicate similar trend. 

The writer acknowledged that anti-alcoholic propaganda, 
restriction sales, and increased production non-alco- 
holic beverages were important steps curbing alcoholism. 
But, claimed, the most effective results could pro- 
duced offering other incentives for spending money, in- 
cluding the opportunity save for house, motorcycle, 
television set car, “with reasonable certainty that 
one will able buy the thing for which one saving.” 
Also necessary are facilities for entertainment other than 
drinking: movie, dancing decent place, Sunday 
holiday excursion Poland abroad. 

The Central Social Anti-Alcoholic Committee has been 
operating annual fund 40,000 zloty. According 
Slowo Powszechne, February 1957, the Committee 
recently requested increase with which launch long- 
range preventive program. submitted the Council 
Ministers draft proposed bill which would authorize 
the provincial national councils levy special tax 
alcoholic beverages: zloty per liter hard liquor, zloty 
per liter pure vodka and brandy, and zloty per bottle 
wine. The yearly liquor sale 125 million liters would 
this way yield 500 million zloty which would used 
special fund for fighting alcoholism. Forty percent the 
fund would used finance educational films and litera- 
ture and set clinics. The remaining percent would 
used for building social, sports and entertainment facili- 
ties areas where heavy drinking obviously related 
recreational deficiencies. 

August 10, Radio Warsaw announced that the prices 
alcoholic beverages (beer and wine not included) had 
been raised percent, order “counteract the 
The communique added that the addi- 
tional State revenue derived from the increase alcohol 
prices would earmarked for wage increases for certain 
categories workers not covered the wage regulations 
1956-57. few days after this announcement the 
Gomulka government offered the striking transport work- 
ers Lodz wage increase out the anticipated extra 
vodka revenue. The essential contradiction between social 
aims and economic considerations under Communism was 
strikingly pointed this instance. The regime was, 
the one hand, vowing discourage alcohol consumption 
raising prices, and the other hand counting greater 
profits from alcohol sales supply the wage fund. Inter- 
estingly, the Lodz strikers emphatically rejected the regime’s 
offer, the grounds that they did not want share 
profits gained the debauching fellow citizens. 


August 12, press conference the government de- 
cree was held the office the Council Ministers. Vice 
Premier Piotr Jaroszewicz and Finance Minister Tadeusz 
Dietrich gave the following account the 


“The government expecting fall vodka consump- 
tion following the rise prices. This what happened 
the series past increases and can expected follow 
this time. 

“Afterward, however, the consumption alcohol used 
rise again, and recently the increase has been truly 
frightening scale. have been breaking all previous rec- 
ords drunkenness. The government the opinion that 
this time the consumption alcohol will, the result 
price increases, maintained the current level. Even 
this, unfortunately, will have counted consider- 
able achievement, least until the introduction other 
effective means present under discussion.” 


The statement said that more drastic price increase 
might produce better results but “it might also provide 
‘angerous and most undesirable incentive for the increased 
output The present price rises should 
lead higher revenue over one billion zloty, which will 
provide the source for wage increases. The statement em- 
phasized that this would the only such source for the 
time being. concluded: 


have now exhausted our possibilities. These are not 
new problems, but there are many who either not will 
not recognize this. shall able discuss any further 
[wage] increases only when have achieved greater pro- 
duction, and this not helped the recently observed 
trends higher voluntary absenteeism. The increases 


“Drunk 


Swiat (Warsaw), April 14, 1957 
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Aleoholic patient shown being treated Budapest hospital. The 
mask over the eyes was the original. 
Lapja (Budapest), June 20, 1957 


obtained through increased revenue from the sale 
spirits merely amount transferring money from one 
pocket the other—from the pockets those who have 
enough spend money unlimited drinking those who 
often lack money for the immediate necessities. Such 
operations cannot relied upon for the long run. There 
only one sound solution namely increased produc- 
tion.” 


the same day the Presidium the Central Council 
Trade Unions issued statement fighting alcoholism 
(Radio Warsaw, August 12). The Presidium requested the 
government intensify control and increase penalties for 
infringements the law combating alcoholism, specifi- 
cally, take measures through the Treasury organs against 
illegal stills and unlawful sales liquor. Trade enterprises 
were asked strictly observe the regulations concerning 
the sale drinks and enlighten the youth about the 
dangers drinking. Doctors were requested extend 
anti-alcoholic treatment and the health service organiza- 
tions set rehabilitation clinics. 

The statement said that the whole trade union move- 
ment should take part the campaign, this affects every 
family. Trade union organs should actively organ- 
ize sport and cultural facilities and entertainments without 
liquor. Factory and workers’ councils should make easier 
for the drunkard’s family obtain his earnings. Wages 
should paid days when liquor not for sale. 

The Presidium recommended that those who violate 
labor discipline because drinking should denied their 
share the factory profits, and sanctions should ap- 
plied against them, including dismissal from work. 


Czechoslovakia 
the Soviet bloc countries, Czechoslovakia had the 
most extensive existing apparatus for alcohol control, al- 
though proved unequal the growing demands upon it. 
Legislation passed during the First Republic and 1948, 
year the Communist coup, regulate conditions for the 


sale alcohol and provide for certain legal, educational 
and medical measures against alcoholism. 1954 new 
institution, acclaimed the first its kind, was opened 
Marianske Lane 
service, center and night sanitarium for after- 
work attendance alcoholics Slovo 
September 24, 1954). So-called reception centers—popu- 
larly operated 
Prague, Brno and other These provide overnight 
accommodations for intoxicated persons compulsory 
fee koruny. For more advanced treatment there are 
alcoholic departments the major hospitals which func- 
tion under the national health service, accept only volun- 
tary patients and charge fee. six-week 
minimum course treatment which combines drug therapy 
with psychotherapy and discussions with organization 
rehabilitated alcoholics (similar Alcoholics Anony- 
mous). 

the August 16, 1956 issue Prace (Prague) reader 
charged that what was far being done against alcohol- 
ism joke.” shall probably not able cure 
the old ones,” wrote, “but our primary concern should 
see that new alcoholics are not allowed develop.” 

late 1956 the regime formed 
Central Anti-Alcoholism Committee coordinate and 
direct anti-alcoholic activities. the same time the gov- 
ernment took the economic steps without which all other 
measures were unavailing. government decree Sep- 
tember 19, 1956, directed the State Planning Office re- 
duce the production hard liquor and simultaneously 
increase the production soft beverages. The hard liquor 
production quota for 1957 was cut 8.5 percent. 

October 27, 1956 Rude Pravo announced that 
part the anti-alcoholic drive, retail trade enterprises had 
been instructed not display liquor shop and restau- 
rant windows and not advertise its sale 


includes counselling 


known 


cities. 


These provide 


inter-ministerial 


any 


way. 


¥ 


article night life post-revolutionary Buda- 
pest. 


Erdekes Ujsag (Budapest), May 11, 1957 


aa } _ 
\ 4 ¥ f 


Alcoholic beverages were longer available food 
retail stores plant cafeterias, and public cafeterias 
only token amounts with tea coffee. The November 
issue the paper described travelling exhibit arranged 
the Prague Regional Trade Union Council showing 
how preventive measures the medical and cultural field 
were being developed fight alcoholism. the same 
time the paper denounced name those taverns and res- 
taurants Prague which either did not carry non-alcoholic 
beverages refused serve them. 

article Lidova Demokracie, February 10, 1957, 
soft drink production reported that new cola-type 
drink, would put the market the Spring. 
The official Czechoslovak news agency, CTK, May 
claimed that soft drink consumption Czechoslovakia 
would soon rival that Belgium, which said the high- 
est Europe. 


Mlada Fronta (Prague), March 31, commended the 
action the Restaurant Collective Cesky Tesin. The 
Collective had pasted notices all its restaurants and cafes 
with the slogan: “The aim our work not the sale 
alcohol,” followed menu four-course meal which 
could bought for the same price several glasses 
rum. According the May 1957 issue the foreign- 
language periodical Czechoslovak Life (Prague), new 
wage system eliminating sales bonuses being introduced 
all retail liquor stores. 

Radio Prague broadcast June reviewed the sit- 
uation liquor consumption and control. The broadcast 
suggested that the increase hard liquor consumption 
linked increased supply spending money and that 
the best means control through education: 


“As result six major reductions prices food 
and consumer goods the past two years, the Czecho- 
slovak people’s purchasing power has been steadily increas- 
ing. However, there are some people who feel that any 
extra money left over after basic expenses are paid best 
spent 

“Take Mr. Novak, fictitious person. Mr. Novak used 
drink beer, but now that has more money prefers 
spirits. gets very merry after few glasses slivovitz 
rum, but what does not realize that causing 


PAPER Smena (Bratislava), April 1957, 
carried account discussion held between 
the Youth League Bratislava Teachers College 
and group young writers and literary critics. 
assistant teacher the college mentioned that the 
young people were interested the authors’ personal 
lives, their morals, idiosyncracies and also their drink- 
ing habits. 

The authors’ spokesman this respect, poet Milan 
Ferko, was reported have said: “Oh good Lord, 
all drink; chimney sweeps drink, street cleaners 

The assistant teacher condemned this statement 
“not serious.” 


Note: “One zloty the price every bottle vodka goes 
the fight against alcoholism.” 
zloty the fight against 
Szpilki (Warsaw), August 18, 1957 


headache not only himself but also the Czechoslovak 
government.” 


The broadcast quoted the official figures rising con- 
sumption and the steps which the regime had taken re- 
duce it: “To find out what being done let follow 
Mr. Novak the early hours the morning when leaves 
the bar. see him involved minor street fight. The 
next place find him reception center for alcohol- 
ics. How great his surprise when the following morn- 
ing presented with bill for koruny, which repre- 
sents about hours work for him. Then invited 
attend lecture alcoholism. most cases this all 
that 


The medical and economic measures adopted the 
regime curb alcohol consumption were further described. 
conclusion, was conceded that “so far, startling 
results have been achieved the fight against alcoholism, 
but Professor Karel Kacl, chairman the Central Anti- 
Alcoholism Committee, has made clear that the medical 
profession can count the full support the press and 
the public. stressed that the goal was neither prohibi- 
tion nor total abstinence—only teach Mr. Novak en- 


i 


joy his slivovitz rum and stop good time before 
has one too many.” 


Hungary 


the summer 1956 the Hungarian government sub- 
stantially raised prices hard liquor. address the 
National Assembly July 30, 1956, then Premier Andras 
Hegedus said that the step had been taken “in view the 
harm resulting from the increased consumption 
and the fact that the wine output the last two years has 
been very The retail price rum and brandy 
was raised approximately percent, the price other 
liquors 20-30 percent. the same time the price 
domestic wines was reduced 10-20 percent. The tax 
wines produced kolkhozes was reduced percent 
enable them sell lower prices. 

This measure apparently brought about more tangible 
results than any other reported the Soviet bloc. 
(Budapest), September 16, 1956, claimed that after the 
price changes, rum consumption fell percent and brandy 
consumption percent, while wine consumption doubled. 
The September 1956 issue the same paper reported 
that restrictions had been imposed the sale alcohol 
the tearooms and cafés. 

Upon seizure power after the crushing the Revolt, 
the Kadar regime adopted line toward alcohol consump- 
tion which was the complete reverse the trend elsewhere. 
least the first six months, the regime’s policy was 
encourage and increase consumption. The prohibition 
sale alcohol tearooms was rescinded. Press propa- 
ganda presented drinking harmless, agreeable pastime, 
and the drunkard, jokes and pictures, appeared 
jovial “good fellow.” There were two ostensible reasons 
for the regime’s attitude: first all, the State stood 
dire need the revenue from liquor sales; and second, 
was consistent with Kadar’s policy “indulging” and 
lulling the restless population its peripheral desires and 
needs. However, the middle May 1957, distinct 
change attitude was apparent the press. The regime 
evidently had realized that the situation was getting out 
control. There are still prohibitions penalties for 
alcoholic abuses. But the press now conducting cam- 
paign persuasion and “education”: urging alcoholics 
seek medical treatment, exhorting wives exert influence, 
presenting examples the disastrous effects alcoholism, 
mainly the social and domestic sphere. article citing 
several such cases, published the women’s magazine 
Nok Lapja (Budapest), June 1957 (see following), sug- 
gested—but without much force conviction—that sterner 
measures should applied drunkards, such compul- 
sory commitment, greater police control, withholding 
wages. 

* * 

The problem excessive drinking now open issue 

Poland, Czechoslovakia and Hungary, and can as- 


Szpilki (Warsaw), August 1957 


sumed that Bulgaria and Romania are similarly affected 
despite their silent press. The problem first all 
legacy the economic misery and repression the Stalin 
era. Its present more overt, public expression can ex- 
plained the greater freedom from police intimidation 
since Stalin’s death, and its continuing growth the rest- 
lessness and uncertainty generated the political up- 
heavals the past year. The Communist authorities know 
that this kind drinking symptom distrust and 
despair, that protest against conditions 
lems toward which people feel helpless and resentful. And 
these authorities are frightened the nationwide scale 
this demoralization. Whether the campaigns 
now under way will prove effective, whether the roots 
the problem are too deeply imbedded the whole po- 
litical and social malaise corrected measures aimed 


simply against alcohol consumption, remains seen. 


See next page for verbatim reprint Hungarian article Alcoholism and the Family. 
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“The Abandoned Ones” 


from Nok Lapja (Budapest), June 1957 


always smiling. This little smile, fixed 
the corners her thin lips, like the pale February 
sun the ice. seems frozen her face, product 
her desperate efforts not lose control herself. She 
expects nothing, she has hope. She like brave sailor, 
plugging the holes sinking ship. 

first sight see nothing strange, entering her home. 
Family pictures against the wall, man reading the 
table, children playing outside. What the odd uneasiness 
the atmosphere? Why that when the children enter 
the room, they seem bewildered, and pass their father 
without word greeting? Why there heavy silence 
between man and wife? The answer found the 
nights when the head the family staggers home, and 
his drunken fury threatens his family with knife. And 
also the days when his furtive glance weighs what else 
might smuggle out the drab apartment turn into 
liquor, and when steals the last pennies out his wife’s 
purse. 

For always thirsty and never has money. get 
some would have work. the other hand, who can 
stand day after day machine with nerves taut, worn 
out alcohol? Yes, times, some occasional job, for 
few days after that there liquor and violence. 

these occasions the wife’s thin lips becorne thinner— 
and she just takes it. “There are five children, what can 
do? Where can go? And can’t throw him out, either. 
After his first bout packed things and went home. 
came after me. get rid him, where would find 
another fool like support him and take care him? 
Maybe the good Lord himself couldn’t help.” 

While she talks she continues her wash. late 
night, dark, with just few stars twinkling high above. 
There are women, who right now are the theater, but 
other times talk with their husbands their quiet homes 
about pleasant plans for the future. Others again sit the 
bedside their children, perhaps telling them stories. This 
woman here continues her washing with movements which 
are almost automatic. She derives strength from her intense 
desire keep her children clean, make enough cover 
their absolute needs. And yet, everyone must have dream. 
She sighs longingly, “You know what saving for?” 
Pointing the naked window she says, want buy some 
curtains; something white, light and very clean.” 

Like gaping wound, the broken window the door 
the little shack Angyalfold recalls the memory 
R.’s last trip home, when missed the handle and 

Well, need not too sad about the accident, has 
not left this vale tears forever, was only taken the 
jail Teve Street, cool him down after the disturbance 
and after the beating gave his family. from there 
that writes the doleful note: 

dear, only wife. Never again; not one drop.” 


was scared home. Father kept yelling and screaming and 
threatened mother with chair. She was crying. ran out here. 
Now scared home even though it’s getting dark soon.’” 


Nok Lapja June 1957 


But the woman only shrugs her shoulders. has been 
jail for such things least ten times; besides, when 
potted, doesn’t think twice about snitching things. 

Then she sighs with obvious relief: now rid him 
for while anyway. This sense relief visibly shared 
the whole family: mother and five children. peaceful 
family idyl; the only indication the row the fact that 
the mother keeps nursing her legs with wet packs. The 
oldest girl has just returned from the hospital where she 
was treated for similar reasons. Three the children are 
busy peeling potatoes for dinner and the smallest plays with 
the pigeons. The young ones got away with the least 
trouble, only few slaps. 

But what happens when comes out after few weeks? 

The woman thoughtful. She one those solid, 
work-hardened people; like deep-rooted tree, which has 
weathered many violent storms. 

“Well, have take him and I’ve put with him 
for years, manage little longer. The children are 
growing slowly and soon they can stand their 
own feet, can away with them. Some time the 
future.” 

Mrs. dreams life without violence; decent, quiet 
way grow old. 


* * * 


had read this novel, would say ‘what trash’: 
The good-looking man his knees the feet the 
woman, the tiny apartment Gomb Street. The window 
Open, every word can heard outside this balmy 
spring evening. But does not care. perhaps 
does not realize what goes outside his alcohol-sodden 
mind. Perhaps does not even see me. 

just keeps mumbling, “My love, only one, 


2 


you still wear your wedding band, let you go. 

The woman just sits, rigid, unmoved. She still young, 
wearing the light-blue uniform mail-carrier. 

the day before yesterday you beat again.” 

“My darling, beloved, only did because 
sorrow. For you have shortcomings, too. drink, but you 
have someone else.” 

“Yes.” 


“Well, you shouldn’t have. won’t let you anyone 
else. Let’s forget the past, start all over again. only 
drink soft right, don’t laugh, perhaps 
little wine with water. But just little.” 

many times have you promised the same thing?” 

And goes on: the deep wavering base and the dis- 
passionate, unfeeling soprano. She decent, good woman. 
How many beatings, horror-filled nights were necessary 
make her come the decision: can’t take more! She 


hit me! Come your senses! 


against 


Nok Lapja (Budapest), June 1957 


the morning when 
sober you'll ashamed you raised your hand against 


turned another man, who would take her away from 
here. The court will give her divorce tomorrow. She 
will somehow manage work her way out this abyss, 
but what price! Her five children will taken over 
the State. For she moves out this apartment and 
marries the new man, does not want the five children. 
But perhaps there will come moment when she will say 
herself: cannot live without them. And then she may 


voluntarily return the hell drunkard husband—for 
her children. 


Two women—but could name many more. 
visited them last night, knocking the doors the tiny 
houses Angyalfold, accompanied Mrs. Zoltan Szu- 
rovesek, charge children’s welfare the district. How- 
ever, the rest the stories are very similar, the difference 
only the shading. 

Visiting these houses was trying find the answer 
many puzzles. looked the new houses, the modern, new 
amusement places, the new parks, the whole budding life 
the growing community this new Angyalfold and its 
people, who were obviously anxious participate the 
experiment, and the torturous question arose: why? Why 
some these men reject all this? Why they reach 
for the dulling haze stupor? quite frank, found 
answer, impossible see how all started. One 
could easily accept pat answers: bad company, scorned 
love, women, bad living conditions. No, not one these 
gives satisfactory reason—or perhaps all them together. 
All the women questioned about the reasons and the 
beginning just shrugged their shoulders and said: One day 
just started drink. 

And that how the woman’s and the family’s calvary 
started. 


These women are defenseless; perhaps the colonial 
was one time the mercy his master much 
they are the mercy their husbands. 

first one apt take the thing lightly: why doesn’t 
she leave him? Yes, but how? practically every case 
saw, there were children, several them. The mother 
tied them, where can she go? She can’t lock the man 
out, because will cling her. most instances she 
supports him. The drunkard can hold job. 

this doesn’t work, perhaps one could something 
with the man. But again: how? won’t hospital 
treated. And about the beatings? For understandable 
reasons the police not like interfere. “How many 
times,” says Mrs. Szurovesek, “we called the police, saying 
that woman being beaten her husband. ‘Is there 
serious injury?’ comes the question from the other end 
the wire. ‘No, she only beaten.’ ‘Well, shall come 
gets serious.’ 

must face the fact that man free beat 
his wife day after day, can spend his money drinks, 
bring misery and privation his family 
there nothing can do? 


and scot free. 


first, course, all can think are prompt but 
superficial measures. more profound solution can 


hoped for only through improved financial conditions and 


; 


higher cultural level which world events and treasures 
the mind will mean much the people that the 
lowly refuge alcohol will not even tempt them. But this 
needs time. However, something must done right now. 

Far from interfere family matters, but 
feel that any personal freedom must limited 
point where can hurt others. Consequently 
give thorough consideration the following: 

Can leave irresponsible alcoholic whether 
not wants undergo treatment against alcoholism? 
don’t believe so. necessary, perhaps the request 
the family, man should forced take such cure. 

would desirable the police modified present 
practices. willingly admit that family affairs are private 
matters. the other hand can’t tolerate that 
irresponsible, brutal men should victimize their wives with 
impunity. 

Morally irresponsible men should not permitted 


Gomulka Warns Drinkers 


SPEECH the harvest festival Warsaw September Poland’s 
Party leader Gomulka lashed out against drunkenness, the “natural 


spend their income (and times even the special allowance 
granted the family) drink. could least arrange 
that these sad cases this allowance given the wife 
and not the husband. 

Stricter measures, e.g., punishing the drunkard for 
loafing, would drive home the unpleasant consequences 
his irresponsible way life with greater force. 

There law which provides that unworthy parents 
lose control over their children, but the present this 
rather theoretical. The law should modified that 
would not require extreme circumstances for the with- 
drawal parental control, but would possible 
suspend control for indeterminate period. The moral 
implications such verdict would have influence 
the father. 

Reading through suggestions again, myself feel that 
they are rather poor. They don’t hold too much promise. 


companion” speculation and theft, which endangering the rural economy. 
“Who does not know how many dirty deals are concluded with glass 
vodka? How many honest persons have been trapped the bog transgres- 
sion this way? How much blood has been spilled the countryside drunken 
hooligans? 

“We have quoted figures showing the increase livestock and milk pro- 
duction, the growing wealth the countryside,” said Gomulka. “But there 
are also other figures, sinister ones. the first six months [1957], the 
countryside spent billion zloty vodka, 900 million more than the cor- 
responding period last year. Can any conscientious, patriotic peasant acquiesce 
such state affairs? Can praise those presidiums the national 
councils which, instead facilitating the development crafts—such the 
manufacture building materials from local raw materials—have thrown 
open the doors various drinking 


Books, Censors and Gypsies 


November 12, 1957, the Polish Party newspaper Try- 
buna Ludu carried the announcement that display 
American scientific books had opened Warsaw. 
added that these, well dictionaries, encyclopedias and 
other reference works published West European 


American publishers, might purchased the display. 


Books Have Been Returned 
Their 


interview with Wanda Rekowa, director the War- 
saw Public Library, published Sztandar Mlodych (War- 
saw), February 1957. 

“Are there still any books banned from Warsaw’s li- 
braries?” 

“Not any more,” Mrs. Rekowa tells us, “today one can 
read anything one wants.” 

“Mrs. Rekowa, can you tell what types books 
were once banned?” 

“Well, the first place, any literature social 
political subjects [was liable be]. Thus, were forced 
make two complete changes our stock books under 
the heading All this cost tremendous 
amount work, since every book catalogued.” 

“And belles lettres?” 


“Oh, that field many stupid mistakes were made. 
Great numbers sensational novels, books for young 
people, well travel books, were taken off the shelves. 
The works Nowakowski and [Catholic 
writers; the latter has recent weeks returned 
were banned because the authors refused 
Poland. Today, our publishers are once again trying 
get their permission for reprints.” 

“Can you give the number books that were banned?” 


“There were many them. received one book filled 
with nothing but titles works banned. There were 
2,000 titles. Not mention the numerous letters sent with 
additional titles.” 

“What happened the books which were taken off the 
shelves?” 

“Unfortunately, they were destroyed. Only few li- 
braries the country were permitted preserve two 
copies each book. This incalculable loss for our 
culture. Our library attempted save the books the 
Central Remnant Agency, where they were being ground 
pulp. Banned books throughout the whole country 
were collected there.” 


“And how does the matter banned books look today?” 


“Theoretically, one can read anything. All regulations 
providing for banning books have been revoked. Un- 
fortunately, lack many books which were destroyed and 


return to’ 


Despite recent intellectual repressions Poland, this sort 


open window the West still that country, 
The 
short items below, taken from the Polish press, demonstrate 
the 


but hardly imaginable elsewhere the area. 


> 


sort intellectual strait jacket once common Po- 


land, still largely prevailing other parts the orbit. 


“In the series ‘Pictures from the Provinces’: The Propaganda Ap- 
paratus Functions.” 
Szpilki (Warsaw), 24, 1957 


| 
fp 
“| 
G 


for which reprints have not yet been arranged. Besides, 
have very little space for these books now, since new ones 
are arriving and shelf space inadequate. Therefore 

“Which books are being put storage?” 

“We are removing ‘bricks,’ that is, books for which 
get requests, those were forced keep our shelves. 
Primarily, these are propaganda brochures which have not 
been read for years. However, there also considerable 
number larger ‘works.’ 

“What has changed the functioning the library 
since the abolition book banning?” 

“Since everything can found the catalogues now, 
must assist the readers, especially the young people, 
their selection proper literature, especially educational 
literature. Our library can proud its excellent, highly- 
appreciated information service. However, force 
one. One can read Plekhanov and Dobraczynski, Kossak- 
Szczucka and Trotsky.” 


and 


The following not satire, but serious account the 
sort censorship still prevalent most the Communist 
From Nowa Kultura (Warsaw), January 1957. 


“As well known, work Polish-Hungarian diction- 
ary was started few years ago. Perhaps dictionary 
any language would enjoy great popularity the pres- 
ent moment Polish-Hungarian dictionary. True frien- 
ship calls for increasingly better mutual knowledge. How- 
ever, not much heard about the completion that work. 
That because certain point obstacles appeared. What 
kind obstacles? 


“On September 1953, the Hungarian Academy 


Sciences instructed Sipos examine and evaluate the 
entries which had been collected for the dictionary. 
applied himself this task very efficiently. short time 
had made thorough examination materials collected 
the lexicographers over several years, and 
opinion them. result this opinion the editor 
the dictionary was fired, thus losing the right visit and 
contact Poland which was his real place work; for 
the dictionary, was placed for the time being the attic. 
This happened because, Sipos’ opinion, the planned dic- 
tionary was politically deficient and contained lot 
superfluous words capitalist and clerical character. 
proof this, Sipos listed number examples, adding his 
comments. Here are some them: 

band gypsies—we say: 

sicians; 


troupe People’s mu- 


angel—non-materialist conception 

Anglicize—we don’t it; 

Balkan—controversial matter, removed; 

banishment—nonexistent 

boundless—non-materialist conception, removed; 

ciborium—clericalism, removed; 

Europeanize—we don’t it, removed; 

exact copy his father—taken from the theory 

Jewish era—not use, removed 


your suit good condition, his worn out—a bad ex- 
ample from the political point view. 


ridiculous? would even more ridiculous 
this dictionary were eventually published.” 


Future Imperfect 


joke current Warsaw, after great spate “rehabilitations” executed 


Party members: 


“Question: What the point resemblance between Catholicism and Commu- 


nism? 


“Answer: Both beliefs involve life beyond the grave, but the Catholic can look 
forward salvation. The Communist can only count rehabilitation.” 


Current 
Developments 


Area 


Celebration Moscow 


The Fortieth Anniversary the 1917 Revolution was 
celebrated Moscow, November with maximum 
fanfare. Unlike most such propaganda orgies, however, 
was featured events well speechmaking. The dis- 
charge Marshal Georgi Zhukov from his post Min- 
ister Defense and from the Politburo and Party Central 
Committee which took place the week before the festivi- 
ties commenced was overshadowed the successful launch- 
ing the second Soviet space satellite. The latter oc- 
currence brought from the Communist press all coun- 
tries paeans praise similar those published the flight 
Sputnik (see East Europe, November 1957, page 33), 
but Zhukov’s ouster caught least one puppet functionary 
off guard (for before and after speeches Albanian Party 
chief Hoxha, see box 50). Whether the downgrading 
Zhukov represented triumph for Soviet First Secretary 
Khrushchev, victory for Zhukov’s enemies within the 
Army, was not disclosed, but the appointment mili- 
tary rather than political officer Defense Minister 
indicates that the military remain powerful force within 
the regime. 

The celebration was attended 
Party Chiefs, Premiers and leading functionaries, with the 
noticeable exception Tito. The Yugoslav leader, after 
announcing his intention—before the Zhukov ouster—to 
the Moscow meeting, announced that his health was too 
uncertain permit journey outside his country. Vice 
President Edvard Kardelj and other Yugoslav leaders, 
however, made the trip. Speeches were delivered mem- 
bers all delegations. All speakers vowed allegiance the 


all the East European 


Socialist Realism 


MOSCOW, OCTOBER 17, 1957: 

Zhukov prominent Soviet military leader 
under whose command many victories the glorious 
Soviet Army were achieved during the Fatherland 
War.” 

Radio Moscow, October 26, 1957: “The USSR 
Supreme Soviet Presidium has relieved Marshal 
Zhukov the post USSR Minister Defense.” 

Pravda (Moscow), November 1957: “In the 
course the Great Fatherland War Comrade Zhukov 
committed serious blunders leading the troops 
which frequently resulted unsuccessful out- 
come the operations.” 


Cartoon typical area comment the Fortieth Anniversary 
the Bolshevik Revolution. Caption: “Oh God, let that light ex- 
tinguished sink.” the boat are priest, Fascist, kulak, 


general and capitalist. Dikobraz (Prague), October 31, 1957 


principles the Bolshevik Revolution, and only 
refrained from long recitation Soviet accomplishments. 
The latter also made overt pledge follow Soviet lead- 
ership, merely promising apply the revolutionary experi- 
ence the USSR “not mechanically but creatively.” 

Chinese Party chief Mao Tse-tung and Polish First Sec- 
retary Gomulka accepted Soviet pre-eminence the Com- 
munist world—the former sacred duty,” the latter 
necessary each proclaimed the right 
travel their own “separate roads Socialism.” (For more 
Gomulka Moscow, see Poland, below.) Khrushchev 
also made speech, November calling for top-level 
conference “Communist and capitalist” countries es- 
tablish “peaceful co-existence,” and, doubtless, deal 
blow toward NATO unity. The Soviet Party boss also 
twitted the U.S. for its comparative slowness developing 
earth satellite its own. 


Areawide Meetings Held 


Throughout the area demonstrations were ordered 
celebrate the anniversary. Typical these was gathering 
the Bucharest Opera House which Politburo member 
Emil Bodnaras delivered the main address, broadcast live 
over Radio The tone his speech 
may gauged the following excerpts: 


“The Soviet Union has surpassed the advanced capitalist 


1917 
: 


countries, including the United States, the rate eco- 
nomic development raising the population’s cultural 
standard and the development social assistance. The 
October Revolution brought the Soviet people not only 
liberation from exploitation, but also the chance build 
themselves life abundance. The misery the work- 
ing masses, unemployment and financial crises, which are 
the inevitable accompaniment capitalism, have been 
liquidated forever the Soviet Union.” 


Czechoslovak President Antonin Zapotocky, one the 
last public appearances before his death (see Czechoslo- 
vakia, below), made similar live broadcast Party 
gathering (Radio Prague, November 3). “Today’s meeting 
incontrovertible evidence that the ideas the Great Oc- 
tober,” stated, “are victorious our Zapotocky 
continued follows: 


“Huge celebrations are taking place all over our country 
honor the 40th Anniversary the Great October 
Socialist Revolution. They are unconditional expressions 
faith the ideas Socialism, and also expressions 
our firm friendship and alliance with the Soviet Union.” 


The Polish view was somewhat more restrained. ex- 
pressed article Premier Jozef Cyrankiewicz 
Trybuna Ludu (Warsaw), November the Polish Party 
leadership still publicly remembers its distaste for the 
Stalinist area: 

“This year all that was un-Socialist unequal, all that 
was injurious the national pride the Poles and thus 
strengthened nationalism and its anti-Soviet complexes, has 
been eliminated. For this reason, solidarity with the 
Russian Revolution well Polish-Soviet friendship to- 
day can based upon more durable, broader and more 
sincere platform than during the past years.” 


Praise for Sputniks 

The Polish press, however, had reservations about 
Sputnik II. The same edition Trybuna Ludu called the 
second earth satellite new and fantastic 
enormous importance world science and technology.” 
The other Soviet-bloc countries were equally enthusiastic, 
but remained for Nepszabadsag (Budapest), the official 
organ the Hungarian Communist Party, make anti- 
revisionist capital out the subject. its October edi- 
tion, the journal carried article which tells the writ- 
arguments with “revisionist newspaperman” before 
the Revolt: 


“He criticized our tendency follow the Soviet pattern, 
claiming that everything that was bad Hungary origi- 
nated the Soviet Union. said that living standards 
failed rise sufficiently, that there was too much bureauc- 
racy, even that there was really Hungarian theater—only 
because followed the footsteps the Soviets too 
closely. eee 

“The recent tremendous achievement Soviet technol- 
ogy, which has won the admiration the world, coupled 
with many other Communist accomplishments, prove how 
The trouble not that have learned 
too much from the Soviets. the contrary, have taken 
too little. there were mistakes, they were not made 
learning from the Soviets, but applying the material 


wrong was 


” 


the wrong manner 


Delegations 

Traffic delegations was dwarfed importance the 
celebrations Moscow (see above), but there was still 
significant amount travel and out the area. Polish- 
Yugoslav exchanges continued with visit Polish archi- 
tects and city planners October and representa- 
tives the Socialist Youth Union October Bel- 
delegation the Yugoslav Association Econo- 
mists arrived Warsaw, November The first Polish ves- 
sel arrive Spain since the war docked with load 
coal October 27. Polish trade mission went Sofia, 
October 15, negotiate three-year trade agreement with 
Bulgaria. Japanese delegation composed representa- 
tives export and import firms arrived Warsaw Octo- 
ber 15, but left nine days later with contracts having 
been signed. 

Middle East countries continued send groups the 
Communist bloc, especially Czechoslovakia, 
ceived the Egyptian Communication Minister October 
and Iranian cultural delegation three days later. 
October three-month course the Czech lan- 
guage was set for professors and technicians Cairo. 
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Sputnik: “So down there the country unbeatable technical 
skills!” The Soviet sputniks produced good deal jeering the 
American failure launch earth satellite. 


Photo and quoted caption from Dikobraz (Prague), 
October 24, 1957 
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Clear-Eyed Youth 


OCTOBER mere three weeks before the purge 

Marshal Zhukov, Zycie Warszawy (Warsaw) 
scolded the editors Warsaw youth weekly, 
Dookola Swiata, for lese majesty poking fun the 
Soviet soldier. One the August numbers the 
youth journal had, appears, printed picture “de- 
picting solely the medals Marshal Zhukov.” 
innocent ignorance the imminent revision 
history, Zycie Warszawy huffed that “Marshal Zhukov 
national hero the Soviet and com- 
plained that the “clownish prank” had drawn letter 
criticism from Soviet student. The Soviet student 
presumably now preparing second letter criticiz- 
ing the first. 


completion the course they will come Czechoslo- 
vakia for one-year’s “technical practice,” according Radio 
Prague, October 21. There was conference the East 
German and Czechoslovak Party Agitation and Propaganda 
Sections East Berlin, October 24-26. 

delegation from the Austrian Communist Party ar- 
rived for tour Hungary, October 18. Soviet medical 
groups arrived Bulgaria October for stay unspeci- 
fied length, and Soviet educational delegation was 
Sofia October 28. Romanian trade unionists went 
Moscow October sign 1958 cultural agreement 
with the Soviet Union. 


COMECON Group Meets 


The permanent commission for economic, scientific and 
technical cooperation nonferrous 
sidiary the area-wide Council for Mutual Economic 
Assistance—met Budapest from October 14. Rep- 
resentatives from the USSR and all the East European 
members were present. According Radio Prague, October 
14, the commission discussed “the coordination prospec- 
tive plans for the development the metallurgy non- 
ferrous metals” the member countries. 


Poland 


Plenum and Purge 


The Tenth Plenum the Central Committee the 
United Workers’ (Communist) Party took place War- 
saw, October 24-26. was the third such meeting held 
under the domination the supporters First Secretary 
Wladyslaw Gomulka (the others: October 1956 and May 
1957), and the first these regress marked fashion 
from trend toward democratization and liberalization. 

Unlike the Eighth Plenum (October 1956), which es- 
tablished rejuvenated, non-Stalinist political leadership, 
“de-collectivized” agricultural program, modus vivendi 
with the Catholic Church, and foreign policy with indi- 
cations partial independence from the Soviet Union, 
and the Ninth Plenum (May 1957), which detailed the new 


economic plans, the recent meeting was negative, and 
frankly self-denunciatory manifestation. Primarily, set 
the stage for purge one-half the present Party mem- 
bership 1,300,000, purge whose first target the liberal 
group that played one the crucial roles bringing the 
Gomulka faction power. Only secondarily will this 
decrease Party ranks directed the former chief 
enemy, the Stalinist “dogmatist” group and corrupt and 
careerist elements. gain time accomplish this purge, 
the coming Third Party Congress has been put off from the 
beginning the middle 1958. 


Gomulka's Speech 


The trend and tenor the Plenum were set the seven- 
hour speech delivered the first day Party chief 
Gomulka (Trybuna Ludu October 26). 
unity action the Party has been seriously impaired,” 
stated, confusion reigns among considerable part 
the Party aktiv all The precedence given 
Gomulka the stamping out “revisionism” (i.e., 
liberalizing tendencies) over that dogmatism indicated 
the following: 

“Dogmatism cannot cured revisionism. [but 
the successful combatting revisionism will greatly facili- 
tate the overcoming dogmatism. the fight against 
the two ailments our Party, you should strike first all 
the basic source its weakness: revisionism and liquida- 
tionism.” latter word has been increasingly used 
late regime pronouncements; refers those who, 
according the speaker, would eliminate the leading func- 
tion the Communist Party and move toward ‘capital- 
ism. 


Gomulka called for immediate beginning the purge. 
asked the Central Committee issue “clear directive 
all levels the Party organization” remove deviating 
members “from responsible posts and expel them, 
necessary, from the Party.” the same vein continued: 


“We not wish our Party have factions groups. 
The Party must homogeneous. Those who combat 
the Party from hiding place, secretly publishing spread- 
ing slander, undermining unity and paralyzing activity, 
have ceased Communists, even though they might 
have had long Party record. There can room 
the Party for such people. are not much con- 
cerned with the number Party members with their 
political and ideological quality.” 


The Party chief specified other groups whom wished 
have expelled along with the revisionists. paid par- 
ticular attention white-collar workers who far outnum- 
ber ordinary workers the Party ranks and who, “in con- 
siderable numbers joined the Party out personal 
calculation” and careerist motives. also mentioned 
“profiteers, criminal elements, who sometimes display great 
activity and keenness, simply make profiteering all the 
Other Party members are guilty, according 
Gomulka, the “abuse power” for self-aggrandizement 
and even for private financial manipulations. also 
called for the elimination “men morally corrupted, 
habitual drunkards and rowdies, well the cumber- 


& 


some ballast men passive toward the Party and Social- 
ism. 

The method purge espoused Gomulka and subse- 
quently the Plenum “verification” character 
all Party members, followed reissuance Party 
membership. 

Gomulka did reveal the middle his speech that 
there remained something him the reformer and 
detailing the changes since the Eighth 
Plenum which still approves: 


“First all, the feeling fear among the population 
has disappeared. Today there not single man Poland 
who, while living agreement with the law, fears the 
Socialist and order strictly 
Circumscribed the framework the inevit- 
able necessities the present stage Socialist building, 
every citizen has the right and does make use freedom 
speech and may indulge political and social activity. 
The press rnaking much use the right criticize 
the activities State authorities. The Sejm (Parliament 
has taken the place the life the country assigned 
it by the Constitution. Professional, collective, social and 
cultural organizations have full access 
doms and are self-governing. 


people’s power. law ob- 


free- 
have created 
for full nor- 
malization relations between the State and the Church. 
have opened wide the doors democratic freedom. 
would not wish and have intention closing 
those doors. But must guard them better than have 
hitherto.” 


atmosphere—and shown the greatest desire 


Criticism USSR Attacked 


Gomulka went on, however, catalogue his grievances 
against the revisionists tried many ways under- 
mine the fundamental principle the external policy 
the Party and the government—the alliance and friend- 
ship with the USSR.” stated: 


“Some are consciously striving for the restoration 
bourgeois relations, and these, some not even want 
consider where new changes would lead. shall see what 
will happen when the time comes, they say. This 
revival reactionary and anti-Socialist forces takes various 
forms and occurs various centers. These forces also mani- 
fest themselves the ZSL Peasant and the 
Democratic Party. Having until recently met opposition, 
they also appeared the Union Fighters for Freedom 
and Democracy Anti-So- 
cialist activities appear the Polish Writers’ Union and 
certain strata the intelligentsia. 


and among the student youth. 


Some newspapers 
and periodicals did not cease publishing material which 
sowed disillusionment with Socialism. 


Economic Situation 


Poland’s economic problems, 
Gomulka revealed deep concern with the problem in- 
flation. While made political capital showing that 
during the years Stalinism the standard living 
Poland’s workers had seriously declined, and that since his 
own accession that trend had indeed been reversed, 
also indicated that the process had gone farther than an- 
ticipated. Money wages had risen 25.7 percent during 


long analysis 


For the first anniversary the Polish “October Revolution”: 
Front page the October 20, 1957 Zycie Warszawy (Warsaw), 
showing its own front page October 21, 1956, announcing the 
Pacty changes which Gomulka assumed power. 
the background, crowds Warsaw during the October 1956 
events. the insert, Gomulka being greeted admirers. 


1956 and the first half 1957; for industrial workers alone 
the nominal increase had been 30.8 percent. The increases 
production necessary balance the increased purchas- 
ing power had not, however, been forthcoming: 


“Even before the Eighth Plenum [October 1956], the 
pay considerable part the working class was raised. 
After the Eighth Plenum, additional raises were granted. 
the Eighth Plenum, when discussing the current eco- 
nomic situation, had said the following the subject 
wages: cannot now afford any major pay raises since 
our resources have been stretched out much that they 
threaten break down; every further increase wages 
should be} linked inseparably increase produc- 
tion and reduction production costs.’ 

If, despite the continued strain our economic 
situation, further wage increases have been granted, this 
was because two factors affected the situation. First, the 
cancellation Poland’s considerable debts the Soviet 
Union and the granting new credits, well the 
reduction investment and expenditure defense which 
freed considerable financial resources; and, second, heavy 
pressure for further increase wages. The situation, 


theretore, did not improve. The cancellation our debts 
the Soviet Union, well other economy cuts, did 
not lessen the economic tension because further wage in- 
creases heightened again. The price increases which 
mentioned earlier goods, postal charges, paper, 
newspapers, books, furniture, some farm products the 
free market, alcoholic beverages| helped some extent 
prevent 

“The economic situation our country tense, not 
because productivity not increasing, but because 
increasing too slowly compared with the purchasing power 
the people towns and villages. The economic plan 
for the current year being implemented and overful- 
filled. This not too difficult, because the production 
plans have, the whole, been fixed too low levels. 
For the first three-quarters the current year the total 
increase production, when compared with the same 
period the previous year, amounts 8.6 percent. From 
this can see that our economy developing; the speed 
this development is, true, too slow.” 


Combatting Inflation 


The gap between purchasing power and production had 
been filled the cost foreign trade deficit financed 
“very heavy” short-term credits from other countries, 
Gomulka said. reduce the size this foreign debt and 
build reserves hard currency was “the primary 
task” confronting the economy. The task would made 
all the more difficult, said, the recent slump 
world coal prices, which would necessitate raising Poland’s 
coal exports least million tons 1958. Because 
productivity the coal mines had not increased—despite 
the relatively high wages paid coal miners—Gomulka 
said that the miners would probably have work Sun- 
days fulfill their task. (One last year’s reforms had 
been the halving Sunday shifts the coal mines, with 
the promise abolish them 1958. 

Still other measures were necessary against the menace 
too much purchasing power the domestic economy, 
Gomulka added. must seek additional economies 
State expenditure and additional sources State income. 
must again revise the investment plan and must 
limit imports where possible increase exports.” 
dwelt length scheme encourage people invest 
their excess funds building homes: 

“What want prevent the whole the increase 
the people’s real wage from being used buy consumer 
goods. want some used for investment 

only third the sum used the 
people buy consumer goods were put aside, year after 
for the construction their own housing, then the 
housing problem could solved rapidly. Every year 
the number people who require flats increases more 
than 500,000 and every year natural decline living 
space Apart from young families which have 
been recently started increased, there are thousands 
families the country which not have flats and are 
living barracks and basements. The Party and the gov- 
ernment must depict the housing problem really is; 
they must say clearly and pointedly: neither today, nor 
tomorrow, nor year’s time, nor five years’ time, 
will the State able build, from State funds, the num- 
ber houses needed the people.” 


home building. 


Black Marketeers 


Gomulka admitted disappointment the growth pri- 
vate industry and trade, which his regime had encouraged 
means expanding the supply consumer goods. In- 
stead supplementing the State economy, intended, 
much the private production tended compete with 
the State, said. 
production areas where State cooperative production 
fully meets the demands the The situation was 
worst retail trade: there had been 
private shops the central districts large cities where 


“We not want develop small 


great surge 


the influence Socialized trade sufficiently well devel- 
oped.” 
goods obtained the black market stolen from State 
enterprises. However, also admitted that the black 
market had invaded the State sector well, along with 
bribery, and that the guilt was not confined persons with 
trading licenses. called for increase police enforce- 
ment, saying that daily extermination campaign es- 
sential. Only when several black marketeers are rendered 
harmless every day will atmosphere for the elimina- 
tion the black market 

All these economic problems, said, comprised an- 
other argument for purging and uniting the Party. Many 
the economic difficulties traced failure im- 
plement Party directives the management industry, 
the trade unions and all levels government. 


Some these shops, charged, were selling 


Scene hell. Vats identified holding nationals various coun- 
tries. High ranking fiend asks attendant fiend: “Why are there 
guards over there?” Attendant fiend answers: “Those are the Poles, 
and one them raises his head another Pole sure knock 
him down.” (Warsaw), October 1957 
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consolidated, united and efficient Party the prime pre- 
requisite for the solution all the political and economic 
difficulties which our country present experiencing.” 


The Plenum Resolution 


The resolution the Plenum, published October 
Trybuna Ludu, stated the intention the Central Com- 
mittee carry on, before the postponed Third Party 
Congress, ideological campaign throughout the whole 
Party basis for the cleansing and verification the 
Party ranks.” Reiterating Gomulka’s accent revisionism 
the chief danger, the resolution also gave secondary at- 
tention the desirability ousting dogmatists, profiteers, 
and those lax “Socialist” principles. The procedures for 
carrying out the purge were laid down follows: 


“The Central Committee charges all Party functionaries 
and Party control commissions accomplish their tasks 
with full consciousness Party responsibility, thorough- 
ness and justice. order strengthen the Party control 
commissions politically and their cadres, the Central 
Committee charges the central commission Party control 
with strengthening and supplementing the local commis- 
sions. The central commission Party control will also 
appoint Party control teams the Communist town com- 
mittees provincial towns and all the larger towns. 
exceptional cases the central commission Party control 
can also appoint Party control teams the district com- 


mittees.” 


Lip-service, least, was given democratic procedure 


the following strictures against arbitrary unjust dis- 
missal 
“Each Party member faced with reproach must 
given opportunity answer this reproach. Each Party 
member has right present when his political and 


Flower Still Blooms 


THE BANNING the Polish liberal Com- 
munist weekly Prostu and the general increase 
regime pressure against journalistic criticism has 
sharply modified the freedom the Polish press, 
several newspapers have gone out their way 


make clear that they advocate freedom discus- 
sion and foster person not, perforce, print. 
example this was unsigned note the War- 
saw weekly Nowa Kultura, September 29, headed 
Hundred slogan the Polish lib- 
erals, referring Mao Tse-tung’s famous aphorism 
hundred flowers bloom: let all schools 
thought contend.” The note said that “the 
literary soiree organized the editorial board 
Nowa Kultura” had taken place the “Hundred 
Flowers Club” the Czytelnik Cafe Warsaw. 
Toeplitz, was stated, gave talk the 
Moscow Youth Festival and the Venice film festival 
Toeplitz was one the Polish visitors Moscow 
who had disagreed most volubly with his Soviet hosts: 
see East Europe, November 1957, 


These pictures show Polish militia raid illicit street bazaar 
Warsaw. “The operation, this time conducted neatly and effi- 
ciently, revealed tremendous ‘reserves’ goods illegal origin, 
which are the basis for the ‘prosperity’ the Warsaw speculators. 
Several scenes were enacted the terrible confusion. 
For example, one the women vendors, trying hide fur coat 
from the eyes the law, threw over fence, right onto the head 
policeman standing the other side.” 


Pictures and quoted text from Swiat October 1957 


moral stands are debated. The cases can debated the 
absence of the member concerned only if he does not want 
avail himself his right present. Each member 
has right appeal from the decision his Party or- 
ganization higher Party organizations.” 


The resolution also contained direct attack Prostu 
the regime-disbanded youth weekly (see 52) and the ad- 
mission that social composition the Party has been 
distorted.” 

The importance the latter situation was underlined 
Radio Warsaw, October 25, which broadcast figures 
Party membership released during the Plenum 
the Central Committee. Industrial workers now constitute 
only 39.9 percent the membership, instead predominat- 
ing the Party would wish. Peasants make 12.8 percent, 
agricultural workers 4.8 percent, while white collar em- 
ployees make 38.8 percent the ranks. The broadcast 
went state that the number Party members 
decreased during the first three quarters this year ap- 
proximately 100,000. “This figure includes 5,077 expulsions 
from the Party and 56,124 crossed off the membership 
list—including 22,071 persons who returned their Party 


cards themselves—and 43,397 persons who failing 


if 
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arrange transfers and not regulating their membership 
formally have automatically ceased members.” 
The Purge Begins 

indicated the above figures, the purge was under- 
way even before the Tenth Plenum was convened. Along 
with the ten members the Prostu staff who were ex- 
pelled from the Party October (see East Europe, No- 
vember 1957, page 36; also see box 38), three youth lead- 
ers Cracow were dismissed. According Trybuna Ludu 
October 22, they had organized “political center” 
students within the ZMS (Communist youth organization 
protest the closing Prostu. One the three was 
Bernard Tejkowski, who played leading part the Oc- 
tober 1956 events. 

addition, the London emigre journal Dziennik Polski 
Dziennik Zolni« rz, October 24, reported that five members 
the editorial staff Europa had been dismissed for 
revisionism the first issue the new magazine, which had in- 
tended cover the field European culture, was banned, 
was stated. (The New York Times, November 15, re- 
ported that four members the Europa staff had resigned 
from the Party; the resignation fifth, the noted poet 
the ferment, Adam Wazyk, was reported three days later, 
along with that critic Jan Kott.) The London journal 
also reported that Katowice weekly, Przemiany, had 
been banned for criticizing working conditions the mines. 
Further Western reports claimed that one the editors 
the Party youth publication, Sztandar Mlodych, had 
been fired from his post that journal. 

Even this period regression, however, must 
noted that Gomulka’s treatment dissidents considerably 


Independent Mind 
THE FRONT PAGE the Warsaw weekly Nowa 


Kultura, October 20, there appeared article 
Sputnik entitled “The First Step the Cosmos 
The Artificial Earth The article neglected 
mention any point that the satellite was the 
product of, was any way connected with, the 
Soviet Union. 


fact heavy 
irony the Party newspaper Trybuna Ludu (War- 
October 22. letter the newspaper remarked 
that the Nowa Kultura 
solution the problem the separation science 
and politics, and stated that the author the article 
had doubt been attempting prove his independ- 
ence mind. Ludu editorial stated 
darkly: “All this follows strange pattern.” 


article was exemplary 


less severe than the case other Communist countries, 
even Yugoslavia, witness the case the imprisoned 
Milovan The young Party philosopher Leszek Kola- 
kowski (see page 12), though earning the personal censure 
Gomulka himself, has been granted permission for six 
months study France and the Netherlands, and even 
Eligiusz Lasota, ousted from his Prostu editorship and 
from the Party, has been allowed retain his Parliamentary 
seat independent. Nevertheless, regime pressure 
dissidents increasingly restrictive. 


Purged for 

The purge’s beginnings were not confined young in- 
tellectuals, although the latter were certainly among the 
prime targets. Party officials guilty “abuse power” were 
disciplined Lublin, Koszalin and Poznan. According 
Trybuna Ludu, October 12, all the Secretaries the Lub- 
lin Communist Party Municipal Committee were removed 
from their posts, and four Party instructors were accused 
using their positions “for personal gain.” The director 
the industrial department was expelled from the Party “for 
attempting deluge the city” with advertisements for his 
private haberdashery business. The First Secretary the 
Communist Party Koszalin, Stanislaw Wasilewski, and 
the Secretary the Executive Committee have been “re- 
called” from office “for drawing personal advantage from 
holding responsible Party and government posts,” according 
Radio Warsaw, October 21. The same source October 
announced the dismissal the Deputy Chairman 
the District Council Poznan and the director the Dis- 
trict Agricultural Board, after the revelation that 
the Presidium and responsible workers had abused their 
posts influence the allocation building sites.” 

Regime reaction the Warsaw riots against the ban- 
ning Prostu (see East Europe, November 1957, pp. 
36-38) continued with the sentencing October 
20-year-old motor engineer six months imprisonment. 
had been accused Radio Warsaw October 
“publicly insulting the militia functionaries calling them 
the Gestapo.” The same broadcast stated that “scores 
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further indictments will prepared before the end the 
week.” yet, however, the regime has failed publish 
the disposition the other cases. 


Banning Prostu Supported 

The regime rallied its followers among the intelligentsia 
vocal and written support its ban Prostu. Arti- 
cles appeared Party organs and Polityka, the mouth- 
piece the Gomulka faction. Support also came from the 
Yugoslav Party, which the Polish regime increasingly 
close: the newspaper, Student October 15, cau- 
tioned that “free thought must not overstep itself.” The 
Yugoslay journal also stated that “true freedom thought 
must not mean that everyone may say what 
nor can every thought demand the right And 
the Roman Catholic Church authorities Poland, while 
not voicing approval the ban the student paper, con- 
tinued exert placating influence the angry young 
students (see East Europe, November 1957, page 
The most recent evidence the existing state “mutual 
toleration” between the Church and the government was 
the statement Bishop Pekala his arrival the 
United States—it was the first visit Polish bishop 
since the end World War 


that “the hierarchy are 
satisfied the future 


and expect more and more 
progress time goes by.” 

The October Polityka castigated open letter 
Gomulka the basic Party organization Prostu 
and heatedly denied that the Party disapproved the pe- 
riodical’s activity before the October 1956 events which 
put Gomulka power. was only after the October 
changes, when the student paper “continued the old line 
the new situation,” that its editors began merit dis- 
ciplinary measures, Polityka stated. 


The Purged Prostu Editors 


NAMES THE PURGED editors the banned 
liberal Communist weekly Prostu were given 
Radio Warsaw October 16: 


“We are now broadcasting the decision the Party 
Control Commission members the Party em- 
ployed the editorial board the weekly Prostu. 

“Expulsion from the Party for departure from 
Socialist ideology, for group struggle against the Party 
line, for public protest against decisions Party 
authorities, and for defense illegal demonstrations: 
Andrzej Berkowicz; Stanislaw Chelstowski; Jolanta 
Chelstowska; Wlodzimierz Godek: Eligiusz Lasota; 
Ryszard Turski; Ryszard Wisniowski: Edmund Gon- 
czarski; Wieslaw Szyndler. 

“Expulsion from the Party for departure from So- 
cialist ideology and for participation group struggle 
against the Party line: Roman Zimand. 

“All the above, despite talks held with them the 
Central Commission Party Control, did not revise 
their anti-Party views.” 


Professor Adam Schaff, leading orthodox Marxist phil- 
osopher, supported the ban Trybuna Ludu article, 
October 17, but stated nevertheless that threat” existed 
the “freedom science and scientific discussion 
freedom artistic creation and discussion.” also 
averred that the Party’s policy “admitted various trends 
intellectual creative work, the condition that they are 
not anti-Socialist nor Schaff, who mem- 
ber the Party Central Committee, further stated that 
the Party intended recreate “permanent commissions 
for the control culture, science and education.” 


Not Forgotten 


article entitled “Vain Hopes” Polityka somewhat 
muted the stress revisionism which had been high- 
lighted the banning Prostu and the decisions 
the Tenth Plenum. The article also focused the pro- 
posed offensive against dogmatism, i.e., Stalinism, and, 
its call for within the Party, filled the 
picture regime determined forget none its 
enemies: 

“This stabilization demands that the casual elements 
the Party should removed. Career-seekers, speculators, 
thieves and the like, well the active fighters for the 
restoration dogmatic sectarian policy and those who 
are now proclaiming revisionist theories. Everything 
points the fact that the enemies the October line 
the Party want take advantage the cutting off one 
wing the Party order develop their own wing. The 
leadership the Party, taking firm decision cut 
off both wings, will have the support all whom the 
cause Socialism dear.” 


Gomulka Moscow 


article Party chief Wladyslaw Gomulka appeared 
Pravda (Moscow) November the day which 
the Polish leader arrived the Soviet capital the head 
delegation attending the celebration the 40th An- 
niversary the 1917 Revolution (see Area, above). Al- 
though paying full obeisance the “greatest revolution 
history,” Gomulka reminded his Soviet readers 
uncertain terms that Polish independence was one his 
major concerns. “The existence strong independent 
Poland,” stated, “is the interests the Soviet Union 
and advantageous for both spoke the 
“special sensitivity” the Polish people questions 
national sovereignty and stated that the development 
Communism “must organically connected with respect 
for patriotic feelings and with the observance the 
principle equality relations between Socialist countries 
and Communist parties.” also declared that the Polish- 
Soviet Declaration November 18, 1956 “strongly estab- 
lished the friendship between the two countries Leninist 
principles full equal rights and mutual respect for inde- 
pendence and sovereignty.” 


Torturers Sentenced 


Three former high officials the Ministry Public 
Security were sentenced long prison terms for their 
part police terrorism between 1949 and 1953 (see East 


strong plans come Poland.” The magazine published Gdansk the “Club Intellectual The material the 
magazine concerns American jazz almost exclusively. seems stress traditional Dixieland, but fully aware contemporary “pro- 


gressive” currents. 


Europe, November 1957, page Roman Romkowski, 
former Deputy Minister Public Security and Jozef Ro- 
zanski received fifteen years each, Anatol Fejgin, twelve 
years (Radio Warsaw, November 12). This the first 
time the area that high officers police the Stalinist 
era have been punished the courts law. 


Good Results Agriculture 


Though faced with many critical economic problems, 
the Gomulka regime could boast success the sphere 
agriculture. One year after the “bloodless revolution” 
which had given the peasants practical guarantee 
economic freedom, official sources were hailing the best 
grain harvest since the war. Grain yields were estimated 
14.7 quintals per hectare, compared with average 
12.6 the years 1950-1955 (Zycie [Warsaw], 
reported Radio Warsaw, November 4). This was said 
mean increase more than 700,000 tons over 1956. 
The fact that percent the scheduled grain deliveries 
the State were completed before the end September, 
“without any particular pressure the part the State 
apparatus,” was taken evidence “more positive 
attitude” among the peasantry. Substantial increases were 
claimed the number hogs and milk cows, while the 
number beef cattle was admitted have declined. 


Chaos the Handicrafts 


The unsatisfactory situation the handicrafts market 
was discussed the Warsaw daily, Zycie Warszawy, Octo- 
ber which described present conditions state 
“real anarchy where many small, primitive and un- 
productive workshops have come into existence.” The 
journal blamed this state affairs the tax system and 
the government ruling which, “dictated the desire 
solve the unemployment problem, relieved people not 
possessing diplomas from the obligation taking exams 
fied cadres, lowering the level production.” According 
the newspaper, the tax policy militates against the use 
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Photo from Jazz (Gdansk), September 


hired help, thus limiting the expansion workshops 
and “supporting the rise one and two-staffed midgets, 
economically unprofitable and unfavorable the train- 
ing new craftsmen.” 

The same article explained that although the measures 
were taken prevent the restoration capitalism, they 
are longer necessary. citizen protected against 
exploitation the right interference the State 
labor conditions the private sector, the activity 
the trade unions and adequate wage policy.” 


For number months the government has been study- 
ing proposed changes the structure and operation 
the national economy. October the economic plan, 
Parliament) 
heard Oskar Lange, chairman the committee and also 
chairman the Economic Council, report 
the present status the reforms. acknowledged 
that progress seemed slow many people, particularly 


budget and finance committee the Sejm 


compared with the sweeping changes that had taken place 
agricultural policy, but stressed that industrial reforms 
were more difficult because they required “positive solu- 
tions” and not simply the liquidation past mistakes. 
also criticized the “conservative attitude” prevalent 
some parts the industrial bureaucracy. However, 
stated that the Council’s the new “economic 
model” had been accepted the Party Central Committee 
basis for its work, and that the industrial reorganization 
going the Soviet Union, Czechoslovakia and East 
Germany had helped overcome resistance 
changes Poland. 

went say that the government had appointed 
two commissions, one them draft changes the 
economy introduced 1957, the other draft 
reorganization top management industry. the first 
category included reduction the number produc- 
tion tasks imposed upon enterprises, which would require 
revising the economic plan for 1958. Innovations man- 
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agement will include setting three types central 
boards, organized industry, geographic area the 
vertical flow production. 

These and other changes planning and management 
will constitute the first stage constructing the new eco- 
nomic model, said Lange. The second stage, involving 
changes accounting and the price and wage system, 
characterized “extremely important” but not feasible 
the present economic situation. indicated that the 
badly-needed overhaul the price and wage structure 
would have wait least until 1959 (Radio Warsaw, 
October 23). 


Party Still Mistrusts ZSL 


The situation the countryside which finds the United 
Peasant Party (ZSL) more attractive the farm popula- 
tion than the Communist Party (see East Europe, Novem- 
ber 1957, page 41) continues and still worries the regime. 
Although ZSL “leadership” the highest level provides 
indication independent thought aims, there remains 
considerable ferment some provincial areas. The Com- 
munist Party organ, Trybuna Ludu October 
27, discussed the “divisive factors” revealed recent 
meeting the ZSL Provincial Committee Kielce, where, 
according the journal, local Peasant Party leaders 
leted from their organization’s lists circles 
comprising 412 members the plea that they were ‘con- 
The newspaper infers that this “conservatism” 
was, reality, close cooperation with the collective farms 
the area, and was this willingness work with the 
collectives that earned the censure the local 
Party leaders. Trybuna Ludu continued: 


Peasant 


division obviously being effected between old and 
new members the ZSL. 
of the pre-October 


The result that functionaries 
days are being eliminated from 
work the party, while prewar National Democratic ele- 
ments and rowdies lift their heads ever more boldly.” 


Trybuna Ludu quoted what was doubtless regime- 
pleasing article Zielony Sztandar (Warsaw), the official 
paper the Peasant Party, which reproved its members 
the Kielce district and regretfully admitted that coopera- 
tion between the ZSL and the PZPR has not 
“proceeded satisfactorily everywhere.” The 
however, defended the Peasant Party against “some com- 
rades the PZPR who wrongly see the whole ZSL 
rightwing movement.” Ludu concluded finally 
that “more good will and less suspicion” are needed and 
that “rightwingers and splitters unity means rep- 
resent the views the majority the ZSL.” 


Party Youth Group Still Weak 

The discontent the regime with the state the Party 
youth organization (ZMS) was exemplified statement 
Minister Higher Education Stefan Zolkiewski the 
Party youth organ, Sztandar Mlodych (Warsaw), October 
23. “In the universities the ZMS microscopic organi- 
zation with almost declared, and then 
stated that the Warsaw Polytechnic, which numbers 
14,000 students, only were members ZMS. The No- 
vember edition the Party daily Trybuna Ludu (War- 


saw) was more pleased with the situation. Estimat- 
ing the total strength the youth organization “not 
even 200,000” (compared the more than million and 
half members the Stalinist-era compulsory Party youth 
group the newspaper complained not merely about 
the smallness the ZMS, but also about its quality. 
words similar those which had castigated Pro Prostu, 
Trybuna Ludu denounced youthful critics the regime 
who spoke from “non-Socialist and who “re- 
nounced deliberate, warm support for Party leaders.” 


Electoral Law Liberalized 


The “democratization” the National Councils, advo- 
cated Gomulka the time the October events, will 
the second day the Fall session the Sejm (Parlia- 
ment). Under the new provisions Ludu [War- 
October 22), there will universal, direct and secret 
balloting for council elections for all citizens over the age 
18. Elections will held February 1958, and every 
three years thereafter. The bill provides for overhaul- 
ing the councils and decrease the number mem- 
bers higher levels: 50-80 councilmen, instead 75-150 
present. Voting districts will smaller, and 
buna Ludu, November forecast that there will 
real choice personalities the ballot, stating that “the 
number candidates entered the list will exceed 
more than 


half the number mandates.” This repre- 


Welcome Home 


POLISH NEWSPAPER Slowo Powszechne 

saw), October 11, published excerpts from letters 
written people who have been repatriated from 
the Soviet Union. Among these were the following: 

“The whole tragedy lies the fact that have 
been trying settle down for nine months, without 
any result all. One puts applications. Then 
comes the humiliating wait for half day the door 
some Chairman, only informed: cannot 
help it, can’t give you anything since have noth- 
Then the tears mother and the insolent words 
irresponsible officials: ‘We did not bring you here. 


“We have forgotten what normal life looks like. 
During the summer spent the nights 


cellar, but where will the winter not 


“For few months have been spending the night 
with family four the floor the homes 
friends.” 

“We have reached the limits physicial and men- 
tal endurance. feel like intruders who have been 
received out pity.” 

The newspaper adds that Gdansk housing officials 
solved the question lodgings for repatriates: 
eight months they simply crossed the repatriates off 
the list accommodation allotments.” 
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Khrushchev's Address? 


Polish Journalist Criticizes Repression Art 


HEEDLESS SUBORDINATION creative worker 

the political demands the moment urged various, 
sometimes highly placed, functionaries, produced very bad 
results the past. seems that the higher the 
position person occupies the Party State, the more 
careful must making statements about such deli- 
cate problems art general and literature particular. 
Lenin now being widely quoted. Why still have 
statesmen who refuse learn from Lenin’s advice exer- 


cise extreme caution giving one’s judgement lit- 
erary work? Lenin’s words, not familiar with this 
subject,’ should really the motto all important 
ticians who not have enough time into problems 


literature and art.” (Jerzy Putrament Borba 
the Yugoslav Party newspaper, September 1957.) 


sents improvement over past Stalinist-type elections, and 
follows the pattern set the January 1957 Sejm elec- 
tion. However, there will opportunity vote for 
avowed candidates, because, nearly 
all Communist-managed elections, candidates will run 
well-screened national front ticket. 

There will approximately 300,000 seats filled 
the National Councils the upcoming elections. 


New Sejm Powers 
Discussing the new powers the Sejm under the 
Gomulka regime, Trybuna Ludu October warns 
against “undue optimism,” spite the fact that, 
the first time the history our country the Sejm com- 
mittees have taken over large part parliamentary leg- 
islative and control work.” The journal goes on: 


“In regard the Sejm the organ control over the 
activity the government, must stated that the forms 
that control and its scope are present only being born. 
The Sejm often still conducted random, and con- 
cerned greater extent with the past than with the pres- 
ent and the future. Also must stated that not all min- 
istries act according the proposals the committees 
the right time.” 


Contacts Abroad 


imbalance the figures tourism (86,000 going 
out visits; 33,000 coming [Radio Warsaw, October 
during the first six months 1957 has cost the State 
three million dollars “to cover the costs using foreign 
transport and other payments connected with private travel 
abroad.” (Radio Warsaw, October 31.) The latter broad- 
cast announced that, effective November the Ministry 
Finance introduced new regulation under which 
citizens traveling abroad with ordinary passports will have 
obtain from the National Bank permits for purchasing 
railway, sea air tickets covering foreign routes.” Accord- 
ing the broadcast, ticket agencies will issue tickets only 


those “holding diplomatic and service passports 
identity cards marked for foreign Travelers whose 
tickets are fully paid foreign currency, however, are not 
required obtain the bank permit. Thus, there appears 
sign that the regime wishes prevent Poles from visiting 
foreign lands, they can without drains Polish 
currency. 


U.S. Aid Talks 


Contacts with the United States showed improvement 
two areas. Polish trade delegation began talks 
Washington October 31, concerning possible additional 
American aid. (Poland received $95,000,000 surplus 
grain earlier the year; $300,000,000 had been asked. 
The American Ford Foundation has also granted new sub- 
sidies for the last quarter 1957 several Polish universi- 
ties. The American Institute International Education, 
among others was given $200,000 organize exchange 
program professors, specialists and students between the 
United States and Poland. 


Economic Cooperation with Czechoslovakia 


The Polish-Czechoslovak economic committee, established 
according the Prague agreement last May (see 
East Europe, June 1957, 39), held its first session 
Warsaw from October 18. Its most important achieve- 
ment was agreement which Czechoslovakia will ad- 
rubles Poland used for the 
expansion coal mines, and will paid back deliveries 
coal. similar 


vance 250 million 


agreement had been made last May for 
the exploitation Polish sulfur deposits, for which Czecho- 
slovakia will advance 100 million rubles. its meeting 
the committee also drew the principles which its 
further work will based. Deputy Premier Piotr Jaro- 
szewicz, who headed the Polish delegation, said that this 
was innovation 


trade relations between 
whereas formerly all trade negotiations were 


Camera Obscura 


KRAJ, THE POLISH 


beamed expatriates, October claimed that 
the following exchange took place shortly after the 
October riots Warsaw: 

certain small newsreel company sent the 
following telegram Polska Kronika Filmowa 
lish Newsreels ‘We request newsreels the latest 
revolution Warsaw. Will pay any price. Ship air- 
mail.’ 

Kronika Filmowa, good faith. sent the 
following reply: suggest exchange materials. 
Send newsreels of latest events in Little Rock.’ 

“The reply that was: ‘Nothing interesting 
happening Little Rock. took pictures.’ 

“The exchange telegrams ended with the fol- 
lowing reply from Polska Kronika Filmowa: 
took pictures. Nothing interesting happened War- 
saw.’ 


‘ 
| 
| 
‘ 


handled through the Ministries Foreign Trade and 
thus hampered bureaucratic protocol, the present agree- 
ment allows the industry boards, enterprises, research in- 
stitutes and other organizations directly concerned 
conduct their own negotiations, subject only the rules 
laid down the bi-national committee (Zycie Warszawy 
Warsaw], October 


Trade Agreement With 


The successful conclusion trade negotiations conducted 
Warsaw between Polish and Israeli delegations was an- 
nounced Trybuna Ludu October 17. With 
the Soviet Union and the rest the Satellite States thun- 
dering against Israel, the Polish move dramatized the fact 
that, smaller questions foreign policy least, the 
Gomulka government intends back the statement 
relative independence made the Party chief 
Pravda article 

The agreement detailed trade exchanges for period 
one year, beginning November 1957. Poland will im- 
port, among other things, citrus fruits, automobile tubes 
and tires, chemicals and pharmaceuticals and artificial fer- 
tilizers, and will export mining and agricultural products 
and capital goods such machines, lathes and complete 


Moscow (see 


industrial units. 
Hungary 


Anniversary Revolt 


During the last two weeks October, life the Hun- 
garian Police State centered about the 23rd day the 
month, the first anniversary the Revolt. Heavily armed 
national police patrolled areas where demonstrations might 
have been expected, and Soviet troops—diplomatically kept 
out sight Budapest—were alerted their encamp- 
ments the countryside, within easy transport reach 
the capital. demonstrations occurred; none appears 
have been planned. 

The regime took pains organize its own kind “dem- 
onstrations” the capital city. The National Council 
the People’s Patriotic Front met the eve the anni- 
versary, and the Party itself held huge rally the night 
the 23rd. the latter gathering Politburo member and 
Minister State Gyorgy Marosan, whose pre-anniversary 
threats had been the most brutal any government spokes- 
(see East Europe, November 1957, pages 45-46), 
jubilantly announced “to the Communists and workers 


man 


Last 


HAS COME declare that Communists 
should not given easier jobs, better earning 


possibilities, unmerited bonuses, better accommoda- 


tions, paid holidays, trips abroad, better school grades 
and admittance high schools and universities for 
1957.) 


and the world large” that everything had 
gone normally that day. Three days later KISZ, the Party 


youth organization, was convened. first national 
meeting, both for KISZ and for the post-Revolt Front. 
Finally October 30, with preliminary public notice, 
the regime staged “spontaneous” mass rally Republic 
Square where many Security Police (AVH) men had been 
killed during the fighting. Those who supported the AVH 
that occasion were decorated with medals inscribed 
the Defenders the Proletarian Dictatorship.” 


Famous Writers and Others Sentenced 


The celebrated case four Revolt writers has 
been ended. Radio Budapest announced November 
that Tibor Dery, the 65-year-old dean Hungarian 
writers, had been sentenced nine years jail for 
ing organization aimed overthrowing the political 
system.” Playwright Gyula Hay received six years impri- 
sonment for participation the same organization.” 
Zoltan Zelk was sentenced three years and Tibor Tardos 
one-and-a-half years for “agitation against the demo- 
cratic political November announcement 
had been made the West that lower court had sen- 
tenced Dery six years and the others two three years 
each. The lighter sentences, never made public Hungary, 
were apparently overruled favor greater severity the 
highest court. All four writers were formerly members 
the Communist Party, and all were the vanguard the 
intellectuals’ fight for freedom Hungary last year. 

The most recent death sentence reported was that 
Laszlo Balogh, alleged leader “an armed group prepar- 
ing terrorist actions the provinces.” Punishments rang- 
ing from two years life imprisonment were dealt 
others the group, whose financial backing was said 
derive “from the West.” (Nepszabadsag, October 5.) 

The sentences, reported Radio Budapest October 
another group, this time numbering four men accused 
the counterrevolutionary movement” were con- 
siderably lighter, ranging from one three years. 


Summary Courts Abolished 


The Presidential Council passed decree November 
abolishing the summary courts which were set the 
regime December 11, 1956 deal with 
The decree manifestation the Kadar 
hierarchy’s confidence that has the situation well hand 
and can prevent any future outbreak with the aid its 
reorganized Security Police more important 
the Soviet Army stationed within the country. Pending 
cases will handled the regular courts. 


The People's Patriotic Front 


the areawide pattern increasing use front organi- 
zations (see Poland, Czechoslovakia; for general discussion 
“fronts” see East Europe, October 1957, pages 3-13), 
the growing attention paid the People’s Patriotic Front 
(PPF) most pronounced. This puppet organization, 


— 
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ence the high rate turnover enterprise management this 
turbulent year. Ludas Matyi Budapest), October 1957 


which disintegrated during the Revolt and was quiescent 
for several months thereafter, was discussed public and 
the press with ever-greater prominence throughout the 
summer and reached its present one source 
regime fulminations against the September Resolu- 
tion condemning Soviet aggression Hungary (see East 
Europe, October 1957, page 40). The rise the PPF has 
also reflected Kadar’s policy curtailing some the most 
blatant reprisals against former 
who longer openly resist his authority. This policy em- 
ploys the classic, oblique, Communist technique “mobil- 
many feasible not into actual Party member- 
ship—which would extremely difficult and where they 
might cause further dissension—but into the somewhat less 
repellent, Communist-dominated, Patriotic 
People’s Front. The object enlist the active coopera- 
tion non-Communists, but always under Party 
supervision. This was underlined the speech the coun- 
cil meeting Politburo member Antal Apro, the organi- 
zation’s President. requirements for one who wants 
become active soldier the PPF movement,” 
stated, “are acknowledge that the building Socialism 
represents the only road which can lead the Hungarian 
happier future, and that the building 
Socialism can achieved only under the leadership the 
Communist Party and the working class.” 
October 22.) 

Apro assured his listeners that there was 
for PPF members join the Party, “nor even see eye- 
to-eye with all problems.” 


people toward 


pszabadsag 


The movement, said, 
was open “even individuals who may entertain religious 
But the Front was not become independent 
political movement; must under circumstances lead 
the formation another—or several other—political 
parties: 
Nagy tried the multi-party system. After October 
23, the former bourgeois parties were reconstituted, but 


definitely not with the intention defending the 
power alliance with the Communists. The reconsti- 
tuted Smallholders’ and Petofi Parties came forward not 


the multi-party system and creating the Social Demo- 


defend, but overthrow, Socialism. 


cratic Party disrupt working class unity, Imre Nagy and 
his circle essentially created the prerequisites for ousting 
the working class from power.” 


Having thus dispensed with the “bourgeois” parties 
and with the regime’s own promises during the months that 
immediately followed the Revolt re-establish the multi- 
party system—Apro turned his attention another prob- 
lem brought the revival the front: “Another con- 
tested point whether the PPF should have inde- 
pendent program. No. should not have one.” 

The meeting was also addressed Kadar, who boasted 
the diversity the organization and mentioned the 
presence several figures (including Roman 
Catholic Bishop Josef Groesz and Lutheran Bishop Laszlo 
Ordas who were elected posts the Council). The 


religious 


Party boss made this revealing statement: 


“We make secret the fact that, important 
action involved, consider necessary for the 
competent organs the Party, Communists working 
within the PPF, discuss advance few fundamental 
things which are indispensable, uniform stand 
made. cannot renounce this, for otherwise could 
not implement the Party’s leadership.” 
October 24.) 


The declaration, issued the end the meeting, con- 
tained, along with the customary attack the “counter- 
revolution” and praise for the Soviet Union’s behavior, 
note qualified future welcome for the “misguided 
who left the country and whose homeland awaits them 
with forgiveness.” This, course, does not mean “com- 
mon criminals and the 
tion also stated: “The National Council views with ap- 
proval the rigorous punishment the real criminals the 
counterrevolution. 


same tone the resolu- 


believes that honest, misguided 
should set apart from them and that spirit 


forgiveness should prevail 


KISZ Meets 


The Communist Youth Association (KISZ), playing its 
part the series moves geared take the initiative 
from potential anti-regime forces, held its first national 
meeting, October 25-27. Created Kadar, the group 
elected Central Committee which was made predomi- 
nately former leaders the discredited pre-Revolt youth 
movement, DISZ. The chief note struck the meeting was 
the necessity win over large segments the youth, for, 
First Secretary Kadar said the meeting, “The ac- 
tivity KISZ not restricted the same social strata 
that the Party.” (Nepszabadsag, October 27.) Kadar 
went aver that “even bourgeois child might join 
KISZ, although not want any bourgeois the 
Party.” 

The main speech was delivered KISZ chief Zoltan 


| 


Komocsin, alternate Politburo member, who also called 


for the widest possible organizing efforts. warned that 
standards must not set too high,” but quali- 
fied that with the statement that recruitment some edu- 
cational institutions might Young workers 
and peasants, said, judged less rigorously, 
far political preparedness and theoretical knowledge are 
Komocsin then showed that remembered 
the part played the Revolt university students and 
young intellectuals. “With regard school 
stated, general far intellectual youth are con- 


concerned.” 


cerned, requirements can made more demanding.” 
Nepszabadsag, October 26.) Komocsin also made allu- 
sion “voluntary youth help brigades,” which, sug- 
gested, should “constitute organized units with certain 


inner discipline.” 


Kadar Discusses China Visit 


activist meeting the Central Committee the 
Hungarian Party, First Secretary 
Janos Kadar reported his recent trip China, during 
which, said, Chinese Party chief Mao Tse-tung revealed 


Communist 


that now fully approves the crushing the Hungarian 
Revolt. 
somewhat equivocal. 
role, according Kadar, that the late Soviet dictator 
“had virtues and faults.” 


(Mao’s support the time the fighting was 
The Chinese assessment Stalin’s 


from 
Comrade Stalin, which they followed with good results. 
also gave bad advice, some which they did not accept, 
and this also was good thing. therefore wrong for 
someone who has suffered harm because 


“Chinese comrades received much good advice 


blame the person who gave the advice and not see that 
himself the one blame. The Chinese comrades re- 
minded the Hungarian government delegation that for the 
mistakes must first all blame ourselves. impos- 
sible blame the Communists one country for the mis- 
takes committed during the implementation Socialism 
another country.” (Nepszabadsag, October 13. 

Having thus obliquely discharged the Soviet Union of 
any guilt for the evils, past and present, which have be- 
fallen Hungary, Kadar went announce that his dele- 
gation, while breaking its journey the Soviet Union, had 
“friendly conversations two occasions with Comrade 
Khrushchev.” 

Turning discussion Party matters, Kadar said 
“only slightly over 380,000,” 
compared with 800,000 before the Revolt. claimed sat- 
isfaction with the drop. “It not accidental,” said, “but 
the result new policy.” 
cording the First Secretary, “preserves the vanguard 
character the Party.” This explanation was, perhaps, 
not all sour grapes. Although the Party certainly fell apart 


that membership was now 


smaller membership, ac- 


during the Revolt, and though recruitment its former 
strength would difficult, there also 
Poland, the other Satellite country undergo upheaval 
last October—toward considering dependability, not size, 
the first asset Communist organization. This borne 


out articles Nepszabadsag, October and and 
the Transdanubian daily, Dunantuli Naplo, October 17, 
all the effect that the Party smaller but stronger. Each 
article also stated that exchange Party membership 
books ordered the Central Committee way 
considered attempt weed out the ranks the organi- 
zation. may surmised that the exchange merely 
attempt officials learn the true membership situa- 
tion. 


Decentralization Continues 


Following the pattern the Soviet Union, the Kadar 
regime has moved into minor campaign its own against 
“economic centralism.” The Ministry Domestic Trade 
has drafted proposal according which all shops, whether 
belonging local national enterprises, shall the future 
pay their taxes their own locality. Further, managers 
shops and restaurants will, from now on, drawn from 
the local population. the course the past year, the 
Ministry stated, has transferred more than 600 shops 
local jurisdiction (Esti Hirlap October 20). 

There has also been move transfer many State-owned 
houses and apartments their private tenants. This not 
only brings about the desired decentralization, but also 
puts the burden upkeep private individuals. The 
buildings have until now generally been operated with 
deficits the government expensive administrative 
The official Hungarian Gazette, Number 
112, contained the government decree, which defines the 
terms under which individuals may buy their dwelling 
places. The National Bank will the seller, and prices 
will set the National Savings Bank. The purchase 
amount will paid partly cash, partly 30-year credit 
terms with three percent interest, and dwellings bought 
under this decree will tax-exempt for years. 


bureaucracy. 


"Third Road" 


Still grappling with the “case the intelligentsia,” the 
regime press—this time the theoretical journal, Tarsadalmi 
Szemle, August-September 1957—continues bewail the 
“illusion the middle way which appears outwardly 
the form ‘pure democracy’ and ‘complete freedom’ but 
reality one the most dangerous bourgeois poisons.” 
The journal says this “ideology the third road” was “ex- 
ploited very cleverly the Horthy regime between the 
two world wars,” then revived Imre Nagy and “the 
road capitalism.” 

The article does, however, contain relatively 
sages about the intelligentsia, “the majority whom sin- 
cerely endeavored create way out the chaos” be- 
fore October 1956. The journal further states that “both 
illusion about the leading role the intelligentsia and 
sectarian tendency underestimate the intelligentsia 
must overcome.” The conclusion reached follows: 


“The intelligentsia took alliance the Re- 
with former exploiting classes and their Western capi- 


talist supporters. The ‘national unity’ proclaimed this 
camp was only the unity the misled lower middle 
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Unemployment 


The number unemployed workers drawing unem- 
ployment benefits, according Nepszabadsag, October 11, 
approximately 10,000. The paper stated that the majority 
these are administrative employees. This may par- 
tially explained another Nepszabadsag item, appearing 
the November issue and dealing with the 
ment” civil servants carried since the Revolt. The 
article stated that the Economic Council, due con- 
sideration,’ has cut the originally planned retrenchment 
figure from 33,000 21,643. Because the changes 
produce collection that took place after the Revolt the 
ministries for collecting agricultural products and livestock 
have been dissolved: this accounted for 7,742 dismissals. 
“The staffs all ministries have been reduced,” the paper 
stated, and “the retrenchment the whole results 
yearly saving 400 million forint.” 


Cultural Agreement with USSR 


Nepszabadsag, November reported the signing 
the 1958 Soviet-Hungarian Cultural Agreement, after nego- 
tiations led Zhukov for the USSR and Gyula 
Kallai, Minister Culture, for Hungary. Negotiations were 
impeded more this year than previously unorganized 
but effective boycott the part Hungarian citizens 
Soviet books, films and plays and the desire Kadar’s 
regime avoid the appearance acceding Soviet at- 
tempts the country. According Neps- 
zabadsag, the agreement which was finally signed contains 


craze among the youth the area, although the regimes take education, higher education, theater, films, publishing, 
dim view it. This picture from Hungarian photo-story radio broadcasts and television.” The paper also stated 
and roll” Budapest; the caption reads: “You see, that the Scientific Academies and the Ministers Public 
how cute some the steps are! Rock roll less boring than 
English waltz. And see how respectfully handle you, how Health both countries will, later this year, sign separate 
tenderly!” cultural agreements. 

Photo and quoted caption from Nok Lapja Budapest), September 
19, 1957 
Czechoslovakia 


Zapotocky Dies, Novotny Succeeds Him 

classes and intelligensia with the forces bourgeois re- 

storation. The intelligentsia, therefore, cannot form the President Antonin Zapotocky died heart attack 
leading force society. The workers’ class November 1957, the age 73. Generally con- 
educate and win over the intelligentsia, for the latter exert sidered one the more amenable the Czechoslovak 
political influence wide strata workers, far excess Communist hierarchy, Zapotocky had, his old age, played 
their own numbers.” somewhat muted role national policy-making, since 
his election the more less ceremonial post President 
the Republic March 21, 1953. had been one 
the main agents the February 1948 coup which the 
Party took over the government, and held the position 
Premier from June 1948 until his ascension the Presi- 
“Today, minor actions, such the circulation illegal 

pamphlets, incitement against the State, remarks, agitation 
against the Party and dissemination hostile broadcasts, 
amount grave counterrevolutionary deeds. Whoever com- 
mits supports such deeds must placed the same 


October 
showed far less patience with tendencies and in- 
cidentally revealed that there still noticeable amount 
anti-regime activity the country: 


The official Party organ, Nepszabadsag 


Zapotocky began political life Social Democrat, but 
switched the Communist Party after being jailed for 
helping organize strike the Kladno region 1920. 
category as those counterrevolutionaries who took part in He — held in a German concentration — from 1939 
the armed last October, 1945. labor leader long standing, headed the 
this? national trade union movement before and after the coup. 
and strictness, persuasion and fairness equal measure November 19, Antonin Novotny, First Secretary 
work.” the Communist Party, assumed the Presidency, unani- 


J, 
‘ 


mously “elected” parliament. expected remain 
Party boss; so, will one the few Communist re- 
gime figures since thé death Stalin hold leading Party 
and government posts simultaneously. 

Novotny was born December 10, 1904, the son brick- 
layer. joined the Czechoslovak Communist Party 
1921, the year its founding. became First Party 
Secretary September 1953. 


and 


Ferment among the youth apparently continues un- 
abated, despite regime drive against “hooliganism” 
young people’s demonstrations, rule outwardly non- 
political, against authority). This drive has begun rival, 
and even surpass, the long-lived campaign against “spies.” 
the evening October 12, “numerous tipsy young peo- 
ple caused disturbances Prague,” stated Lidova Demokra- 
cie (Prague), after considerable delay, October 22. The 
paper added that persons were arrested. the same 
day Rude Pravo (Prague) reported that 142 arrests had 
been made since October Prague, Ostrava and other 
large cities “nation-wide anti-hooligan drive.” The 
journal said that incidents had taken place several parts 
the country which had attacked mem- 
bers the police and committed various acts violence. 

press conference the previous day, Interior Minister 
Rudolf Barak disclosed that occurrences with “anti-State 
trends” had recently taken place Prague (Lidova Demok- 
racie, October 22). Barak said there were “344 hooligan 
gangs the country, comprising about 2,000 young peo- 
ple infected the American way life.” Radio 
Prague announced November that youths had re- 
ceived prison sentences four years for “violating pub- 
lic order and Socialist morality.” 

The United States was usual the chief whipping boy 
the “spy” arrests. Jaroslav Bohac, clerk working 
the Olomouc region, was arrested, “while trying col- 
lect classified military information for the Military In- 
according Radio Prague, November 
“anti-State group” led Dr. Vaclav Kohlik, former Dep- 
uty Director the Prague Insurance Corporation, was 
October 26, Rude Pravo stated the fol- 
lowing day. The paper added that “Kohlik and his follow- 
ers had been contact with Radio Free Europe.” 


Campaign Underway 


major internal propaganda effort has been launched 
connection with the letter “to all working people” from 
the Party Central Committee (Rude Pravo Octo- 
ber 18). Written the basis economic decisions taken 
Plenary meeting the Party Central Committee, Sep- 
tember October (for full discussion, see East Europe, 
November 1957, pages 48-49), the letter noted the “con- 
siderable resulting from moves taken the 9th 
and 10th Party Congresses and pointed out that 61.4 per- 
cent the agricultural land had already been “Socialized.” 
went discuss the tasks outlined the second Five- 
Year-Plan, envisaging one-third rise personal consump- 


What's Funny? 


cabaret featured [Radio Prague] Satur- 
day, September 28. the closing scene, the master 
ceremonies heard say: ‘Just imagine that five 
laymen and three unqualified staff members are 
entrusted with the management huge enter- 
prise for only five minutes—you will see the blast!’ 
Stormy applause from the imaginary audience fol- 

“This closing scene ‘Humor Sawdust’ was 
neither humor nor satire—it was the sawdust in- 
sidious petty bourgeois slander and affront, just the 
thing for the petty bourgeoisie and, alas, for the 
enemy well. The manner presentation, 
implying that something that sort was typical for 
us, applause the imaginary audience— 
how repulsive all was! The basic tone satire 
must positive, otherwise loses its effect and be- 
comes satire merely for its own sake for the sake 
the enemy. Unjustified malice and unwarranted 
vituperation under the guise humor vice, for 


devoid human truth.” (Tvorba [Prague], Octo- 
ber 1957.) 


cent increase industrial production and percent 
boost agricultural production. The letter also states 
that “some serious shortcomings and problems have ap- 
peared.” continues follows: 


“The causes are chiefly internal ones. The present level 
the management and planning national economy 
does not correspond the attained level the develop- 
ment production forces. The increase agricultural 
production for the time being offers complete guarantee 
that 1960 increase percent will achieved.” 


These two problems unsatisfactory industrial manage- 
ment and agricultural production will solved, the letter 
states, drives for decentralization 
The former line—to the extent possible country 
comparatively small geographical dimensions—with the cur- 
rent reorganization governmental and enterprise manage- 
ment the Soviet Union. The latter only highlight 
the continuing pressure the Czechoslovak farm popu- 
lation. 

The letter had been trumpeted for month previous 
its issuance basis for nationwide “discussions” means 
improving the country’s living standards. Mobilized 
this campaign, all regime “non-partisan” efforts, were 
the front groups. aid the collectivization drive, there 
was meeting the Presidium the Slovak National 
Front Central Committee which was addressed Slovak 
Politburo member Rudolf Strechaj, who spoke follows: 


“In the immediate future will necessary, the 
interest achieving complete proponderance the So- 
cialist sector agriculture, exert every effort toward 
setting further unified agriculture collectives and for 


. 


enlisting more small and medium farmers the collec- 


tives.” (Radio Bratislava, October 18. 


Czechoslovak Politburo Member and First Deputy Pre- 
mier Jaromir Dolansky gave televised interview Octo- 
ber (reported Rude Pravo the following day) 
which stated that the letter would help “prepare the 
country for the Eleventh Congress the Czechoslovak 
Communist Party which will take place next year.” also 
hoped would spur the country surpass the Five Year 
Plan target figures industry, transport and building and 
would aid “closer between economic au- 
thorities and trade unions. The latter statement empha- 
sized once again the regime’s preference for dealing with 
the compliant unions; the alternative possibly more inde- 
pendent workers’ councils still appears have backing 
the Party hierarchy. 


Drive Against the Cadres 


The area-wide campaign against industrial theft, bribery 
and the over-sharp financial manipulations which Commu- 
nist officials call “speculation” took not unfamiliar twist 
Rude Pravo editorial October 23. The misdeeds, 
well the climate which they prosper, were blamed 
persons bourgeois origin who have attained high posi- 
tions enterprise management. “Party authorities, seeking 
the easiest way out,” states the official Communist journal, 
“often overlooked the requirement working class origin 
for cadres and looked mainly for specialized knowledge.” 
According the paper, the results this policy have led 
“accumulations personal wealth the expense 
the working class, attempts infect honest workers with 
bourgeois morality, and even direct services imperialistic 
espionage.” Rude Pravo then re-asserted the Party’s “right 
control” over the appointment enterprise heads. 


Influence Polish Events 


The demonstrations Poland following the regime ban 
Prostu have apparently affected Czechoslovak youth. 
Lidova Demokracie (Prague), its October reportage 
“hooliganism” (see 46), spoke the young people 


Big Stick, Little Carrot 


SLOVAK MINISTRY COMMERCE recently 

made check factory canteens. 126 establish- 
ments were checked, average each district. 
The results were startling. out 126 canteens, 
the prescribed weight food portions was not ad- 
hered to. The people being fed were deprived 


percent their meat, percent potatoes, per- 
cent dumplings and percent their pastry. 
Not only this; some enterprising managers and chefs 
prepare the meals low quality materials. The 
workers who are hit this mismanagement believe 
that part and parcel our (Pravda 
October 1957.) 


The Hungarian Press 


HUNGARIAN 


PRESS has almost reached the 
level the period preceding the October 
events. Five dailies are published Hungary, all 
Budapest, totalling 1.16 million copies. The most 
popular Hungarian newspaper the Party organ 
Nepszabadsag, issued 650,000 copies. Nine 
weeklies and periodicals dealing with culture and 
literary problems are published 2,345,000 copies. 
The new periodical Kortars has the largest printing, 
12,000 copies. The satirical weekly Ludas Matyi 
publishes 300,000 copies; weekly for women [Nok 
320,000; and the weekly dealing with agri- 
cultural problems, 400,000.” (Radio Warsaw, Oct. 


being influenced “Polish bait,” and earlier the regime had 
arranged several student meetings denouncing the Polish 
rioters. One these took place the Prague School 
Economics where the Party held attended 
students and teachers which the following resolution was 
passed 


“The students the School Economics are fully be- 
hind the majority the Polish students who dissociate 
themselves from the anti-Socialist actions, and express 
their full support for the common struggle the Polish 
workers’ class and students against reactionary and crimi- 
nal elements.” (Mlada Fronta October 


Book Attacked 


Ferment and criticism among Czechoslovak intellectuals, 
which generally forbidden publication, does appear 
print from time time. Among the recent examples was 
article Party monthly Nova Mysl Prague) September, 
criticizing Soviet-produced history Czechoslovakia; 
the criticism the more surprising since the Czechoslovak 
Party line has carefully stressed, since the upheavals 
1956, the unmitigated excellence all things Soviet. The 
criticized book was recently published the Soviet Union 
“by group young Soviet authors working the Slavic 
Institute the Soviet Academy Sciences.” Some excerpts 
from the article follow: 


“Concerning several problems, the standpoint the 
authors must called least questionable. Some 
judgments about the political activity the princes are 
exaggerated. The idea that forced labor was the pre- 
dominant feudal obligation even the second half the 
16th Century, and that individual farms were that time 
almost forced 
burdens, simply false. The book exaggerates the process 
the expansion the land the nobility the detriment 


ruined labor and other unbearable 


that the peasantry, although there justification 
The statement that 
the nobility usurped the right levy taxes from their 


for such allegation the sources. 


subjects equally incorrect, since they always had that 
right. Also incorrect the statement that the position 
the farmers rapidly deteriorated after the defeat the 
Hussites. The authors, their efforts prove the correct- 


4 
Be: 


ness their theses, have exaggerated the intensity the 
class struggle the villages during this period.” 


rather patronizing paragraph the article reminds 
its readers that the Soviet book was written not for Czecho- 
slovaks but “popular” form acquaint Soviet readers 
with land they did not know first hand. The article 
also regrets that “only few” the Soviet writers who 
produced the book had the opportunity conduct research 
Czechoslovakia. 

Another Czechoslovak publication, Literarni Noviny 

Prague), its October issue, discussed Soviet Party 
chief Nikita Khrushchev’s strictures Vladimir Dudint- 
novel, “Not Bread Alone.” (See East Europe, Oc- 
tober 1957, pages 38-39.) tones far milder than Khrush- 
chev’s the article Jiri Hajek appeared deliver lec- 
ture literature not much the Soviet author 
the Soviet Party boss. Although stating that Khrushchev’s 
“approach basically correct and sound,’ Hajek very 
clearly expressed his disapproval the total imposition 
the Party line arts. 

“Although have rid ourselves all notions that 
easy task regulate themes literature, cannot help 
noticing disquieting feature. There danger that— 
except for poetry and, some extent, drama—the main 
trend literature will deviate from contemporary life. 
This neither normal nor sound. seems that 
should less afraid errors which might commit 
our way the truth life, our way art. 

which seeks express the truth our contemporary 
life will surely not meet with unanimous idyllic 
acclamation.” 


Puppet Party Meets 


The increasing use front organizations and subordi- 
nate non-Communist political parties throughout the area 
order rally the restive rebellious populations 
regime policies was exemplified Prague, October 12-13, 
conference the People’s Party. This puppet group, 
which attempts recruit Catholics, nominally headed 
Josef Plojhar, excommunicated priest. Its present 
mission, the past, drum support for the Com- 
munist hierarchy and for agricultural collectivization. Both 
these subjects were treated fulsomely Plojhar his 
concluding speech (Lidova Demokracie October 
13, 14), which also contained denunciations the Vatican, 
Cardinals Mindszenty, Spellman and Frings (of West Ger- 
many), and the World Council Protestant Churches. At- 
testing the regime’s interest the proceedings was 
Communist Party delegation headed Premier Viliam 
Siroky. 


Bulgaria 
Pensions Raised and Labor Code Revised 


The eighth session the Second National Assembly met 
Sofia November 1-5. The most important items its 
agenda were the amending the Labor Code and the 
passage new pension law. Both bills had been approved 
the Party Central Committee and the Council Min- 


cache 


isters October 14, and published Rabotnichesko Delo 
(Sofia) October and 17. The Labor Code amend- 
ments were long and detailed. They included: extension 
maternity leaves from 120 days; more privileges 
for nursing mothers; increase the minimum working 
age from years; unemployment benefits 
unspecified amount; higher sickness benefits; longer vaca- 
tions for workers with more than years service; 
simplifications the procedure for resolving labor suits; 
changes the administration labor safety and hygiene 
laws; and more active participation the trade unions 
handling grievances (Otechestven Front [Sofia], October 

The new pension law liberalizes the conditions for grant- 
ing pensions and also increases their amount. applies 
all categories pensioners except farmers (of whom 
694,000 receive pensions under other laws). Deputy Premier 
Ivan introducing the bill the Assembly, said 
that entitles men and women reduced 
pensions after half the required years employment. 
also said that “persons dismissed because overstaffing, 
sickness unfitness may receive [reduced] pensions the 
men have years service and are years old, the 
women have years service and are years old.” 
also cited other liberalizing provisions. The percentages 
gross pay which pensions are calculated will raised, 
and certain limitations pensionable income will 
removed. Thus, worker with gross pay 600 monthly 
and years service will entitled monthly pension 
538 leva under the new law, compared with 372 leva 
formerly. The minimum old age and retirement pension will 
increased from 280 300 leva per month (Rabot- 
nichesko Delo, November 

said that pension costs the economy would 
increase about 145 million /eva annually under the new 
law. Since this amount “cannot covered the budget 


Scinteia (Bucharest), October 12, 1957 


_ 
“Baby moon: ‘Please, can you tell how get the milky 
way? 


for 1958,” the higher pensions will not take effect until 
July 1958: the other hand the liberalizing provisions 
will into effect January Total cost for 1958 will 
thus reduced about 107 million The Labor Code 
amendments were estimated cost million leva an- 
nually October 17). Bulgaria’s national 
budget 1957, for comparison, was 18.5 billion leva. 


Strictures Writers 


New demands for the subservience writers the Party 
have appeared the The pattern which 


was set 
for the area Soviet Party boss Khrushchev’s summer 
castigations writers and for the country 


July article Literaturen Front (see East Europe, 
September 1957, pages 47-48) was further hardened 
that journal with October attack the apparently 
large and influential group writers who continue re- 
sist the commands the Party hierarchy. This resistance 
seems, somewhat smaller scale, bear resemblance 
the recently broken “silence strike” Hungarian literary 
men (see East Europe, November 1957, pages 43-45 
Literaturen Front bewailed the lack “discussion” the 
part writers the current restrictive interpretation 
the decisions literature made the liberalizing 20th 
Soviet Party Congress. Hinting that the time for writers 
declare their positions will not last indefinitely, “for the 
controversy will soon ended,” the journal goes 
speak the “persistent with which the writers 
have “recently” greeted the opportunity join the so- 
called discussions: 


“The differences remain unclarified. The irreconcilable 
ones may use the persistent silence form contro- 
versy. But thosé who exploit the ‘silence’ form 
opposing Party concepts literature and its tasks are 
not silent all. the contrary they are very talkative 
and ‘heroic, but their private platforms, over drinks, 
their homes and villas, the two [literary] and 
some editors’ offices. their banner ideas remains the 
slogan, ‘For the Decisions the 20th Soviet Party Con- 
But those decisions they mean only criticism 


the admitted faults and harm during the period the 
personality cult.” 


The also mentioned “some individuals our 
country who developed all kinds ‘little theories’ concern- 
ing the tasks our literature, concerning revision the 
method Socialist realism, and concerning ‘freedom’ 
depicting truth about our such writ- 
ers, according the publication, are Lyuben Stanev, 
movie scenarist, the playwright, Todor Genov (see 
short story writer and novelist Emil Manov. 

Party member, was given the unusual oppor- 
tunity answering criticism his work the October 
issue Literaturen Front. denied that had ever 
“exploited silence form controversy,” and dis- 
cussing the 20th Soviet Party Congress echoed the official 
line accusing writers Hungary and “to some extent 
Poland” distorting the meaning the Congress and 
eclectic theories having nothing common 
with Marxism-Leninism.” 
work, however, 


article 


the criticism his own 
Manov was considerably more forceful. 


so-called ‘viciousness’ positions.” 
follows: 


“about the 
The author went 


“In order convince critics must prove least 
two things: first, that criticize philistinism means 
criticize the Party and its morals; second, that such criti- 
cism means negation our whole reality and Party 

“Let not forget that sometimes man more impor- 
tant than the institution, that man the high goal for 
which our society struggles. Let not separate the theory 
our humanism from our own practice, even separate 
cases, because such separation sometimes harms the Party’s 
deeds more than ten false 


alse m 


formulations realism.” 


Delayed Criticism 


Rabotnichesko Delo (Sofia), the Party 


attacked drama which had been published last Janu- 


ary relatively less repressive time. its first appear- 
ance the Sofia monthly the play, “Fear” 
Todor Genov, evoked official public censure, but 


the climate which has followed the 
its message was far too strong 


strictures 
drama, which criti- 
cized old Party members and the Party itself its present 
confused state, depicted 


a life of an architect 


by 


crisis the 
motivated ambition, 


The 


Resistance 


guerilla hero—who 
pride status and spiritual cowardice. climax occurs 
the the 
protagonist was coward. Rabotnichesko Delo denounced 


“the cheap and shallow political suggestions, the emphasis 


once a 


revelation that, even as leader. 


a 


fear phenomenon the life our society. 
Party organ continued: 


author flays what should defended and defends 
what should condemned. the purpose his ridicu- 
lous refrains about the Party merely benevolent criticism 
our shortcomings, hidden slander against Social- 
ist reality? 

“It justifiable ask why the editors the periodical 
Teater have given space such immature work? What 
motives did they have publish drama 
and ideologically and politically suspicious?” 


Albania 
Food Rationing Abolished 


the end October the Albanian regime announced 
that all food rationing would abolished November 
thus made good earlier promises abolish ration- 
ing before the end the Second Five Year Plan (1956- 
1960). The decree, broadcast Radio Tirana Octo- 
ber 30, provides for number supplementary measures 
offset the necessary increase food prices. These in- 
clude price cuts industrial consumer goods, increases 
wages and salaries, higher family allowances, higher pen- 
sions and increased scholarship stipends. The effect these 
measures, was said, would increase the purchas- 
ing power those affected more than four billion lek 
annually: 425 million from the price cuts industrial 
consumer goods, about billion lek from higher cash in- 
comes, and 800 million lek from the difference between 


| 


new food prices and the old prices the free market 
for food formerly bought outside the rationing sys- 
The decree claimed that the total effect all these 
changes would increase the real income “workers 


tem 


and employees” about four percent. 

the same time, prices farmers for compulsory de- 
liveries are substantially increased: for “grain” 
three times the present price, for barley, fodder, beans and 
rice twice the present prices, and for meat aver- 
age 

These sudden reforms bulk large mountainous coun- 
try that has never been self-sufficient food. The decree 
stated that they were made possible “tremendous suc- 
economic development and “the great aid 
the Soviet Union Albania.” claimed that, com- 
pared with 1938, the area arable land had increased 
percent and the production bread grain percent. 
The Soviet aid referred was provided agreement 
signed last April Moscow, when the USSR released 
Albania from its obligation repay Soviet credits totalling 
422 million rubles and promised deliver million rubles’ 
worth wheat, rice and vegetable oil early 1958, 
credit (see East Europe, June 1957, 

The decree did not specify how much higher the new 
food prices will than the old prices under rationing; in- 


Before and After 
October 


SECRETARY THE ALBANIAN Communist Party 
Enver Hoxha reception honor Marshal Zhukov 
Tirana (Radio Tirana, October 24) 


“Dear Georgi Konstantinovich Zhukov, allow greet 
and thank you cordially for the great honor extended the 
Albanian people your visit our country. These have 
been days great joy for the Albanian people, and they 
will remain forever our memory. feel very happy 
have among Comrade Georgi Zhukov, one the most 
eminent sons the motherly Communist Party the So- 
viet Union, hero the legendary Soviet Army and mem- 
ber the Presidium the Central Committee the Com- 
munist Party the Soviet Union.” 


November 


First Secretary the Albanian Communist Party Enver 
Hoxha the occasion the 40th Anniversary the Oc- 
tober Revolution celebrations Tirana (Radio Tirana, 
November 

“The Soviet Communist Party recently released Marshal 

Zhukov from his duties Defense Minister, because 
committed great mistakes trampling the great and 
decisive principle that the main source the strength 
the renowned Soviet Army based the leadership 
the Party and Central Committee. Such measure, which 
finds unanimous approval, aims further strengthening 
the glorious and liberating Army the Soviet Union.” 


stead, gave the differences between the new prices and 
the uncontrolled, free market prices formerly existing. 
Thus the new prices for bread will from per- 
cent lower than previously the free market; flour, 
macaroni, sugar and milk from percent lower, etc. 
The prices industrial consumer goods, formerly unra- 
tioned, will reduced amounts varying from 4-8 per- 
cent for fabrics and clothing percent for canned fish 
and coffee. 

Wage increases will vary from 1,250 lek monthly for 
workers light industry and communications 1,900 lek 
monthly for coal miners. most heavy industry the in- 
crease will 1,300 Certain unskilled workers, how- 
ever, will get only 1,000 Monthly family allowances 
will raised amounts varying from 250 for the 
second child 600 lek for the fifth. 


Sharp Exchange With Yugoslavia 

Relations with Yugoslavia, which were resumed after 
the 1955 Soviet-Yugoslav Declaration Belgrade, have 
been strained once more article published recently 
Moscow Albanian Party chief Enver Hoxha. broad- 
cast over Radio Tirana, October 13, the article lays most 
the blame for the deterioration Albanian-Yugoslav 
friendship, after Tito’s break with the Kremlin 1948, 
the larger country. assessing the future Hoxha speaks 
with approval his own nation’s recent history, based 
gether with the principle equal rights and non-interfer- 
ence one another’s internal affairs,” and hopes that 
Yugoslav leaders will exert equal efforts achieve the 
same goals.” 

The official Yugoslav Party organ, Borba (Belgrade), 
October did not take kindly the Hoxha article, which, 
said, “represents Yugoslav-Albanian relations un- 
truthful and biased way.” Hoxha’s basic approach, adds 
the journal, “is not constructive, continues attack 
Yugoslavia.” 


Romania 


Punishments More Severe 

recent Bulitinul Oficial (the official State gazette), 
published Bucharest, lists number changes the 
penal code which greatly increase the severity punish- 
ments for the milder forms “anti-State activity” and pro- 
vide the death penalty for embezzlement and theft pub- 
lic property “when these are particularly grave na- 
ture,” according Western reports. Thefts workers 
factories and other State enterprises have for some time 
been major problem, but there has not yet been any 
case public record persons being executed for such 
actions. interesting note that the daily press and 
radio and other popular sources information have ap- 
parently not mentioned the changes the penal code. 

According the new decrees, “propagandizing, agitation, 
any other activity designed change the social order” 
punishable three ten years jail. Previously the 
legal penalty was six months three years. “Taking part 


‘ 


= 


international foreign aimed over- 
throwing the democratic now punishable 
imprisonment years; formerly, the sentence 
was three five years. Maximum penalty for failure de- 
nounce such activities has been raised from two seven 
years. The new decrees indicate that informers will freely 
pardoned for complicity the deeds they denounce. 


Party Official Killed Plane Crash 


alternate member the Politburo, Grigore Preoteasa, 
met his death plane crash the way Moscow for 
the 40th Anniversary celebration the 1917 Revolution. 
His travelling companion and the Ro- 
manian delegation, Premier Chivu Stoica, was only slightly 
bruised the accident. 

Preoteasa, 42-years-old, who was reputed Stalinist, 
had escaped the full rigors the Romanian purge last 
summer (see East Europe, August 1957, pages 44-45). 
that time lost his post Foreign Minister (though not 
alternate Politburo member), but was subsequently 
appointed the Secretariat the Party. 1949 had 
been sent Washington Charge d’Affaires; six months 
later the U.S. State Department asked his recall. 
though known protege Ana Pauker, did not 
share the purge the former Foreign Minister 1952, 
and subsequently was given her post, which position 


served leader the Romanian delegation the 
1956. 


Collectivization 


According Radio Bucharest, October 25, Romania 
had the end September 13,065 collective farms, rent- 
paying agricultural cooperatives and agricultural associa- 
tions. This was said represent increase 2,355 since 
the first the year. The sector now embraces 1,111,741 
working peasants and 2,761,478 hectares arable land. 
The regime does not publish figures for collectives proper 
distinguished from associations. The present area the 
collective sector apparently less than percent Ro- 
mania’s arable land. State farms were not included the 
figures. 

The “Socialization” the entire region Constantza 
was triumphantly announced Scinteia October 22. 
According the journal, “more than 100,000 families 
Romanian, Russian, Ukranian, Tatar and Turkish peas- 
antry are now united 334 collective ownerships, with 
land amounting approximately 575,000 hectares.” Con- 
stantza historically one the most poverty-stricken the 


regions the country. Because its special conditions— 
steppe area with deficient crops most years and diversi- 
fied population—the regime has made principal col- 
lectivization target. 


Hungarian Nationalism Transylvania 


Historic difficulties with the Hungarian minority still ap- 
pear trouble the regime, according reports Party 
regional committee meeting “attended many intellectuals 
from Cluj.” (Scinteia October 16-17.) The 
article was particularly concerned with the conduct 
nominal Romanian citizens Hungarian origin during the 
Hungarian Revolt, when many them sided with the 
freedom fighters. That the sentiments sizeable num- 
ber are still unchanged—and that there still unpleasant- 
ness between Romanians and the Hungarian minority 
Transylvania—may inferred from the fact that the 
meeting was deemed necessary and was prominently 
treated two successive issues the official Party organ. 

The highlight the meeting appears have been 
confession the “errors” nationalism and chauvinism 
delivered man referred “Comrade Lajos Jor- 
daky.” stated that for more than ten years certain 
errors had “poisoned” his thoughts. Analyzing them, 
had decided that they were caused “nationalism.” Jor- 
daky stated: 


the same error reappeared during the time 
the counterrevolution Hungary, and manifested it- 
self even the beginning this year. October 23, 
1956, sympathized with the actions Imre Nagy, the 
Hungarian Writers’ Union and the Petofi Circle. Not un- 
til January 1957 did realize that was counterrevolu- 
tion which had appeared the streets Budapest from 
the very first day the Revolt, and that the idea pro- 
letarian internationalism had been betrayed. 

“Now that have discovered within myself the roots 
nationalism, determined extirpate them.” 


Other speakers, quoted the paper, were less impressed 
Jordaky’s personal “reformation” than the problem 
dramatized. appreciate Lajos Jordaky’s self-criti- 
cism,” said one, “but must draw his attention the fact 
that not sufficient defeat his nationalism, does 
not replace with Socialist patriotism.” Another speaker 
stated that: 


are intellectuals who lend their ears the ru- 
mors reaction. They are the targets the class enemy 
who seeks supporters within the country, using the weapon 


nationalism.” 


Texts and Documents 


POLISH PARTY PAPER INDICTS PROSTU 


The following attack the banned intellectual Communist periodical Prostu ap- 


peared the Party daily Trybuna Ludu, October 11, 


Prostu had been among 


the leaders the Polish ferment leading Gomulka’s accession power October 


1956. continued its searching criticisms 


result was 


under the Gomulka regime, 


however, and 


“suspended” for the summer 1957 and finally banned September. The 


ban resulted student demonstrations Warsaw and elsewhere, and profound dis- 


quiet among the Party intellectuals. 


For full background Prostu, the ban and 


the riots see Current Developments sections East Europe, October and November 


1957.) This Trybuna Ludu 
; 


here reproduced 


represents the Party’s 


attempts justify the silencing its liberal wing, and blacken Prostu such 


allegations that was pro-German and slandered the Party and nation. 


KNOWN from the recently pub- 
lished press communique, the Sec- 
retariat the Central Committee 
PZPR (Communist Party) approved the 
decision the Main Office Press Con- 
trol suspending publication the weekly 
Prostu. 

What were the motives the Central 
Committee PZPR passing this reso- 
lution? Why was this decision taken with 
respect weekly which year ago 
gained such wide popularity? How did 
happen? 

These questions call for comprehen- 
sive answer. 

The weekly Prostu, primarily 
student periodical, was transformed 
1956 into political periodical read 
wide circle persons. 

The increase the number readers 
Prostu 1956 was due mainly 
the sharp criticism errors, neglect, and 
illegality that had appeared 
areas the country’s life the past 
years, and the background the devi- 
ations from the principle Socialist 
democracy and from the Leninist assump- 
tions internationalism and equality 
the relationships the Socialist countries 
and Parties. The principal attacks the 
weekly were aimed these bad aspects 
our reality and, for this reason, they 


were helpful those active forces within 
the Party which fought for the renewal 
its policy and for the change course 
which took place October 1956 the 
Eighth Plenum the Central Commit- 
tee. spite the fact that this was the 
basic line the weekly the time 
the growth the elements political 
crisis, Prostu even 
many unjustified articles which were un- 
doubtedly harmful view the wide 
circulation the weekly. 

The criticism the social and eco- 
nomic development the country was 
often greatly exaggerated, full nega- 
tion all achievements the Socialist 
construction People’s Poland, and was 
often based 
Marxism. 

Even that time, the editors 
Prostu did not see the front the class 
struggle, did not see the activities carried 


assumptions alien 


the reactionary and anti-Socialist 
forces which tried their ad- 
vantage the discord and contradictions be- 
tween society and the people’s authority. 
Among the series erroneous opinions 
voiced Prostu before the Eighth 
Plenum, the unbridled, one-sided and 
very often unjust criticism the Polish 
Youth Union was particularly harmful. 
was conducted, not means ne- 


cessary improvement, but with a view to 


causing the dissolution that organiza- 
tion. That criticism contributed 
great extent the disintegration the 
youth movement and the confusion 
hampering its reactivization after Octo- 
ber 1956. 

Yet, the positive aspects Prostu’s 
activities still prevailed over the negative 
ones. Thus, could still expected 
that after the Eighth Plenum the editors 
Prostu would declare themselves 
for the new course Party policy, and 
that the paper would 
course practice. 

appeared, however, that these were 
wrong When, after the 
Eighth Plenum the Central Commit- 
tee, the consolidation the Party and 
its activization the fight for new, just 
political line became the main task, when 
the most important matter was insure 
stabilization the country and consolida- 
tion around the Party all sound forces 
the nation, Prostu continued its 
negative stand and, more frequently than 
ever, directed its criticism against the 
policy the Eighth Plenum—against the 
very principles the Socialist policy 
the Party. 

number articles Prostu pre- 
sented the October movement 
movement directed against the people’s 
government general, and identified the 
people’s government with the “class 


expectations. 


“The October movement was aimed 
the omnipotence the bureaucratic 
apparatus Poland and, 
means, tried abolish this apparatus. 
the revolutionary situation, this move- 
ment was certainly manifestation 
the masses’ class struggle against the new 
social group, group ‘administrators’ 
—an elite ruling the country.”—Po Prostu, 
No. 1957. 


and 


result Prostu came the con- 
clusion that the workers 
councils should reach the “decisive stage 
our revolution” and destroy the peo- 
ple’s State machinery under the slogan 
“All Power the Hands Councils.” 
That demagogic and subversive appeal 
was fact directed against the people’s 
government and coincided with the re- 
appeal for the “second 
our transformation Poland: for the 
weakening and undermining our peo- 
ple’s State. 

this way, Prostu opposed 
anarchistic slogan breaking the 
people’s State machinery the Party slo- 
gans Socialist democracy, control 


the masses over the State organs, concrete 
fight with bureaucracy and concrete ac- 
tivity the workers councils. 


Comparing the People’s State with the 
‘Sanacja’ regime,* and the bourgeois 
regime, Prostu asks openly: “Is not 


time destroy this monstrosity?” (No. 
47, 1956.) 


All this was happening time 
when the reactionary forces tried take 
advantage the shock through which our 
country had lived and utilize the proc- 
ess general democratization for their 
own purposes, when they directed their 
fire against the Party cadres under the 
deceiving slogan fighting with Stalin- 
ists; Prostu did not cut itself off from 
that reactionary current and did not fight 
it. “Reaction,” wrote Prostu (No. 
1957), “is not the moment clear and 
strong political adversary.” 

its articles Prostu bluntly de- 
manded freedom for all political orienta- 
tions, irrespective their 
wards Socialism. Earlier, the article 
“Vacancy” (No. 49, 1956), Prostu 
demanded legalization the reactionary 
youth organizations, including even the 
This 
attitude must considered conjunc- 
tion with the weekly’s policy youth 
questions whole—on one side, nega- 
tion everything comes from 
Socialist organization; the other side, 
the appeal for legalization anti-Social- 
ist groups. All this took place despite 
the Eighth and Ninth Plenums, when the 
Party unequivocally defined the frame- 
work Socialist democracy democracy 
for the people, and not for the anti- 
people forces. Comrade Gomulka said 
the Ninth Plenum: The Party cannot 
agree that democratic liberties used 
against Socialism, against the interests 
the working class and the working people. 
responsible Pole would agree that the 
fate Poland, the fate the Polish 
nation made dependent upon free 
game political forces.” 


Christian-Democratic organizations. 


Prostu opposed the slogan con- 
solidation the Party around the Eighth 
Plenum line—the slogan which was put 
forward Comrade Gomulka the All- 
Country Conference held November 
1956. Prostu, insulting man- 
ner, threw the majority Party activists 
the same sack with the opponents 
the Eighth Plenum, along with the people 
from our ranks who still defend the for- 


Pre-war Polish government under Mar- 
shal Jozef Pilsudski. 


tarians. Prostu presents destructive 
conceptions opposition the slogan 
consolidation the Party the leading 
force the State and nation. 

demands the “reactivization the 
Party ideological-political organiza- 
tion, organization able create new 
ideas, similar—in this practical role—to 
the model political organizations 
general, and the Communist parties 
the’ West, where the authority does not 
No. 1957. 

course, the role the Communist 
parties the West not restricted only 
ideological functions. our condi- 
tions, the conditions people’s govern- 
ment, the ideas popularized Prostu 
mean the Party’s resignation its 
leading role the State. This was ex- 
plained comrade Gomulka the 
Ninth Plenum the Central Committee 
during his polemics with similar thesis 
lished Prostu.* 

Prostu’s attitude this respect was 
very plainly expounded Zimand the 
No. issue. 


belong to the masses.” 


“ 


the whole Party 
meated with Stalinism, and 
fight against Stalinism—wouldn’t 
advisable liquidate the whole 
Party? Wouldn’t better 
liquidate it, and start building 
new Communist Party Poland?” 


and 


The activists our Party indignantly 
condemned this destructive attitude which 
thoughtless and slanderous. Everybody 
knows that the longings Zimand, the 
editor Prostu, played into the hands 
those social forces which the post- 
October period wanted abolish the 
main obstacle the restoration cap- 
italism, i.e. our Party. The high-flown 
and the abusive use the 
name Communist 
truth. 


For long time, the attitude 
Prostu was definitely ambiguous the 
questions the internal 
policy our Party. During the election 
period, boycotted the [January 1957] 
election campaign, only declare its 
last issue before election day that was 
against the Party slogan vote without 
crossing out. 

matters concerning youth, after the 
Party rejected the false and harmful ideas 


Leszek Kolakowski young Polish 
philosopher, whose theories have been de- 
nounced Gomulka, but 
who has been granted permission study 
the West (see 12). 


popularized Prostu, the weekly 
consistently boycotted the fight restore 
the youth movement. 

piled facts and examples with obvious 
the 
comings. disregarded the fact that 
these shortcomings were accumulative 


most 


centuries 
nobility, land-owners, and bourgeoisie. 
did not take into consideration that these 
matters call for long years effort 
the Party and the entire nation. put 
all the blame our present system. The 
readers were presented with picture 
blackest ineptitude, ignorance and bureau- 
cracy which allegedly explained the situ- 
ation prevailing our country. was 
Prostu which published completely 
false thesis about two million unemployed 
and superfluous persons Poland (No. 
1957). was Prostu which came 
forth with the demand for “radical de- 
militarization the Polish economy. 

Production ‘S’ 


i.e. for defense purposes] 


is paralyzing our economy” No. 4, 1957 
Prostu put forth defeatist contra- 
diction our realistic alternative: “In 


the face unemployment, 
choice is either to make it possible for 
certain number professional people 
abroad for temporary stay 
order earn their living, restrict 
Polish professional training, which would 
deprive many young people all chance 
No. 18, 1957’ 


time 


own 
country” 

cordance with the October program, 
rallying the efforts the workers and 
intelligentsia order consolidate and 
improve our economy, increase produc- 
tion and introduce sensible, well- 
thought-out program improvements 
industrial management, Prostu was 
spreading discouragement, defeatism, and 
contempt for every basic—though limited 
achievement, 
step forward. 

far Polish-Soviet relations are 
concerned, the paper yielded nation- 
alistic tendencies. selected 
sented various problems, such repatri- 
ation, economic cooperation, and others 
false light. was only the censor’s 
pencil—against the wishes the editorial 
board—that prevented the insertion 
the paper dozens articles and mal- 
icious notes aimed against the unity 
the Socialist camp, and attacking fraternal 
worker and Communist Parties capital- 
istic countries. 

the other hand, Prostu devoted 
laudatory and even flattering articles 


certain Israeli 
“the most comprehensive 
that has ever 


man” (No. 48, 1956 
man Federal Republic, 


Socialism achieved 

and the Ger- 
especially 
last issues the paper, was said have 
prosperity allegedly 


been 


enjoyed 
body, including prostitutes, have un- 
limited democracy, peaceful equilibrium 
between the forces capitalism and the 
proletariat, the gradual transformation 
regime into Socialism, and 
the dwindling militarist and revanchist 
tendencies—all this the picture the 
German Federal Republic painted 


Prostu. 


come from sources in Western Germany? 
“Internal conditions can only further de- 
velopment this spirit 
However, 


aggressive 
authors 


hamper it. 
internal conditions 
bring about and they cannot destroy 
its roots. Because the roots are outside 
they are Poland and the 


countries.” 


Germany 

neighboring view our 
economic and cultural backwardness, 
view our century-long weakness (No. 
26, 1957), the Germans had become 
colonizers the eastern countries, and 
Poland, 
economically underdeveloped, with weak 
State organizations, backward every re- 
spect” (No. 26, 1957). known that 
the ideologists of “Drang nach Osten”** 
have frequently employed this kind 
argument order justify the conquest 
Polish territories. 


because were 


Some these pro- 
vocative statements were cut out the 
censors and did not appear print. 
Besides, according Prostu, German 
revanchism fiction. Hence the con- 
Prostu’s editors that the 
Party and the press artificially exaggerate 
the German tendencies toward revanch- 


clusion 


arm Poland against 
Let’s remember 
that this statement refers the country 
where day after day various forms the 
Oder-Neisse questioned, and 
where anti-Polish campaign 
on. 


border 


The Central Committee the Party 
did not, of course, watch the evolution 
difference. Talks were 
with the board leaders along with mem- 
bers the Central Committee and the 
secretariat the Central Committee. 
Trybuna Ludu, Po- 


engaged in discussions 


The Party journals 
lityka and others 

*Pioneer cooperative farms established 
Israel 


German catch-phrase meaning: drive 


the East. 


Wide World 


View the October meeting the Warsaw Polytechnic Institute protesting the banning 


of Po Prostu. 


over the erroneous views Prostu. 
The continual and justified confiscation 
items from almost every issue the 
paper that 
the paper was wrong 
road. 


constituted clear warning 


travelling the 


the spring this year, following 
change the post the editor-in-chief, 
there ensued short transitory improve- 
ment 
paper. Nevertheless, 
Plenum the 


contents the 
during the Ninth 
Central Committee and 
following it, Prostu again clearly op- 
posed the line the Party. Its articles 
were written even more somber tones, 
and items, 
imbued with negativism, were published. 


ever-growing number 


his article, Zimand,* “by-the- 
“bank- 


manner, announced 


Communist ideas: 


this naive and 
it plainly 


let’s put 
sometimes backward his- 

Zimand 


truc 


coldly 


about find ex- 


After all, 


wrote a sentence which 


“one can 
remarks, 
years ago he 
two vears ago would have been ac- 
cepted our publicists revela- 


tion: becoming more 


Ryszard Zimand, from 


Party 


Probably refers the 
osopher Bertrand 


and more confession faith occu- 


itself with future heaven and 


less and less way life adapted 


the requirements 


existence.” (No. 20, 


1957. 


The publishing such “truths” along 
side the irresponsible, ignorant articles 
sent from Western Germany, next the 
cynical journalistic excesses such Ur- 
ban’s articles (The World’s Diary and 
Looking From Different Angle) signal 
complete loss political orientation, 
departure from the base which had some, 
however slight, connection with the 
program and with the policy renewal 

with the policy which was proclaimed 
in October. 


For the entire period its activities 
following the Eighth Plenum, the editors 
Prostu did not abandon the opposi- 
tion platform; for the entire period follow- 
ing the Eighth and Ninth Plenum, 
Prostu has not developed 
tive thought and, most importantly, 
tasks 
which have been put forth the Party 
since October. 


has not accepted any slogans 


For this existence of Po 


Prostu, even before the 


reason, the 
was under question. 
issue, published after months dis- 
cussion and preparation, was decide 


the question the paper’s existence. 


aa 


How did this issue look? The whole 
paper was confiscated the press con- 
trol office. This confiscation was fully 
justified since the entire issue was marked 
hostile attitude toward Socialism, 
and constituted synthesis all the 
negative and destructive tendencies which 
had appeared the paper during the 
preceding period. The titles the ar- 
ticles spoke for themselves: “Bogeys and 
Fetters,” “Apathy Search for Aim,” 
Vicious the Course 
the Vistula With Stick,” “The Price 
Anxiety,” “The Warsaw Beggars,” and 
others. 


Reactionary 


The authors the two basic political 
items were persons from outside the 
Prostu editorial board—P. Jasienica, who 
became known recently for his articles 
defending the policy Beck,* and 
Kurowski, reactionary economist. 

Kurowski that was the political cloud 
the issue. this article, the author tried 
question everything that has been crea- 
ted through the effort the entire nation, 
all the achievements the people’s gov- 
ernment. The reconstruction and develop- 
ment the national economy 
industrialization Poland were brushed 
aside Kurowski one 
bankruptcy.” have new concepts 
because “both for external and internal 
reasons have area free choice.” 
Poland, Kurowski states, not pos- 
sible set goals which would “realis- 
tic even minimal degree.” the 
great effort which has been undertaken 
the State during the last year raise 
the real wages workers, Kurowski op- 
poses his lighthearted mockery: “And 
what about the worker?” asks. “What 
will changed his situation 
raises his norm percent and 
earns 200 300 zloty more?” After giv- 
ing this evaluation our economic pros- 
pects, Kurowski asks: “Perhaps our po- 
answers that all the October ideas which 
the people, the idea 
sovereignty, democracy legality 
were also destroyed when confronted with 
reality because, “there were conditions 
permit putting them before society 
goals.” 


carried away 


After thoroughly trampling the ef- 
fort the nation, the whole Polish 
economy, its past and future, and 
the political ideas October, Kurowski 
summed follows: “It has turned out 


Jozef Beck, foreign Minister 
government. 


that Poland 1957 there are plat- 


which 


political ideas economic aims, even 


forms 


the single aim organizational work 
improve living standards.” What thus 
left the Poles view this general 
bankruptcy and general incapacity? 
drink vodka and steal.” 

last Kurowski seems have found 
—unexpectedly, political aim. For 
his article called for struggle around 
the elections the people’s National 
Councils. The meaning this clear: 
the people’s power can guarantee neither 
the present nor the future Poland; the 
elections the people’s National Councils 
should therefore utilized make other 
people ascend power. Who are these 
people? What their program? Kurowski 
discretely silent about this because, 
concerned with the development Po- 
land, but with the weakening the peo- 
ple’s power pave the road for the 
forces “second Stage.” 

find few papers published reac- 
tionary emigres, other papers appear- 
countries, that could 
present more slanderous and malignant 
description the present-day Poland and 
her prospects than that presented this 
article which was approved for print 
the editorial board Prostu. This 
column was the principle item the 


ing capitalist 


issue. And almost all the remaining items 
their contents, and 
sometimes even their with 
Kurowski’s article. Bratkowska’s report, 
“Fears and Traps,” picture hope- 
less entanglements private 
life, dullness, boredom, stupor, poverty 


were congruent 


and fear, picture constructed according 
Kurowski’s “doctrine” which ends with 
“What 
it, our society runs into millions, 


equally hopeless conclusion: 


composed unimportant individ- 
uals? your fingers are paralyzed, you 
can’t clench them into fist. Fear 
paralyzes people’s initiative and activity.” 
how the authoress presents Poland 
1957 

his article, “The Price Fear,” 
Jasienica enlarges upon the downfall and 
disintegration Polish society, and tries 
suggest that the Party’s October course 
lacks stability, that constantly 
danger, that “October” something pro- 
visional, something which has 
pect for the future. “Power and Sox iety,” 
article written Kostak* and Tur- 
different 


ideologi al 


and 
Party, but not expelled. 


Expelled from the Party. 


contains 


} 


warned” by the 


position for the issue. Its authors turn 
theories which were repeatedly popular- 
ized Prostu, and which come from 
books contemporary bourgeois sociol- 
ogists. The authors ignore all categories 
social classes, class struggle, and the 
role the working class party. Allegedly, 
the Socialist countries are ruled by 
“cliques, Mafias, and According 
them, our society inert, shapeless 
mass governed bureaucrats who resort 
pressure upto the “limits for 
the purpose which 
attained the cost the impoverishment 
the masses people.” The authors 
depart from the truth and from Marxist 
make them serve schemes taken from the 
enemies Socialism and taking 
themselves the role bourgeois propa- 


gandists. 


Cynical 


Finally the issue presented the readers 
with Urban’s article which cynical 
mockery of the celebrations devoted to 
the memory persons killed during the 
Warsaw Uprising and September 1939: 
“Our slogan is: we, people from all over 
Poland, taking revenge for our miserable 
lives, will not permit our poor dead 
rest peace but, pouring tears and emit- 
forget 


while about our splendid reality.” 


ting national hiccoughs, 


entire contents that issue 
from the first the last page, 
were directed against the policy the 
Party and against Socialism, spreading 
discouragement and apathy, disbelief and 
defeatism. This the way the editorial 
board answered the resolutions the 
Ninth Plenum and 


press that was contained those resolu- 


the appeal the 


tions. 

The above-described issue Prostu 
was the subject discussion meet- 
ing the press commission the Cent- 
Club and during meeting 
with the editorial board Prostu 
the press office the Central Committee 
What was the answer the editorial 
board Prostu the general and 
sharp criticism the issue? answered 


th 


that the issue was matter co- 
incidence—and this after two-month 
period preparation. 

the statement addressed the 
Secretariat the Central Committee, 
the editorial board Prostu asserts 
that this issue was marked “an unfore- 
seen atmosphere depression and help- 


1 
iessness 


which was contrary the atti- 
tude the board whose intentions al- 
legedly 


most positive ones. 


Nevertheless, save for this declaration, 
the editorial board Prostu did not 
subject the attitude adopted Kurowski 
his article nor the contents other 
items the issue any factual criticism. 
Neither the next issue, prepared suit 
the requirements the censors and con- 
taining makeshift watered-down form 
many the former theses, nor the un- 
substantiated declaration could treated 
the Secretariat the Central Com- 
change the political attitude the 
board. The attitude Prostu showed 
that all possibility re-educating the 
board using the influence the Party 
them was impossible; and that the 
board members could not left edu- 
cate themselves the capacity mem- 
bers the editorial board 
Should the particular members the 
editorial board Prostu willing 
the future successfully through 
the process political education, every 
one them would have start from the 
most elementary data regarding Poland 
and the contemporary world. 

The Ninth Plenum unequivocally con- 
demned both the dogmatic-sectarian ten- 
dencies and the revisionists aiming the 
foundations our ideology: 


“Manifestations revisionism de- 
generating times into complete 
departure from Marxism-Leninism 
are: The theories integral democ- 
racy the context the construction 
Socialism; the assertions denying 
the class content the dictatorship 
the proletariat and its achieve- 
ments far; the views rejecting the 
Socialist character the social rela- 
tions the Soviet Union and the 
social changes in our country; the loss 
critical sense relation capi- 
talist reality; the failure to see the 
main front the class struggle be- 
tween the forces of Socialism and the 
forces capitalism, both inside the 
level; and the rejection demo- 
cratic centralism the organizational 
foundation the Party.” 


All these opinions were popularized 


“The 
members publicly proclaiming views 
opposed its political line, ap- 
peals public opinion against the 
resolutions the Party. All Party 


Party cannot 


members and groups are bound 
unity action and discipline the 


implementation 
adopted the Party.” 


resolutions 


the Leadership" 


The editorial board Prostu ig- 
nored this statement the Central Com- 
mittee the Party. The Party members 
who constituted large majority the 
editorial board acted from group plat- 
form, disregarding the resolutions the 
views contrary the attitude the 
Party. Even after the suspension the 
paper, the editorial board did not hesitate 
come out openly against the Party 
leadership sending Comrade Gomulka 
two open letters—an open letter from the 
editorial board protesting against the ac- 
tivity the militia, not against the ex- 
cesses befuddled students and brawling 
hooligans, and open letter 
Party organization protesting against the 
decision the Party leadership. 

this act the editorial board 
Prostu appealed public opinion against 
the decisions the Party, proving once 
more that stood alien ground, hos- 
tile the Party and its October political 
line. 

Under these conditions wonder 
that was reactionary groups students 
and numerous hooligan scum from the 
streets Warsaw who became the de- 
fenders Prostu, along with disori- 
ented sections the student youth. 

The decision the Party leadership 
suspend the publication Prostu 
mapped out the Eighth and Ninth 
Plenary meetings the Central Commit- 
tee. The Ninth Plenum the Central 
Committee noted that the unity the 
Party constituted present the most im- 
portant requisite for its force. Revision- 
ism was undermining the unity the 
Party, spreading disbelief the correct- 
ness Party policy among Party mem- 
bers and among the working class, and 
disarming the Party and the working class 
their struggle for Socialism. 


Prostu was playing such role and 
for this reason was closed down. 


Some persons try draw from this the 
false conclusion that the Party depart- 
ing from the principles free criticism, 
from the principles inner-Party democ- 
racy, and from the October principles. 


This entirely false. The Party has 
never proclaimed the freedom all kinds 
criticism unrestricted freedom 
discussion which ignore the accepted posi- 
tions. 

“There full freedom speech the 
Party,’ Comrade Gomulka stated the 
Ninth Plenum. Each Party member can 
speak his mind Party matters. can 
express his opinion the Party’s policy 
and the practical activity the Party. 
has the right criticize this activity, 
well the different shortcomings and 
deficiencies the work the Party lead- 
ership the Party apparatus. Criticism 
and discussion carried Party mem- 
bers must bear creative character, must 
have view increase the efficiency 
the Party’s activities, the strengthening 
its force. Party member cannot, 
however, have the right express opin- 
ions which are out harmony with the 
attitude the majority the Party 
members, with the Party policy laid 
down the Party organizations which 
were elected for this purpose. 

The activities the editorial board 
Prostu were open contradiction 
these principles. 


"The Party 


launching determined campaign 
against revisionist tendencies, the Party 
does not intend lessen its vigilance to- 
ward the dangers lapsing into dogma- 
tism and sectarianism, for they separate 
the Party from the masses and push the 
Party onto the old track, the methods 
which once before caused the growth 
crisis the Party and the country. 
There can retreat from the attitude 
adopted the Party October 1956. 

The Party demands from all its mem- 
bers homogeneous and conscious action 
order implement the Party policy 
and the tasks arising therefrom. This 
demanded the Party from everyone 
whether working industry, or- 
gans the people’s power, the 
press. 

The strengthening the unity the 
Party and the creation cohesive ranks 
imperative the present times. 
indispensable condition for 
ful implementation the resolutions 
the Eighth and Ninth Plenary meetings 
the Central Committee, and for the 
implementation the October program 
—the safeguard the Polish road So- 
cialism. 


% 
rs 


The Theater Soviet Russia, Nikolai 
Gorchakov (Columbia Univ.: $10.00). 
The creative ferment the Russian thea- 
ter began with the founding the Mos- 
cow Art Theater 1898. Making use 
documents left the participants, the 
author traces the contributions the 
leading figures the Moscow Art Thea- 
ter, and discusses their relationship with 
Anton Chekhov. also tells the de- 
velopment the famous Stanislavsky 
System acting, carefully analyzes its 
fundamental principles, and compares 
with systems evolved other creative 
workers the theater, such Meyer- 
hold and Tairov. Mr. Gorchakov de- 
scribes the influence the February and 
October Russian revolutions the pro- 
fessional and amateur theaters, the thea- 
ter’s resistance Bolshevism, the large 
scale attack the theater, and the final 
complete standardization the Soviet 
theater the Communist rulers. This 
book gives compelling explanation 
the Russian theater’s great influence 
the theaters other nations, and 
perceptive account the growth and de- 
cline one the most glorious phases 
the world’s theater. Notes, bibliogra- 
phy, index, 


The Terrorists, Robert Payne (Funk 
Wagnalls: $5.00). the late 
the Russian terrorists were the height 
their power. They had killed Czar 
and threatened the bureaucracy. They 
had their own spies the government, 
and even the aristocracy; but their 
lack plan which could translated 
into call arms eventually led their 
defeat. The most famous these terror- 
ists provide the subjects for this book: 
Nechayev, Zhelyabov, Sazonov, and Khal- 
iayev. Sergey Nechayev was the arch- 
terrorist who spent his lifetime plotting 
revolution Czarist Russia. The other 
young men were romantic, likeable, uni- 
versity-educated idealists 
that certain people were eliminated the 
autocracy Russia would vanish. Nech- 
ayev died starvation prison 1881. 
Sazanov blew the Minister the Interior 
bits with bomb and was sent 
Siberia, where committed suicide. 
Both Khaliayev and Zhelyabov were 


hanged. Mr. Payne feels that these men, 
with their home-made bombs, played 
key role bringing the 1917 Revo- 
lution, even though after the Revolution 
was over, most them were dead, mur- 
dered the mass terrorists, the Bolshe- 
viks. Index. 


Recent and Related 


The United States and East Central 
Europe, 1914-1918, Victor Mama- 
tey (Princeton Univ.: $7.50). This book 
analysis the role the United 
States the breakup the old Habs- 
burg Empire with the subsequent crea- 
tion Czechoslovakia and Yugoslavia 
and the unification Romania and Italy. 
The author seeks reconstruct the story 
Wilsonian diplomacy and propaganda 
during World War including Wilson’s 
role the birth the nations East 
Central Europe and his attitude and pol- 
icies toward these nations part his 
overall wartime plans and peacetime 
goals. Mr. Mamatey has not attempted 
give exhaustive treatment the 
entire story the break-up the Habs- 
burg Empire and the rise the successor 
states, but providing 
broad historical select 
those events East Central Europe 
which either affected President Wilson’s 
actions were affected them, The 
author belives that President Wilson’s 
policy towards the nationalities the 
area possesses both intrinsic interest and 
didactic value the present situation, 
which marked diplomatic duel 
between the United States and the Soviet 
Union this section Europe. Bibli- 
ography, index. 


the Ukraine, Victor 
Alexandrov (Philosophical Library: 
$4.75). Beginning with Nikita Khrush- 
chev’s early years blacksmith’s son 
Kalniovka, this biography traces his 
career from his boyhood through his 
first exposure revolutionary ideas 
Kharkov, his role the revolution 
1917, and his gradual climb from the 
ranks the Communist Party the top 
post the Soviet Union. This book, 
however, not merely the story the 
rise extraordinary man the top. 
also detailed portrait post-Stalin 
Russia. Much the information the 
book derived from former Soviet 
diplomat who was reared with Khrush- 
chev, and who served with him 
member the Central Executive Com- 
mittee the Ukraine. 


Foreign Correspondent, Robert St. 
John (Doubleday Co.: $3.95). This 
account American foreign corre- 
spondent’s activities covers area 
the world which unfamiliar most 
Americans. the story what hap- 
pened the Balkans beginning 1939. 
The author records his adventures the 


Balkans and his successful escape through 
Yugoslavia and into Greece. 

Russia Revisited, Louis Fischer 
(Doubleday Co.: $4.00). Louis Fischer 
returned the Soviet Union 1956; 
had lived there from 1922 1938 
foreign correspondent. this book 
records his personal impressions the 
life Soviet citizen the post-Stalin 
era. Mr, Fischer feels that every aspect 
Soviet life testifies the high cost 
Communism relation the health, ma- 
terial welfare, and freedom Soviet 
citizens. every branch the Soviet 
economy found that the cost was ex- 
cessive terms money and human 
effort, but that the State and the Com- 
munist economic system inviolate even 
though inefficient. Mr. Fischer feels that 
fear freedom which lies the 
bottom the Soviet aversion the West, 
not fear Western attack fear the 
capitalistic economic system. The author 
also visited Yugoslavia, Czechoslovakia 
and Poland. describes detail the 
sudden changes that have the 
Satellite countries beginning with the 
Poznan riots Poland 1956 and end- 
ing with the Hungarian Revolt. Index. 
Years Crisis, Communist Propaganda 
Activities 1956, edited Evron 
Kirkpatrick, (Macmillan Co.: $5.50). 
effort provide better background 
and perspective for understanding Com- 
munist propaganda activities, Mr. Kirk- 
patrick has compiled complete, factual 
account the techniques employed 
the Communists 1956. doing this, 
the book also unveils the permanent 
propaganda machinery the Soviet 
Union, and shows how adjusted 
take care new contingencies 
world-wide scale. The events propa- 
ganda significance covered the book 
include the secret Khrushchev speech 
denouncing Stalin the Twentieth Party 
Congress, the anti-Communist riots 
Poznan, Poland, the Revolt Hungary, 
and the signing the agreement the 
status Soviet forces Polish territory 
the Soviet Union and Poland. The 
author points out five situations which 
conspicuously shaped the course Com- 
munist propaganda during the year: the 
changes tactics and approach world 
Communism proclaimed the Twentieth 
Party Congress the Soviet Union; the 
de-Stalinization campaign; the events 
Poland and Hungary; the expanded role 
Communist China source prop- 
aganda and doctrine; and the Near East 
crisis. Bibliography, index. 
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